
Spetsnaz: Behind Enemy Lines

Introduction

From the icy wastes of Siberia to the searing deserts of 

Afghanistan,  Spetsnaz,  the  elite  special  forces  of  the 

Soviet  Union,  operated  in  the  shadows,  carrying  out 

daring  missions  behind  enemy  lines.  Their  name, 

derived  from  the  Russian  words  "spetsial'noye 

naznacheniye,"  meaning  "special  purpose,"  hinted  at 

the  clandestine  nature  of  their  work  and  the 

extraordinary skills they possessed.

Spetsnaz soldiers were handpicked from the ranks of 

the  Soviet  military,  subjected  to  a  rigorous  selection 

process  that  tested  their  physical  and  mental 

endurance to the limit. Only the best of the best were 

chosen,  men  who  could  endure  unimaginable 

hardships,  operate  independently  in  hostile  territory, 
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and  execute  complex  missions  with  precision  and 

ruthless efficiency.

Their training was as grueling as it was comprehensive. 

Spetsnaz  soldiers  were  schooled  in  a  wide  range  of 

disciplines,  including  hand-to-hand  combat,  weapons 

handling,  explosives,  survival  skills,  and  foreign 

languages.  They were also experts in infiltration and 

exfiltration  techniques,  capable  of  disappearing  into 

thin air and then reappearing at the most unexpected 

moments, striking their targets with devastating effect.

The missions undertaken by Spetsnaz were as varied as 

they  were  dangerous.  They  conducted  covert 

reconnaissance  operations,  ambushed enemy patrols, 

sabotaged critical infrastructure, and even assassinated 

high-value targets. They operated deep behind enemy 

lines, often for weeks or even months at a time, relying 

on  their  wits,  their  training,  and  their  unyielding 

determination to complete their objectives.
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The Cold War provided a fertile ground for Spetsnaz 

operations. They were deployed to hot spots around the 

globe, from the jungles of Vietnam to the mountains of 

Angola,  playing  a  pivotal  role  in  the  Soviet  Union's 

global  power  projection.  Their  exploits  became  the 

stuff of  legend,  whispered in hushed tones by friend 

and foe alike.

As  the  Soviet  Union  collapsed  in  the  early  1990s, 

Spetsnaz faced an uncertain future.  The organization 

was disbanded, its soldiers left to fend for themselves 

in  a  rapidly  changing  world.  But  the  skills  and 

expertise  they  had  acquired  during  their  years  of 

service  were  in  high  demand,  and  many  Spetsnaz 

veterans  found  employment  as  mercenaries, 

bodyguards, and security consultants.

Today, Spetsnaz remains a potent force, albeit one that 

has  undergone  significant  transformation.  The 

organization  has  been  restructured  and  modernized, 

its  focus  shifting  from  global  operations  to  counter-
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terrorism  and  domestic  security.  Spetsnaz  soldiers 

continue  to  be  among  the  most  highly  trained  and 

capable special forces in the world, ready to deploy at a 

moment's notice to protect Russia's interests at home 

and abroad.
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Book Description

In  the  annals  of  military  history,  few  units  have 

captured the imagination like Spetsnaz, the elite special 

forces of the Soviet Union. Operating in the shadows, 

behind  enemy  lines,  Spetsnaz  soldiers  carried  out 

daring missions that struck fear into the hearts of their 

adversaries.

From the icy wastes of Siberia to the searing deserts of 

Afghanistan,  Spetsnaz  soldiers  were  the  tip  of  the 

spear,  the  sharpest  blade  in  the  Soviet  arsenal. 

Handpicked  from  the  ranks  of  the  military,  they 

underwent rigorous training that pushed them to the 

limits of their physical and mental endurance. Only the 

best of the best were chosen, men who could endure 

unimaginable  hardships,  operate  independently  in 

hostile  territory,  and  execute  complex  missions  with 

precision and ruthless efficiency.
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Their missions were as varied as they were dangerous. 

Spetsnaz  soldiers  conducted  covert  reconnaissance 

operations,  ambushed  enemy  patrols,  sabotaged 

critical  infrastructure,  and  even  assassinated  high-

value targets. They operated deep behind enemy lines, 

often for weeks or even months at a time, relying on 

their  wits,  their  training,  and  their  unyielding 

determination to complete their objectives.

The Cold War provided a fertile ground for Spetsnaz 

operations. They were deployed to hot spots around the 

globe, from the jungles of Vietnam to the mountains of 

Angola,  playing  a  pivotal  role  in  the  Soviet  Union's 

global  power  projection.  Their  exploits  became  the 

stuff of  legend,  whispered in hushed tones by friend 

and foe alike.

