
A Nickel's Worth: The Story of the Mint 

and the Buffalo

Introduction

The buffalo nickel, with its distinctive design featuring 

a buffalo on one side and an American Indian head on 

the other, is one of the most iconic coins in American 

history. Minted from 1913 to 1938, it was the first nickel 

to feature a Native American and an animal,  and its 

striking  imagery  quickly  made  it  a  favorite  among 

collectors and the general public alike.

In this book, we will delve into the fascinating story of 

the  buffalo  nickel,  from its  humble  beginnings  to  its 

lasting  legacy.  We  will  explore  the  man  behind  its 

creation,  sculptor  James  Earle  Fraser,  and  the 

inspiration he drew from the American West. We will 

trace the buffalo nickel's journey from its introduction 
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to  the public  to  its  eventual  retirement,  and we will 

examine its  role  in popular culture and its  enduring 

symbolism.

Along  the  way,  we  will  discover  the  buffalo  nickel's 

impact on American coinage, culture, and history. We 

will learn about its role in World War II, its influence 

on the conservation movement, and its significance to 

Native  American  rights.  We  will  also  explore  the 

buffalo nickel's popularity as a collector's item and its 

future prospects as an investment.

Whether  you  are  a  coin  collector,  a  history  buff,  or 

simply  someone  who  appreciates  a  good  story,  this 

book is  sure to  captivate you.  Join us  as  we journey 

through the life  and times of  the buffalo nickel,  and 

discover the many ways in which this small coin has 

left a lasting mark on American history.

From its humble beginnings as a mere five-cent piece 

to  its  status  as  a  cherished  collectible,  the  buffalo 

nickel's story is one of resilience, beauty, and enduring 
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significance. Its journey is a reflection of the American 

spirit, and its legacy is one that will continue to inspire 

generations to come.

So  sit  back,  relax,  and let  us  take  you on a  journey 

through the  world  of  the  buffalo  nickel.  Discover  its 

secrets,  its history, and its enduring legacy. From the 

rolling  hills  of  the  American  West  to  the  halls  of 

Congress, the buffalo nickel's story is one that is sure to 

leave you captivated.
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Book Description

Journey through the captivating history of the buffalo 

nickel,  a  beloved American coin  that  symbolized the 

spirit of the Wild West and left an indelible mark on 

American  culture.  From  its  humble  beginnings  as  a 

mere  five-cent  piece  to  its  status  as  a  cherished 

collectible, the buffalo nickel's story is one of resilience, 

beauty, and enduring significance.

In  this  comprehensive  and  engaging  book,  you  will 

discover the fascinating tale of the buffalo nickel, from 

its  conception  by  renowned  sculptor  James  Earle 

Fraser  to  its  eventual  retirement.  Delve  into  the 

inspiration behind its iconic design, which featured a 

majestic  buffalo  on  one  side  and  a  stoic  Native 

American  chief  on  the  other.  Explore  the  challenges 

Fraser faced in creating a coin that would capture the 

essence of the American West and resonate with the 

American people.
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Uncover the buffalo nickel's pivotal role in American 

history, from its introduction during World War I to its 

symbolic  significance  during  the  Great  Depression. 

Learn  about  its  impact  on  coin  collecting  and  its 

influence on popular culture, including its appearances 

in art, literature, and film. Discover the stories of the 

individuals  who  championed  the  buffalo  nickel  and 

fought to preserve its legacy.

Through  vivid  storytelling  and  captivating  historical 

accounts,  this  book  brings  the  buffalo  nickel  to  life, 

revealing its intricate details and the profound impact 

it  has  had  on  American  society.  Whether  you  are  a 

history buff, a coin enthusiast, or simply someone who 

appreciates a good story, this book is sure to captivate 

you.

Join  us  on an unforgettable  journey through the  life 

and times of the buffalo nickel, and discover the many 

ways in which this small coin has left a lasting mark on 

American  history.  From  the  rolling  hills  of  the 
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American  West  to  the  halls  of  Congress,  the  buffalo 

nickel's story is one that is sure to leave you inspired.

Immerse yourself in the rich narrative of the buffalo 

nickel  and  uncover  its  secrets,  its  history,  and  its 

enduring  legacy.  From  its  humble  beginnings  to  its 

status  as  a  timeless  treasure,  the  buffalo  nickel's 

journey is a reflection of the American spirit. Its story is 

one that will continue to inspire generations to come.
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Chapter  1:  The  Nickel's  Humble 

Beginnings

The history of the nickel

The history of the nickel is a fascinating journey that 

spans  centuries  and  continents.  Its  origins  can  be 

traced back to ancient Greece, where coins made of a 

copper-nickel  alloy  were  used  as  early  as  the  4th 

century BC. These coins were known as "tetradrachms" 

and  were  widely  used  in  trade  throughout  the 

Mediterranean region.

Centuries later, in the 16th century, nickel coins began 

to appear in Europe. These coins were typically made 

of  a silver-nickel  alloy and were often used as small 

change.  In  the  17th  century,  nickel  coins  were 

introduced in the American colonies, where they were 

known as "copper nickels" due to their copper-nickel 

composition.
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The  first  nickel  coins  produced  by  the  United  States 

Mint were the five-cent pieces, which were introduced 

in 1866. These coins were made of a copper-nickel alloy 

and were commonly referred to as "nickels" or "five-

cent pieces." The nickel quickly gained popularity due 

to its durability and resistance to wear and tear.

