
General Pike And Freemasonry

Introduction

General Albert Pike was a complex and controversial 

figure who left  a lasting legacy on American history. 

Born in Massachusetts in 1809, Pike moved to Arkansas 

in the 1830s and quickly became involved in politics 

and the military. He served in the Mexican-American 

War and the Civil War, rising to the rank of brigadier 

general in the Confederate Army.

After the war, Pike returned to Arkansas and became 

active in Freemasonry.  He rose through the ranks of 

the Scottish Rite, eventually becoming Sovereign Grand 

Commander of  the  Southern Jurisdiction.  Pike was a 

prolific  writer  and  lecturer,  and  his  writings  on 

Freemasonry are still studied today.
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Pike was also a controversial figure. His views on race 

and slavery were particularly divisive. He was a strong 

supporter  of  slavery  and  was  accused  of  being  a 

member  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan.  Pike's  legacy  is  still 

debated  today,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  was  a 

significant figure in American history.

In this book, we will explore Pike's life and legacy. We 

will  examine  his  military  career,  his  involvement  in 

Freemasonry, and his writings. We will also discuss the 

controversies that surrounded him. By the end of this 

book, you will have a better understanding of one of 

the  most  fascinating  and  controversial  figures  in 

American history.

Pike was a man of many talents and interests. He was a 

lawyer, a poet, a soldier, and a Freemason. He was also 

a  prolific  writer  and  lecturer.  Pike's  writings  on 

Freemasonry are still studied today, and his influence 

on the fraternity is still felt.
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Pike was a complex and contradictory figure. He was a 

brilliant  man  who  made  significant  contributions  to 

American history. However, he was also a flawed man 

who  held  some  deeply  controversial  views.  Pike's 

legacy is still debated today, but there is no doubt that 

he was a significant figure in American history.

3



Book Description

General Albert Pike was a complex and controversial 

figure who left  a lasting legacy on American history. 

Born in Massachusetts in 1809, Pike moved to Arkansas 

in the 1830s and quickly became involved in politics 

and the military. He served in the Mexican-American 

War and the Civil War, rising to the rank of brigadier 

general in the Confederate Army.

After the war, Pike returned to Arkansas and became 

active in Freemasonry.  He rose through the ranks of 

the Scottish Rite, eventually becoming Sovereign Grand 

Commander of  the  Southern Jurisdiction.  Pike was a 

prolific  writer  and  lecturer,  and  his  writings  on 

Freemasonry are still studied today.

Pike was also a controversial figure. His views on race 

and slavery were particularly divisive. He was a strong 

supporter  of  slavery  and  was  accused  of  being  a 

member  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan.  Pike's  legacy  is  still 
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debated  today,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  was  a 

significant figure in American history.

In this book, we will explore Pike's life and legacy. We 

will  examine  his  military  career,  his  involvement  in 

Freemasonry, and his writings. We will also discuss the 

controversies that surrounded him. By the end of this 

book, you will have a better understanding of one of 

the  most  fascinating  and  controversial  figures  in 

American history.

Pike was a man of many talents and interests. He was a 

lawyer, a poet, a soldier, and a Freemason. He was also 

a  prolific  writer  and  lecturer.  Pike's  writings  on 

Freemasonry are still studied today, and his influence 

on the fraternity is still felt.

Pike was a complex and contradictory figure. He was a 

brilliant  man  who  made  significant  contributions  to 

American history. However, he was also a flawed man 

who  held  some  deeply  controversial  views.  Pike's 
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legacy is still debated today, but there is no doubt that 

he was a significant figure in American history.

This  book  is  a  must-read  for  anyone  interested  in 

American history, Freemasonry, or the life of one of the 

most fascinating and controversial figures of the 19th 

century.
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Chapter 1: General Pike's Early Life

Pike's birthplace and childhood

Albert Pike was born on December 29, 1809, in Boston, 

Massachusetts.  His  father,  Benjamin  Pike,  was  a 

shoemaker  and a  veteran of  the  Revolutionary  War. 

His mother, Sarah Brown Pike, was a devout Christian. 

Pike had two older brothers, Benjamin Jr. and Charles.

Pike's  early  childhood  was  marked  by  poverty  and 

hardship. His father died when Pike was just six years 

old, and his mother was forced to work as a seamstress 

to support the family. Pike and his brothers often had 

to go hungry, and they were forced to live in a series of 

rundown boardinghouses.

Despite his  difficult  circumstances,  Pike was a bright 

and  ambitious  child.  He  attended  public  school  and 

excelled in his studies. He was also a talented musician 

and  artist.  Pike's  mother  encouraged  his  love  of 
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learning,  and  she  often  took  him  to  the  library  to 

borrow books.

