
The Canadian Conundrum

Introduction

Over the course of six years, from 1939 to 1945, Canada 

found itself intricately entwined in the global turmoil 

of World War II, a tumultuous period characterized by 

both  unprecedented  challenges  and  profound 

transformations.  As  the  war  engulfed  nations  and 

reshaped global landscapes, Canada assumed a pivotal 

role, navigating the intricate interplay of domestic and 

international  concerns  while  grappling  with  the 

implications of an evolving national identity.

Throughout  this  tumultuous  period,  Canada's  policy 

towards  Ukrainian  Canadians  stood  as  a  complex 

microcosm  of  the  nation's  broader  struggles.  Caught 

between  the  tides  of  war  and  the  shifting  tides  of 

societal  attitudes,  the  government  wrestled  with  the 

moral  imperative  to  uphold  human  rights  while 
1



balancing  the  exigencies  of  national  security.  This 

delicate balancing act, meticulously detailed in archival 

material from Canada, Britain, America, and the Soviet 

Union,  reveals  the  tensions  inherent  in  reconciling 

moral obligations with political interests.

Canada's  response  to  the  Ukrainian  Question  was 

hardly a monolithic entity; rather, it was a tapestry of 

shifting  priorities,  strategic  considerations,  and 

evolving public opinion. This book delves deep into the 

intricacies  of  this  policy,  highlighting  both  the 

successes  and  missteps  that  shaped  its  ultimate 

trajectory. The internment of Ukrainian Canadians, the 

denial of basic civil rights, and the protracted struggle 

for equality cast a harsh light on the challenges faced 

by this marginalized community.

However,  amidst  this  darkness,  glimmers  of  hope 

emerged.  The  indomitable  spirit  of  Ukrainian 

Canadians  and  their  unwavering  commitment  to 

justice,  coupled  with  the  growing  awareness  of  the 
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injustice  inflicted  upon  them,  propelled  the  nation 

towards  reconciliation.  The  Canadian  government 

eventually  embarked  upon  a  path  of  amends, 

acknowledging  the  wrongs  committed  against 

Ukrainian  Canadians  and  taking  steps  to  rectify  the 

situation.  This  journey  towards  atonement  offers 

valuable lessons in the realms of human rights, social 

justice, and the indomitable power of reconciliation.

As Canada emerged from the ashes of World War II, it 

found itself at a crossroads, confronted with the need 

for profound societal and cultural transformation. The 

post-war era witnessed a dramatic shift in immigration 

policy,  ushering  in  a  new  wave  of  immigration  that 

transformed the nation's cultural landscape. The rise of 

multiculturalism  became  a  defining  characteristic  of 

Canadian  identity,  a  commitment  to  embracing  and 

celebrating the tapestry of cultures that enriched the 

nation.
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Yet,  even as  Canada grappled with  the  challenges  of 

integration and the evolving dynamics of its domestic 

landscape,  it  also  confronted  the  question  of 

sovereignty.  The  struggle  for  independence, 

particularly in the province of Quebec, ignited a fierce 

debate over language,  cultural  identity,  and the very 

structure  of  the  Canadian  federation.  These  internal 

struggles  paralleled  the  broader  global  shifts  of  the 

Cold  War,  compelling  Canada  to  navigate  the 

treacherous  waters  of  international  diplomacy  and 

forge alliances in a world divided.

The Canadian Conundrum: Canada and the Ukrainian 

Question,  1939-1945,  invites  readers  on  a  journey 

through  this  transformative  period  in  Canadian 

history, a time of both turmoil and renewal. It offers a 

comprehensive exploration of Canada's policy towards 

Ukrainian Canadians, unveiling the intricate interplay 

of domestic and international factors that shaped this 

pivotal era. Drawing on a wealth of archival material, 

this  book  provides  a  nuanced  understanding  of  the 
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challenges and triumphs encountered by Canada as it 

navigated  the  tumultuous  tides  of  war,  changing 

societal attitudes, and the quest for national identity.
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Book Description

The Canadian Conundrum: Canada and the Ukrainian 

Question,  1939-1945,  delves  into  a  pivotal  chapter  in 

Canadian  history,  offering  a  comprehensive 

exploration  of  the  nation's  policy  towards  Ukrainian 

Canadians  during  World  War  II  and  its  aftermath. 

Drawing  on a  wealth  of  archival  material,  this  book 

unveils  the  intricate  interplay  of  domestic  and 

international  factors  that  shaped  this  transformative 

era.

At  the  heart  of  this  narrative  lies  the  Canadian 

government's  struggle to reconcile moral imperatives 

with  political  interests,  a  delicate  balancing  act  that 

tested the nation's  commitment to human rights  and 

justice.  The  internment  of  Ukrainian  Canadians,  the 

denial of basic civil liberties, and the protracted fight 

for equality cast a harsh light on the challenges faced 

by this marginalized community.
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Yet, even amidst adversity, glimmers of hope emerged. 

