
Echoes of Gallantry

Introduction

This comprehensive historical account delves into the 

illustrious  story  of  the  Second  Vermont  Volunteer 

Infantry Regiment during the tumultuous years of the 

American Civil War. From their humble beginnings at 

the outbreak of hostilities to their eventual triumph at 

Appomattox,  the regiment's  journey encapsulates  the 

valor,  sacrifice,  and  resilience  of  the  men  who 

answered the call to arms.

Through a meticulous examination of service records, 

diaries,  letters,  and  pension  documents,  this  book 

vividly  recreates  the  experiences  of  these  ordinary 

men thrust into extraordinary circumstances. It brings 

to  life  their  hopes,  fears,  and motivations,  offering a 

poignant glimpse into the lives of those who fought and 

perished on the battlefields.
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More than a mere chronicle of military engagements, 

this book explores the profound impact of the war on 

the  regiment's  members,  their  families,  and  their 

communities. It delves into the motivations that drove 

them to enlist,  the challenges they faced in the field, 

and the lasting legacy of their service.

With  meticulous  research  and  captivating  narrative, 

this  book not  only adds to  our understanding of  the 

Civil War but also serves as a tribute to the men of the 

Second Vermont Volunteer Infantry Regiment,  whose 

unwavering dedication and sacrifice helped shape the 

course of American history.

The book is meticulously researched and draws upon a 

wealth  of  primary  sources,  including  firsthand 

accounts, official records, and historical scholarship. It 

is written in an engaging and accessible style, making it 

suitable  for  both  Civil  War  enthusiasts  and  general 

readers alike.
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Delve into the pages of this book and be transported to 

a  time  of  turmoil  and  transformation.  Witness  the 

unwavering courage of the men of the Second Vermont 

Volunteer  Infantry  Regiment  as  they  confront  the 

horrors of war and emerge from the conflict forever 

changed.
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Book Description

Step into the tumultuous years of the American Civil 

War and discover the captivating story of the Second 

Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry  Regiment  in  Echoes  of 

Gallantry. This meticulously researched book brings to 

life the experiences of these ordinary men thrust into 

extraordinary  circumstances,  offering  a  poignant 

glimpse into their lives, motivations, and sacrifices.

Through  a  comprehensive  examination  of  service 

records,  diaries,  letters,  and  pension  documents,  the 

book delves into the intricate details of the regiment's 

journey, from their humble beginnings at the outbreak 

of hostilities to their eventual triumph at Appomattox. 

It  vividly  recreates  the  battles  they  fought,  the 

hardships they endured, and the profound impact the 

war had on their lives and the communities they left 

behind.
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More than just a historical account, Echoes of Gallantry 

is  a  testament  to  the  unwavering  dedication  and 

resilience of the men of the Second Vermont Volunteer 

Infantry  Regiment.  It  explores  the  motivations  that 

drove them to enlist, the challenges they faced in the 

field,  and the enduring legacy of  their  service.  Their 

stories, both triumphant and heartbreaking, provide a 

poignant reminder of the human cost of war and the 

sacrifices made by those who fought for their beliefs.

With its captivating narrative and meticulous research, 

Echoes of Gallantry not only adds to our understanding 

of the Civil War but also serves as a tribute to the brave 

men who answered the call to arms. It is a must-read 

for  Civil  War  enthusiasts,  historians,  and  anyone 

seeking a deeper understanding of this pivotal moment 

in American history.

Delve  into  the  pages  of  Echoes  of  Gallantry  and  be 

transported to a time of  turmoil  and transformation. 

Witness  the  unwavering  courage  of  the  men  of  the 
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Second Vermont Volunteer Infantry Regiment as they 

confront  the  horrors  of  war  and  emerge  from  the 

conflict forever changed.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of a Regiment

1. The Call to Arms: The outbreak of the Civil 

War  and  the  formation  of  the  volunteer 

regiment

In the tumultuous spring of 1861, as the nation teetered 

on the precipice of civil war, a sense of urgency and 

resolve  swept  across  the  land.  President  Abraham 

Lincoln's  call  for  75,000  volunteers  to  quell  the 

rebellion  in  the  Southern  states  ignited  a  wave  of 

patriotism and determination.

From the verdant hills of Vermont, a group of ordinary 

citizens,  farmers,  shopkeepers,  and  tradesmen, 

answered the call to arms. They came from all walks of 

life, united by a common purpose: to defend the Union 

and preserve the ideals upon which it was founded.

Among them was a young man named Ethan Allen, a 

lanky  and  resolute  farmer  from  the  town  of 

Montpelier.  Driven  by  a  deep  sense  of  duty  and  a 
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burning desire to protect his homeland, he bid farewell 

to his family and enlisted in the newly formed Second 

Vermont Volunteer Infantry Regiment.

As Ethan and his fellow recruits marched towards the 

uncertain  future,  they  carried  with  them  a  mix  of 

trepidation  and  excitement.  They  were  filled  with 

patriotic fervor, eager to prove their loyalty and defend 

their  country.  Yet,  they  were  also  aware  of  the 

immense challenges that lay ahead, the fierce battles 

they would face, and the sacrifices they might be called 

upon to make.

The  formation  of  the  Second  Vermont  Volunteer 

Infantry Regiment was a testament to the unwavering 

spirit  of  the  American  people.  It  embodied  their 

willingness to rise to the occasion,  to put aside their 

personal lives and comforts to fight for a cause greater 

than themselves.

As  the  regiment  prepared  for  deployment,  they 

underwent  rigorous  training,  honing  their  skills  and 
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learning the art of warfare. Their days were filled with 

drills,  marches,  and  tactical  exercises,  transforming 

them  from  civilians  into  soldiers,  ready  to  face  the 

trials of the battlefield.

