
The Debt of Education

Introduction

In the hallowed halls of academia, where the pursuit of 

knowledge and enlightenment should reign supreme, a 

pernicious  force  has  taken  root,  threatening  to 

undermine the very foundations of higher education. 

This insidious menace, known as political correctness, 

has stealthily crept into our universities and colleges, 

wreaking  havoc  on  intellectual  discourse,  academic 

freedom, and the free exchange of ideas.

Our  institutions  of  higher  learning,  once  bastions  of 

critical  thinking  and  open  inquiry,  have  become 

battlegrounds  for  ideological  warfare,  where 

conformity of thought is prized above all else. Students 

are  indoctrinated  with  a  narrow and often  distorted 

worldview, while professors who dare to challenge the 
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prevailing orthodoxy risk ostracism, censure, and even 

termination.

The  consequences  of  this  intellectual  suffocation  are 

dire. Our graduates, ill-equipped to navigate a world of 

competing  ideas  and  perspectives,  are  increasingly 

unable to think for themselves, to question authority, 

or  to  engage in  meaningful  dialogue.  They enter  the 

workforce and the public  square ill-prepared for  the 

challenges that await them, lacking the critical thinking 

skills and intellectual flexibility necessary to succeed in 

the 21st century.

The erosion of academic standards is another alarming 

symptom  of  the  malaise  that  afflicts  our  higher 

education  system.  In  the  name  of  inclusivity  and 

diversity, standards have been lowered, grade inflation 

has become rampant, and students are being awarded 

degrees  for  work  that  would  once  have  been 

considered unacceptable. This devaluation of academic 

achievement  sends  a  clear  message  to  students: 
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mediocrity  is  acceptable,  and  hard  work  and 

intellectual rigor are no longer valued.

The  financial  burden  of  higher  education  has  also 

reached  crisis  proportions.  Students  are  graduating 

with crushing levels of debt, which can take decades to 

repay. This debt not only hinders their ability to pursue 

their  dreams  and  build  their  lives,  but  it  also  has  a 

chilling effect on the economy as a whole.

This book is a clarion call for reform. It is a passionate 

indictment of the current state of higher education and 

a blueprint for a better future. The author, a veteran 

educator with decades of experience, pulls no punches 

in his critique of the system's ills. He offers a series of 

bold  and  innovative  proposals  to  address  the 

challenges  facing  our  universities  and  colleges,  from 

reforming the admissions process to raising academic 

standards to reducing the cost of college.

This  book is  essential  reading for  anyone who cares 

about the future of higher education. It is a call to arms 
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for students,  parents,  educators,  and policymakers to 

join together and demand a better system—one that is 

truly  committed  to  academic  excellence,  intellectual 

freedom, and the pursuit of truth.
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Book Description

In  this  groundbreaking  book,  Pasquale  De  Marco 

delivers  a  searing  indictment  of  the  current  state  of 

higher  education  in  America.  With  decades  of 

experience  as  an  educator,  Pasquale  De  Marco  has 

witnessed  firsthand  the  devastating  impact  that 

political  correctness,  declining  academic  standards, 

and the rising cost of college are having on students, 

parents, and the nation as a whole.

Pasquale  De  Marco  argues  that  our  universities  and 

colleges  have  become  battlegrounds  for  ideological 

warfare, where conformity of thought is prized above 

all else. Students are indoctrinated with a narrow and 

often distorted worldview, while professors who dare 

to  challenge the prevailing orthodoxy risk  ostracism, 

censure,  and  even  termination.  This  stifling  of 

intellectual diversity has created a culture of fear and 

self-censorship  that  is  antithetical  to  the  pursuit  of 

truth and the free exchange of ideas.
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The erosion of academic standards is another alarming 

trend that Pasquale De Marco documents in detail. In 

the name of inclusivity and diversity, standards have 

been  lowered,  grade  inflation  has  become  rampant, 

and students are being awarded degrees for work that 

would once have been considered unacceptable.  This 

devaluation  of  academic  achievement  sends  a  clear 

message to students: mediocrity is acceptable, and hard 

work and intellectual rigor are no longer valued.