The  indomitable  spirit  of  Ukrainian  Canadians  and 

their unwavering commitment to justice, coupled with 

the growing awareness of the injustice inflicted upon 

them, propelled the nation towards reconciliation. The 

Canadian  government  eventually  embarked  upon  a 

path of amends, acknowledging the wrongs committed 

against Ukrainian Canadians and taking steps to rectify 

the  situation.  This  journey towards  atonement  offers 

valuable lessons in the realms of human rights, social 

justice, and the indomitable power of reconciliation.

Beyond  the  domestic  sphere,  Canada  found  itself 

grappling with the shifting tides of global politics and 

evolving societal attitudes. The post-war era witnessed 

a  dramatic  transformation  in  immigration  policy, 

ushering  in  a  new  wave  of  immigration  that 

transformed the nation's cultural landscape. The rise of 

multiculturalism  became  a  defining  characteristic  of 

Canadian  identity,  a  commitment  to  embracing  and 

7



celebrating the tapestry of cultures that enriched the 

nation.

However, even as Canada embraced diversity at home, 

it confronted the question of sovereignty. The struggle 

for  independence,  particularly  in  the  province  of 

Quebec, ignited a fierce debate over language, cultural 

identity,  and  the  very  structure  of  the  Canadian 

federation.  These  internal  struggles  paralleled  the 

broader  global  shifts  of  the  Cold  War,  compelling 

Canada  to  navigate  the  treacherous  waters  of 

international diplomacy and forge alliances in a world 

divided.

The Canadian Conundrum: Canada and the Ukrainian 

Question,  1939-1945,  provides  a  nuanced 

understanding  of  the  challenges  and  triumphs 

encountered by Canada as it navigated the tumultuous 

tides of war, changing societal attitudes, and the quest 

for national identity. It  is a book that offers valuable 

insights  into  the  complexities  of  nation-building,  the 
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interplay  of  domestic  and  international  politics,  and 

the enduring power of human resilience.
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Chapter 1: The Evolving Landscape

Canada and the World War

Canada's  involvement  in  World  War  II  indelibly 

transformed the nation's political, social, and cultural 

fabric.  As  the  conflict  escalated,  Canada  found  itself 

thrust into a global maelstrom, forced to confront the 

stark realities of war and the moral complexities that 

accompanied it.

The war's outbreak in 1939 presented Canada with a 

pivotal choice: to remain isolated and uninvolved or to 

join  the  Allied  Powers  in  their  struggle  against  Nazi 

Germany and  its  Axis  allies.  Prime Minister  William 

Lyon  Mackenzie  King,  initially  hesitant  to  commit 

Canada to war, eventually succumbed to pressure from 

both  domestic  and  international  quarters.  In 

September  1939,  Canada  declared  war  on  Germany, 

formally entering the conflict.
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Canada's decision to join the war was not unanimous. A 

significant  portion  of  the  population,  particularly  in 

Quebec,  harbored  strong  pacifist  sentiments  and 

questioned  the  necessity  of  Canadian  involvement. 

However,  the government's  determination to support 

Britain  and  its  allies,  coupled  with  growing  fears  of 

Nazi aggression, ultimately prevailed.

Canada's  contributions  to  the  war  effort  were 

substantial. Over the course of the conflict, more than 

one  million  Canadians  served  in  the  armed  forces, 

fighting  in  Europe,  North  Africa,  and  the  Pacific. 

Canadian troops played a pivotal  role  in key battles, 

including the Normandy landings and the liberation of 

the Netherlands.

The  war  also  had  a  profound  impact  on  Canada's 

domestic  landscape.  The  government  implemented  a 

series  of  wartime  measures,  including  conscription, 

rationing, and price controls,  to mobilize the nation's 

resources  and  manpower.  These  measures,  while 
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necessary, strained the fabric of Canadian society and 

led to widespread discontent.

The  war  also  accelerated  Canada's  industrialization. 

The demand for war materiel  spurred the growth of 

manufacturing  industries,  particularly  in  the 

production  of  aircraft,  ships,  and  munitions.  This 

industrial  expansionlaid  the  foundation  for  Canada's 

post-war economic prosperity.

The war years were a time of great peril and sacrifice 

for  Canada,  but  they  also  witnessed  the  nation's 

emergence  as  a  major  player  on  the  world  stage. 

Canada's contributions to the Allied victory earned it a 

seat  at  the  negotiating  table  at  the  end  of  the  war, 

helping to shape the post-war international order.
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Chapter 1: The Evolving Landscape

Shifting Diplomatic Alliances

The international landscape of the 1930s and 1940s was 

a tapestry of shifting allegiances, fragile alliances, and 

diplomatic maneuvering. As the clouds of war gathered 

over  Europe,  nations  reassessed  their  positions  and 

sought to secure their interests in the face of growing 

uncertainty.

At the heart of this diplomatic chess game was Canada, 

a  young nation eager to assert  its  independence and 

forge its own path in the world.  Caught between the 

gravitational pull of its historical ties to Britain and the 

allure  of  its  powerful  neighbor  to  the  south,  Canada 

found itself navigating a delicate balancing act.