In  1821,  Pike's  family  moved  to  Newburyport, 

Massachusetts.  Pike  continued  his  education  at  the 

Newburyport Academy, where he studied Latin, Greek, 

and mathematics.  He also began to write poetry and 

short stories.

In  1825,  Pike  graduated  from  the  Newburyport 

Academy and enrolled at Harvard College. However, he 

was forced to drop out after just one year due to lack of 

funds. Pike returned to Newburyport and worked as a 

teacher and a journalist.

In 1831, Pike moved to Arkansas Territory. He settled 

in the town of Van Buren and opened a law practice. 

Pike quickly became one of the most successful lawyers 

in Arkansas. He was also active in politics and served 

in the Arkansas Territorial Legislature.
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Pike's early life was full of challenges, but he overcame 

them all through his hard work and determination. He 

was a bright and ambitious child who grew up to be a 

successful lawyer and politician.
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Chapter 1: General Pike's Early Life

Pike's education and early career

Albert  Pike  was  born  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  on 

December 29,  1809.  His father,  Benjamin Pike,  was a 

successful merchant and shipmaster. His mother, Sarah 

Brown Pike, was a devout Christian. Pike had two older 

sisters, Mary and Elizabeth.

Pike's early education was erratic. He attended several 

different schools, but he did not excel in any of them. 

He was more interested in reading and writing than in 

mathematics  and  science.  Pike's  parents  were 

concerned about his lack of progress, and they decided 

to send him to live with his uncle, Judge John Brown, in 

Newburyport, Massachusetts.

Brown  was  a  strict  disciplinarian,  and  he  quickly 

instilled  in  Pike  a  sense  of  order  and  responsibility. 

Pike  also  began  to  excel  in  his  studies.  He  read 
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voraciously, and he developed a particular interest in 

history and literature.

In 1825, Pike entered Harvard College. He was a bright 

and ambitious student, and he quickly became one of 

the  top  students  in  his  class.  Pike  was  particularly 

interested in law, and he graduated from Harvard in 

1829 with a degree in law.

After  graduating  from  Harvard,  Pike  moved  to 

Arkansas,  where  he  practiced  law  and  became 

involved  in  politics.  He  was  elected  to  the  Arkansas 

Territorial  Legislature  in  1832,  and  he  served  as  a 

delegate to the Arkansas Constitutional Convention in 

1836.

Pike's early career was marked by success. He was a 

talented lawyer and a gifted politician. He was also a 

man  of  great  ambition,  and  he  quickly  rose  to 

prominence in Arkansas.
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Chapter 1: General Pike's Early Life

Pike's  military  service  in  the  Mexican-

American War

Pike's military service began in the Mexican-American 

War.  He  was  commissioned  as  a  captain  in  the 

Arkansas  Mounted  Volunteers  and  served  under 

General Zachary Taylor. Pike fought in several battles 

during the war, including the Battle of Buena Vista. He 

was  wounded  in  the  Battle  of  Monterrey  and  was 

honorably discharged from the army in 1848.

Pike's  service  in  the  Mexican-American  War  was  a 

formative  experience  in  his  life.  He  learned  the 

importance  of  leadership  and  discipline,  and  he 

developed a strong sense of patriotism. He also gained 

valuable experience in military tactics and strategy.

After the war, Pike returned to Arkansas and resumed 

his law practice. He also became active in politics and 

was elected to the Arkansas House of Representatives 
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in  1850.  Pike's  political  career  was  cut  short  by  the 

outbreak of the Civil War.

In 1861, Pike was appointed a brigadier general in the 

Confederate Army. He served under General Robert E. 

Lee  and  fought  in  several  battles  during  the  war, 

including  the  Battle  of  Shiloh  and  the  Battle  of 

Gettysburg.  Pike  was  wounded  in  the  Battle  of 

Antietam  and  was  captured  by  Union  forces  in  the 

Battle of Vicksburg.

Pike was imprisoned at Fort Warren in Boston for two 

years.  He  was  released  from  prison  in  1865  and 

returned to Arkansas. After the war, Pike resumed his 

law  practice  and  became  active  in  Freemasonry.  He 

rose  through  the  ranks  of  the  Scottish  Rite  and 

eventually became Sovereign Grand Commander of the 

Southern Jurisdiction.

Pike's military service was a complex and controversial 

part of his life. He was a brave and skilled soldier, but 

he also fought for a cause that many people believe was 
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wrong. Pike's legacy is still debated today, but there is 

no doubt that he was a significant figure in American 

history.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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