The  financial  burden  of  higher  education  has  also 

reached  crisis  proportions.  Students  are  graduating 

with crushing levels of debt, which can take decades to 

repay. This debt not only hinders their ability to pursue 

their  dreams  and  build  their  lives,  but  it  also  has  a 

chilling effect on the economy as a whole.

Pasquale  De  Marco  offers  a  series  of  bold  and 

innovative proposals to address the challenges facing 

our universities and colleges. These proposals include:
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 Reforming the admissions process to ensure that 

students are admitted based on their academic 

merit,  not  their  race,  gender,  or  other  identity 

factors.

 Raising  academic  standards  and  eliminating 

grade inflation.

 Reducing  the  cost  of  college  by  cutting 

administrative bloat and exploring new models 

of education.

 Promoting free speech and intellectual diversity 

on campus.

 Holding colleges and universities accountable for 

the quality of their education and the outcomes 

of their graduates.

The Debt of Education is a must-read for anyone who 

cares about the future of higher education in America. 

It is a clarion call for reform, a passionate indictment of 

the current state of affairs, and a blueprint for a better 

future. 
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Chapter 1: The Crumbling Ivory Tower

2.  The  Rise  of  Political  Correctness  on 

Campus

Political correctness has become a dominant force on 

college  campuses  across  the  United  States.  This 

ideology,  which  seeks  to  suppress  speech  and 

expression that is deemed offensive or hurtful, has had 

a profound impact on academic life.

One  of  the  most  visible  manifestations  of  political 

correctness  is  the  rise  of  speech  codes.  These  codes, 

which are often enforced by university administrators, 

prohibit students and faculty from using language that 

is deemed to be offensive or hateful. This has led to a 

climate  of  fear  and  self-censorship  on  campus,  as 

students  and faculty  are  afraid  to  express  their  true 

opinions for fear of being punished.

Political  correctness  has  also  led  to  a  decline  in 

intellectual  diversity  on  campus.  Students  who  hold 
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unpopular  or  controversial  views  are  often 

marginalized  and  silenced.  This  has  created  a 

monoculture of thought on campus, where everyone is 

afraid to speak out against the prevailing orthodoxy.

The rise of political correctness has also had a negative 

impact on academic freedom. Professors who challenge 

the  prevailing  orthodoxy  often  face  harassment  and 

even termination.  This  has  created  a  climate  of  fear 

and intimidation that makes it difficult for professors 

to teach and research freely.

The rise of political correctness on campus is a serious 

threat to academic freedom and intellectual diversity. 

It  is  essential  that  we  challenge  this  ideology  and 

restore the free exchange of ideas to our universities 

and colleges.

Political correctness has also had a negative impact on 

the quality of education. When professors are afraid to 

challenge the prevailing orthodoxy, they are less likely 

to teach their students to think critically. This has led to 
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a  decline  in  critical  thinking  skills  among  college 

graduates.

In  addition,  political  correctness  has  made  it  more 

difficult for students to learn about different cultures 

and perspectives. When students are only exposed to 

viewpoints that are deemed to be acceptable, they are 

less  likely  to  develop  a  broad  and  nuanced 

understanding of the world.

The rise of political correctness on campus is a serious 

problem that is having a negative impact on the quality 

of  education and the intellectual  development of  our 

students. It is essential that we challenge this ideology 

and  restore  the  free  exchange  of  ideas  to  our 

universities and colleges.
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Chapter 1: The Crumbling Ivory Tower

2. The Erosion of Academic Standards

In the hallowed halls of academia, where the pursuit of 

knowledge and enlightenment should reign supreme, a 

pernicious  rot  has  set  in,  gnawing  away at  the  very 

foundation  of  higher  education:  the  erosion  of 

academic  standards.  This  insidious  decline  has 

manifested in a multitude of ways, from grade inflation 

and  the  proliferation  of  meaningless  degrees  to  the 

lowering of admissions requirements and the dumbing 

down of curricula.

One  of  the  most  visible  signs  of  this  decay  is  the 

rampant grade inflation that has become pervasive in 

our  universities  and  colleges.  Once  upon  a  time,  a 

grade  of  "C"  represented  a  satisfactory  level  of 

achievement,  while  a  "B"  indicated  above-average 

work  and  an  "A"  was  reserved  for  truly  exceptional 

performance. Today, however, it is not uncommon for 
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students to receive grades of "A" and "B" for work that 

would have barely earned a passing grade in the past. 