As  war  loomed  on  the  horizon,  Canada's  diplomatic 

efforts  intensified.  The  nation  sought  to  maintain  its 

neutrality while simultaneously bolstering its defenses 

and aligning itself with potential allies. The outbreak of 
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war in 1939 forced Canada to make a definitive choice, 

and it unequivocally threw its support behind Britain 

and the Allied powers.

This  decision  was  driven by  a  confluence  of  factors. 

Canada shared a deep cultural and historical bond with 

Britain,  and  many Canadians  felt  a  sense  of  duty  to 

stand  by  their  mother  country  in  its  time  of  need. 

Additionally,  Canada  recognized  the  strategic 

importance  of  aligning  with  the  Allied  powers,  as  a 

German victory would have posed a grave threat to its 

own security and sovereignty.

Canada's  entry  into  the  war  marked  a  watershed 

moment  in  its  history.  It  signaled  the  nation's 

willingness to take an active role on the world stage 

and  demonstrated  its  commitment  to  upholding 

democratic values and resisting tyranny. However, this 

decision  also  came  with  significant  risks  and 

challenges.
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Canada's resources were stretched thin as it mobilized 

its military, ramped up production, and provided vital 

supplies  to  the  Allied  cause.  The  nation  faced  the 

constant threat of enemy attacks, both on its own soil 

and  overseas.  Moreover,  Canada's  alignment  with 

Britain and the United States drew the ire of Germany 

and  its  allies,  leading  to  diplomatic  tensions  and 

heightened security concerns.

Despite these challenges, Canada's unwavering support 

for  the  Allied  powers  never  wavered.  The  nation's 

contributions to the war effort were substantial, both 

in  terms  of  manpower  and  material  resources. 

Canadian  soldiers  fought  valiantly  on  battlefields 

across  Europe  and  Asia,  while  Canadian  factories 

produced  munitions,  aircraft,  and  other  essential 

supplies.

Canada's role in the war also had a profound impact on 

its  domestic  landscape.  The  war  effort  spurred 

economic growth and technological innovation, while 

15



also leading to social and cultural transformations. The 

nation emerged from the war with a renewed sense of 

purpose  and a  newfound confidence  in  its  ability  to 

shape its own destiny.
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Chapter 1: The Evolving Landscape

The Rise of Nationalism

In the years leading up to World War II,  nationalism 

was  on  the  rise  across  the  globe.  This  phenomenon, 

characterized by a heightened sense of national pride 

and a belief in the superiority of one's own nation, had 

profound  implications  for  Canada's  policy  towards 

Ukrainian Canadians.

Within  Canada,  the  rise  of  nationalism  manifested 

itself  in  a  variety  of  ways.  The  outbreak  of  war  in 

Europe in 1939 galvanized patriotic sentiment, leading 

to  an  increase  in  support  for  the  war  effort  and  a 

heightened  sense  of  national  unity.  However,  this 

upsurge in  nationalism also  had a  darker  side.  Anti-

immigrant  and  anti-foreigner  sentiments  intensified, 

particularly targeting those of Ukrainian descent.

Ukrainian  Canadians,  who  had  long  faced 

discrimination  and  prejudice,  found  themselves 
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increasingly marginalized as the war progressed. Their 

loyalty to Canada was questioned, and they were often 

portrayed  as  potential  subversives  or  spies.  This 

climate of suspicion and hostility made it difficult for 

Ukrainian Canadians to fully integrate into Canadian 

society.

The government's response to the rise of nationalism 

was  ambivalent.  On  the  one  hand,  it  recognized  the 

need  to  maintain  national  unity  and  morale  during 

wartime.  This  led  to  the  implementation  of  policies 

aimed  at  promoting  patriotism  and  suppressing 

dissent.  On the other hand, the government was also 

aware of the dangers of allowing nationalism to spiral 

out  of  control.  It  sought  to  balance  the  need  for 

national unity with the protection of individual rights 

and freedoms.

The  rise  of  nationalism  during  World  War  II  had  a 

profound impact on Canada's policy towards Ukrainian 

Canadians.  It  contributed  to  the  internment  of 
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Ukrainian Canadians, the denial of their civil liberties, 

and  the  discrimination  they  faced  in  employment, 

housing,  and  education.  However,  it  also  spurred 

Ukrainian  Canadians  to  organize  and  fight  for  their 

rights,  laying  the  groundwork  for  the  eventual 

recognition of their contributions to Canadian society.

Despite the challenges they faced, Ukrainian Canadians 

remained steadfast in their commitment to their new 

homeland. They fought for Canada in both world wars, 

contributed to the country's economy and culture, and 

helped to build a more inclusive and tolerant society. 

Their  story  is  a  testament  to  the  resilience  of  the 

human  spirit  and  the  power  of  unity  in  the  face  of 

adversity.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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