Their  training  culminated  in  a  grand  send-off 

ceremony, where they paraded through the streets of 

their  hometown,  cheered  on  by  family,  friends,  and 

neighbors. It was a moment of pride and anticipation, 

as  the  community  rallied  behind  their  brave 

volunteers,  sending  them  off  with  prayers  and  well 

wishes.

With  hearts  filled  with  both trepidation and resolve, 

the  Second  Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry  Regiment 

embarked on their journey, leaving behind the familiar 

comforts  of  home  for  the  uncertain  horrors  of  war. 

Their  story  was  just  beginning,  a  tale  of  courage, 

sacrifice, and unyielding determination.

9



Chapter 1: The Birth of a Regiment

2. Gathering the Ranks: Recruitment efforts 

and the composition of the regiment

In  the  spring  of  1861,  as  the  nation  teetered  on  the 

brink of civil war, a call to arms echoed across the hills 

and valleys  of  Vermont.  Governor  Erastus  Fairbanks 

issued a stirring proclamation, urging able-bodied men 

to rally to the defense of the Union. The response was 

swift  and resolute.  From farm fields  and workshops, 

from villages and towns, men of all walks of life flocked 

to the recruitment centers, eager to answer the call of 

duty.

Vermont had a long tradition of military service, dating 

back to the Revolutionary War. Its citizens were known 

for their independence, their love of liberty, and their 

willingness  to  fight  for  their  beliefs.  When  the  call 

came,  they  did  not  hesitate.  Within  weeks,  enough 
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volunteers  had  stepped  forward  to  form  a  full 

regiment, the Second Vermont Volunteer Infantry.

The regiment was a microcosm of Vermont society. It 

included  farmers,  laborers,  teachers,  merchants,  and 

professionals. There were young men just out of school 

and  older  men  with  families  to  support.  Some  were 

experienced  soldiers,  having  served  in  the  Mexican-

American  War.  Others  had  never  seen  combat  but 

were determined to do their part.

The  officers  of  the  regiment  were  drawn  from  the 

ranks  of  Vermont's  most  prominent  citizens.  The 

colonel,  William  H.  Wallace,  was  a  successful 

businessman  and  former  state  legislator.  The 

lieutenant  colonel,  Peter  T.  Washburn,  was  a  lawyer 

and politician who would later  serve as  governor of 

Vermont. The major, Lewis A. Grant, was a West Point 

graduate and career soldier.

These men were charged with the task of transforming 

a  group  of  civilians  into  an  effective  fighting  force. 
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They drilled  the  men relentlessly,  teaching  them the 

basics of soldiering. They also instilled in them a sense 

of  discipline  and  esprit  de  corps.  By  the  time  the 

regiment was ready to deploy, it was a well-trained and 

cohesive  unit,  ready  to  face  the  challenges  that  lay 

ahead.

The  Second  Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry  was  one  of 

many regiments raised in the North during the early 

days  of  the  Civil  War.  These  regiments  were  the 

backbone of the Union army, and they played a vital 

role  in  the  eventual  victory  of  the  Union cause.  The 

men  of  the  Second  Vermont  served  with  distinction 

throughout  the  war,  fighting  in  some  of  the  most 

important  battles  of  the  conflict.  Their  story  is  a 

testament to the courage, sacrifice, and determination 

of the American people.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of a Regiment

3.  Training  and  Preparation:  Drills,  tactics, 

and  the  transformation  of  civilians  into 

soldiers

The journey of the Second Vermont Volunteer Infantry 

Regiment commenced with a resounding call to arms, 

echoing across the hills and valleys of Vermont. Young 

men,  stirred by patriotic  fervor and a sense of  duty, 

flocked to the recruitment centers, their hearts ablaze 

with determination.  As they assembled in designated 

camps, they embarked on a rigorous training regimen 

that would transform them from ordinary citizens into 

disciplined soldiers.

At the helm of this transformation stood seasoned drill 

instructors, their voices booming with authority as they 

imparted the fundamentals of military discipline. Days 

began at dawn with a cacophony of bugle calls, jolting 

the  recruits  from  their  slumber.  They  were  then 
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subjected  to  hours  of  intensive  drills,  marching  in 

perfect  synchrony,  their  boots  pounding the earth in 

unison.  Precision  and  uniformity  were  relentlessly 

pursued,  as  the  recruits  learned  to  move  as  one 

cohesive unit.

Incessant  practice  honed  their  marksmanship,  their 

aim becoming increasingly steady as  they fired their 

muskets at distant targets. They were also instructed in 

the art  of  bayonet  fighting,  a  brutal  and unforgiving 

form  of  close  combat.  The  recruits  learned  to  wield 

their  bayonets  with  deadly  efficiency,  transforming 

their rifles into lethal thrusting weapons.

Beyond  physical  training,  the  recruits  underwent 

rigorous  tactical  instruction.  They  pored  over  maps, 

studying the terrain and learning how to navigate the 

complexities of the battlefield. They practiced forming 

battle  lines,  maneuvering  under  fire,  and  executing 

complex maneuvers with unwavering precision.
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As the weeks turned into months, the recruits slowly 

shed  their  civilian  identities,  embracing  the  harsh 

realities  of  military  life.  Their  bodies  grew  stronger, 

their minds sharper, and their spirits unyielding. The 

transformation  was  both  physical  and  psychological. 

They developed an unwavering sense of camaraderie, 

forged  in  the  crucible  of  shared  hardship  and  the 

pursuit of a common cause.

By the time their training concluded, the raw recruits 

had  been  molded  into  a  formidable  fighting  force, 

ready to face the trials  and tribulations that awaited 

them on the battlefields of  the Civil  War.  They were 

now  soldiers,  united  by  a  shared  purpose  and  an 

unyielding determination to defend their nation.

15



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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