This grade inflation is not simply a matter of professors 

being more lenient  in  their  grading practices;  it  is  a 

deliberate  strategy  to  boost  student  GPAs  and  make 

them more competitive in the job market.

Another symptom of the erosion of academic standards 

is the proliferation of meaningless degrees. In the past, 

a  college  degree  was  a  symbol  of  intellectual 

achievement  and  a  passport  to  a  good  job.  Today, 

however, there are countless degrees available that are 

of little or no value in the job market. These degrees 

are often offered by for-profit colleges and universities 

that  are  more  interested  in  making  money  than  in 

providing a quality education.

The  lowering  of  admissions  requirements  is  another 

factor that has contributed to the decline in academic 

standards.  In  the  past,  colleges  and  universities  had 

rigorous  admissions  standards  and  only  admitted 
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students  who  had  demonstrated  a  strong  academic 

record. Today, however, many colleges and universities 

have lowered their admissions requirements in order 

to  attract  more  students  and  boost  their  enrollment 

numbers. This has led to a decline in the overall quality 

of the student body and has made it more difficult for 

professors to teach effectively.

The  dumbing  down  of  curricula  is  yet  another 

manifestation of the erosion of academic standards. In 

order  to  accommodate  students  who  are  less 

academically prepared, many colleges and universities 

have watered down their curricula. This has resulted in 

a decline in the rigor of coursework and has made it 

easier  for  students  to  earn  degrees  without  actually 

learning anything of substance.

The erosion of academic standards is a serious problem 

that  is  having  a  devastating  impact  on  our  higher 

education  system.  It  is  undermining  the  value  of  a 

college degree, making it more difficult for students to 
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succeed in the job market, and perpetuating a cycle of 

intellectual mediocrity.

14



Chapter 1: The Crumbling Ivory Tower

3. The Assault on Free Speech

In the hallowed halls of academia, where the pursuit of 

knowledge and enlightenment should reign supreme, a 

sinister  specter  has  emerged,  casting  a  long  and 

ominous shadow over the free exchange of ideas: the 

assault on free speech. This insidious attack on one of 

the most fundamental  pillars of  a democratic society 

has  transformed  our  universities  and  colleges  into 

battlegrounds  for  ideological  warfare,  where 

conformity of thought is prized above all else.

Gone  are  the  days  when  professors  could  challenge 

conventional  wisdom,  engage  in  robust  debate,  and 

encourage their students to think critically about the 

world  around  them.  Today,  they  must  navigate  a 

treacherous minefield of political correctness, lest they 

incur the wrath of vocal and intolerant minorities who 

brook no dissent from the prevailing orthodoxy.
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This  stifling  of  free  speech  has  had  a  devastating 

impact  on  the  quality  of  education.  Students  are  no 

longer exposed to a diversity of perspectives, and they 

are ill-equipped to engage in meaningful dialogue with 

those  who  hold  different  views.  They  are  taught  to 

accept  certain  ideas  as  sacrosanct,  and  to  question 

them is to risk being labeled a heretic or a bigot.

The  consequences  of  this  intellectual  suffocation  are 

dire.  Our  graduates,  deprived  of  the  opportunity  to 

develop critical thinking skills and to engage in open 

inquiry, are ill-prepared for the challenges of the real 

world. They enter the workforce and the public square 

unable to think for themselves, to question authority, 

or to defend their own beliefs.

The  assault  on  free  speech  is  not  only  a  threat  to 

academic freedom, but also to the very fabric of our 

democracy. A society that cannot tolerate dissent is a 

society that is doomed to decline. It is a society where 
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the truth is suppressed, where innovation is stifled, and 

where progress is impossible.

We must not allow this to happen. We must defend the 

right to free speech, both on our college campuses and 

in the public square. We must create an environment 

where  all  ideas,  no  matter  how  controversial  or 

unpopular, can be freely expressed and debated. Only 

then can we hope to preserve the intellectual vitality of 

our nation and ensure a better future for generations 

to come.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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