With the collapse of the Soviet Union, Spetsnaz faced 

an uncertain future. The organization was disbanded, 

its  soldiers  left  to  fend  for  themselves  in  a  rapidly 

changing world. But the skills and expertise they had 
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acquired  during  their  years  of  service  were  in  high 

demand,  and  many  Spetsnaz  veterans  found 

employment as mercenaries, bodyguards, and security 

consultants.

Today, Spetsnaz remains a potent force, albeit one that 

has  undergone  significant  transformation.  The 

organization  has  been  restructured  and  modernized, 

its  focus  shifting  from  global  operations  to  counter-

terrorism  and  domestic  security.  Spetsnaz  soldiers 

continue  to  be  among  the  most  highly  trained  and 

capable special forces in the world, ready to deploy at a 

moment's notice to protect Russia's interests at home 

and abroad.

This book delves into the fascinating world of Spetsnaz, 

from its origins in the early days of the Soviet Union to 

its current role as a modern special forces unit. It tells 

the stories of  the men who served in Spetsnaz,  their 

daring missions, and the impact they had on the course 
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of  history.  It  is  a  tale  of  courage,  sacrifice,  and 

unwavering dedication to duty.

8



Chapter 1: The Birth of Spetsnaz

The early history of Spetsnaz

The origins of Spetsnaz, the elite special forces of the 

Soviet Union, can be traced back to the early days of 

the  Bolshevik  Revolution.  In  the  aftermath  of  the 

revolution, the new Soviet government faced a number 

of  challenges,  including  internal  unrest  and  foreign 

intervention.  In  response  to  these  challenges,  the 

government  established  a  number  of  special  forces 

units, tasked with carrying out covert operations and 

suppressing counter-revolutionary activity.

One of the most prominent of these early special forces 

units  was  the  Cheka,  or  All-Russian  Extraordinary 

Commission  for  Combating  Counter-Revolution  and 

Sabotage.  The  Cheka  was  responsible  for  conducting 

counter-intelligence operations, rooting out anti-Soviet 

elements,  and carrying out summary executions.  The 

Cheka's methods were often brutal and indiscriminate, 
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and  it  quickly  became  a  symbol  of  the  Soviet 

government's ruthless repression.

In 1922, the Cheka was disbanded and replaced by the 

OGPU,  or  United  State  Political  Administration.  The 

OGPU  was  tasked  with  a  broader  range  of 

responsibilities,  including  intelligence  gathering, 

counter-espionage,  and  border  control.  It  also 

maintained  a  number  of  special  forces  units,  which 

were used to carry out covert operations and sabotage 

missions.

During  the  Second  World  War,  the  OGPU's  special 

forces units played a significant role in the Soviet war 

effort.  They  conducted  reconnaissance  missions, 

ambushed  enemy  patrols,  and  carried  out  raids  on 

German supply  lines.  The  OGPU's  special  forces  also 

played a key role in the liberation of Eastern Europe, 

helping  to  clear  the  way  for  the  advancing  Soviet 

armies.
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After the war, the OGPU was disbanded and its special 

forces  units  were  transferred  to  the  newly  created 

Ministry  of  State  Security  (MGB).  The  MGB's  special 

forces units continued to carry out covert operations 

around  the  world,  supporting  Soviet  foreign  policy 

objectives.  In  1954,  the  MGB  was  disbanded  and  its 

special  forces  units  were  transferred  to  the  GRU,  or 

Main Intelligence Directorate of the General Staff.

The GRU's special forces units were known as Spetsnaz, 

a term derived from the Russian words "spetsial'noye 

naznacheniye,"  meaning  "special  purpose."  Spetsnaz 

units  were tasked with carrying out a wide range of 

missions,  including  reconnaissance,  sabotage,  and 

assassination.  They were  also  used to  support  Soviet 

military  operations  around  the  world,  including  the 

Vietnam War and the Soviet-Afghan War.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of Spetsnaz

The role of Spetsnaz in the Soviet military

From its inception, Spetsnaz played a vital role in the 

Soviet  military,  serving  as  a  versatile  and  highly 

effective special forces unit. The unit's primary mission 

was to conduct special operations behind enemy lines, 

including reconnaissance, sabotage, and assassination. 

Spetsnaz  soldiers  were  also  tasked  with  providing 

security for high-ranking military and political leaders, 

as well as conducting counter-terrorism operations.