In 1913, the United States Mint introduced the buffalo 

nickel,  which  was  designed  by  sculptor  James  Earle 

Fraser. The buffalo nickel was the first nickel to feature 

a  Native  American  and  an  animal,  and  its  striking 

imagery  quickly  made it  a  favorite  among collectors 

and the  general  public  alike.  The  buffalo  nickel  was 

minted  until  1938,  when  it  was  replaced  by  the 

Jefferson nickel.

Throughout  its  history,  the  nickel  has  played  an 

important role in American coinage. It has been used in 

a variety of transactions, from everyday purchases to 

large-scale  business  deals.  The  nickel  has  also  been 

used as a symbol of American pride and patriotism.
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Today,  the  nickel  is  still  a  widely  used  coin  in  the 

United States.  It  is  used in vending machines,  public 

transportation,  and  a  variety  of  other  everyday 

transactions.  The  nickel  is  also  a  popular  collector's 

item, and many people enjoy collecting different types 

of  nickels,  including  the  buffalo  nickel,  the  Jefferson 

nickel, and the Wartime nickel.
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Chapter  1:  The  Nickel's  Humble 

Beginnings

The different types of nickels

The  nickel,  a  five-cent  coin,  has  been  a  part  of 

American currency since 1866.  Over the years,  there 

have been several different types of nickels, each with 

its own unique design and composition.

The Shield Nickel (1866-1883)

The  first  nickel,  known  as  the  Shield  Nickel,  was 

introduced  in  1866.  It  was  made  of  a  copper-nickel 

alloy and featured a shield on the obverse (heads) side 

and a Roman numeral V surrounded by a wreath on 

the  reverse  (tails)  side.  The  Shield  Nickel  was 

unpopular due to its small size and weight, and it was 

eventually replaced by the Liberty Head Nickel.

The Liberty Head Nickel (1883-1913)
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The Liberty Head Nickel was introduced in 1883 and 

was made of a copper-nickel alloy. It featured a bust of 

Liberty on the obverse side and a Roman numeral V 

surrounded  by  a  wreath  on  the  reverse  side.  The 

Liberty  Head  Nickel  was  a  popular  coin  and  was 

produced for 30 years.

The Buffalo Nickel (1913-1938)

The  Buffalo  Nickel,  also  known  as  the  Indian  Head 

Nickel,  was  introduced  in  1913  and  was  made  of  a 

copper-nickel alloy. It featured a Native American head 

on the obverse side and a buffalo on the reverse side. 

The  Buffalo  Nickel  was  a  popular  coin  and  was 

produced for 25 years.

The Jefferson Nickel (1938-present)

The Jefferson Nickel is the current nickel in circulation. 

It  was  introduced in  1938  and is  made of  a  copper-

nickel alloy. It features a bust of Thomas Jefferson on 

the obverse side and Monticello, Jefferson's home, on 
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the reverse side. The Jefferson Nickel is a popular coin 

and has been produced for over 80 years.

In addition to these four main types of nickels,  there 

have also been several commemorative nickels issued 

over the years.  These nickels  are typically  minted to 

commemorate a special event or anniversary and are 

not intended for general circulation.

The  different  types  of  nickels  reflect  the  changing 

history of the United States. From the Shield Nickel to 

the Jefferson Nickel,  each type of  nickel  tells  a  story 

about the country's past.

12



Chapter  1:  The  Nickel's  Humble 

Beginnings

The value of the nickel

The nickel,  a  small,  unassuming coin,  may not  seem 

like  much  at  first  glance.  But  its  value  extends  far 

beyond its monetary worth. As a symbol of American 

history, culture, and ingenuity, the nickel has played a 

significant  role  in  shaping the nation's  economy and 

identity.

From its inception in 1866, the nickel has undergone 

several  transformations,  both  in  its  design  and  its 

value. Initially, the nickel was worth five cents, which 

was a substantial amount of money in the 19th century. 

It was enough to buy a loaf of bread, a newspaper, or a 

ride on the streetcar.

As the economy grew and prices rose, the nickel's value 

gradually diminished. By the early 20th century, it was 

worth less than half of its original value. However, the 
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nickel's  purchasing  power  remained relatively  stable 

throughout the 20th century, making it a reliable and 

convenient form of currency for everyday transactions.

Today, the nickel is still worth five cents, but its value is 

largely symbolic. It is no longer enough to buy much of 

anything, but it remains a cherished part of American 

coinage.  The  nickel  is  a  reminder  of  the  nation's 

history, its economy, and its people.

In addition to its monetary value, the nickel also has a 

numismatic value. Rare and well-preserved nickels can 

be  worth  hundreds  or  even  thousands  of  dollars  to 

collectors. This is due to the fact that nickels were often 

used  in  circulation  and  many  of  them  were  lost  or 

damaged  over  time.  As  a  result,  certain  dates  and 

varieties of nickels have become scarce and valuable.

The nickel's value is not just monetary or numismatic. 

It  is  also  a  cultural  value.  The nickel  is  a  symbol  of 

American history and heritage. It is a reminder of the 

nation's  humble  beginnings  and  its  rise  to  global 
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prominence. The nickel is also a symbol of American 

ingenuity and resilience. It is a coin that has stood the 

test  of  time and continues to be used today,  even as 

other forms of currency have come and gone.

The nickel is a small coin, but it has a big story to tell. 

Its value extends far beyond its monetary worth. It is a 

symbol  of  American  history,  culture,  and  ingenuity. 

The nickel is a coin that is both humble and enduring, 

and it is a cherished part of the nation's heritage.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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