Spetsnaz units were typically small and self-contained, 

allowing  them  to  operate  independently  and  with 

minimal  support.  This  autonomy  was  essential  for 

carrying out missions deep behind enemy lines, where 

they could not rely on conventional military forces for 

assistance. Spetsnaz soldiers were also highly trained 

and  equipped,  receiving  specialized  training  in 
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weapons  handling,  explosives,  hand-to-hand  combat, 

and survival skills.

The role of Spetsnaz in the Soviet military evolved over 

time,  adapting  to  changing  geopolitical  realities  and 

technological  advancements.  During  the  Cold  War, 

Spetsnaz units were primarily focused on conducting 

operations against NATO forces in Europe. However, as 

the  Soviet  Union  expanded  its  global  influence, 

Spetsnaz units were also deployed to hotspots around 

the  world,  including  Afghanistan,  Africa,  and  Latin 

America.

Spetsnaz units played a significant role in many of the 

Soviet  Union's  military  campaigns.  In  Afghanistan, 

Spetsnaz  soldiers  were  deployed  to  conduct 

reconnaissance missions, gather intelligence, and carry 

out  sabotage  operations  against  Afghan  mujahideen 

forces.  Spetsnaz  units  also  played  a  key  role  in  the 

Soviet  intervention  in  Czechoslovakia  in  1968, 
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conducting operations to secure key infrastructure and 

neutralize opposition forces.

The dissolution of  the  Soviet  Union in  1991 led  to  a 

decline  in  Spetsnaz's  capabilities  and  prestige. 

However,  the  unit  has  since  been  revived  and 

modernized, and it remains an important part of the 

Russian  military  today.  Spetsnaz  units  are  now 

primarily focused on counter-terrorism operations and 

domestic security,  although they retain the capability 

to conduct special operations abroad.

Spetsnaz's role in the Soviet military was multifaceted 

and  essential.  The  unit's  ability  to  conduct  special 

operations  behind  enemy  lines,  provide  security  for 

high-ranking officials, and carry out counter-terrorism 

operations  made  it  a  valuable  asset  to  the  Soviet 

military.  Spetsnaz  units  played  a  significant  role  in 

many  of  the  Soviet  Union's  military  campaigns,  and 

they continue to be an important part of the Russian 

military today.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of Spetsnaz

The  selection  and  training  of  Spetsnaz 

soldiers

From the moment they are recruited, Spetsnaz soldiers 

are subjected to a rigorous selection process that tests 

their physical and mental limits. Only the best of the 

best are chosen, men who possess exceptional strength, 

endurance, agility, and intelligence.

The  training  program  is  as  grueling  as  it  is 

comprehensive.  Spetsnaz  soldiers  are  schooled  in  a 

wide  range  of  disciplines,  including  hand-to-hand 

combat, weapons handling, explosives, survival skills, 

and  foreign  languages.  They  are  also  experts  in 

infiltration  and  exfiltration  techniques,  capable  of 

disappearing into thin air and then reappearing at the 

most unexpected moments, striking their targets with 

devastating effect.
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Physical Training: The physical training regimen for 

Spetsnaz  soldiers  is  designed  to  push  them  to  their 

limits and beyond. They endure grueling workouts that 

include  long-distance  runs,  obstacle  courses, 

weightlifting, and calisthenics. They are also required 

to master a variety of  martial  arts,  including boxing, 

wrestling, and hand-to-hand combat.

Weapons and Tactics: Spetsnaz soldiers are trained in 

the use of a wide range of weapons, including pistols, 

rifles,  submachine  guns,  sniper  rifles,  and  rocket 

launchers.  They  are  also  experts  in  the  use  of 

explosives  and  demolitions.  They  are  taught  how  to 

plan  and  execute  complex  missions,  including  raids, 

ambushes, and hostage rescues.

Survival  Skills: Spetsnaz  soldiers  are  trained  to 

survive in a variety of hostile environments, including 

deserts,  jungles,  mountains,  and  arctic  regions.  They 

are taught how to find food and water, build shelter, 
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and navigate difficult terrain. They are also trained in 

first aid and medical care.

Foreign Languages: Spetsnaz soldiers are required to 

learn  multiple  foreign  languages,  including  English, 

Arabic,  and  Farsi.  This  allows  them to  communicate 

with people from different countries and cultures, and 

to gather intelligence from a variety of sources.

The selection and training process for Spetsnaz soldiers 

is designed to create a force of elite warriors who are 

capable  of  carrying  out  the  most  dangerous  and 

challenging missions. They are the best of the best, the 

tip  of  the  spear,  the  sharpest  blade  in  the  Soviet 

arsenal.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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