
The Skies Belong to Us

Introduction

The  P-51  Mustang  is  widely  regarded  as  the  best 

propeller-driven fighter that ever flew. It was a product 

of  American  wartime  fighter  development,  which 

included  engines  and  armaments,  as  part  of  a 

nationwide program of aircraft builders and fliers. The 

Mustang  played  a  critical  role  in  World  War  II, 

particularly  in  the  European  and  Pacific  theaters.  It 

was also used in the Korean and Vietnam Wars, and it 

remains  a  popular  aircraft  for  racing  and air  shows 

today.

The  Mustang  was  designed  by  Edgar  Schmued,  a 

German  migrant  who  had  a  deep  understanding  of 

aerodynamics. He was able to create a plane that was 

both  fast  and  maneuverable,  with  a  long  range  and 

powerful armament. The Mustang was also relatively 
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easy to produce, which made it a valuable asset to the 

Allied forces during World War II.

The Mustang's success was due in part to its innovative 

design. It was the first fighter aircraft to be equipped 

with  a  laminar  flow  wing,  which  reduced  drag  and 

improved  performance.  The  Mustang  also  had  a 

powerful  engine  and  a  well-designed  cockpit,  which 

gave the pilot excellent visibility and control.

The Mustang was also a versatile aircraft. It could be 

used  for  air-to-air  combat,  air-to-ground  attack,  and 

even  reconnaissance.  This  versatility  made  it  a 

valuable  asset  to  the  Allied  forces,  and  it  played  a 

major role in the Allied victory in World War II.

After the war, the Mustang continued to serve in the 

United States Air Force and other air forces around the 

world.  It  was  also  used  in  a  number  of  civilian 

applications, including racing and air shows. Today, the 

Mustang is still a popular aircraft, and it is a symbol of 

American ingenuity and aviation history.
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In this book, we will explore the history, design, and 

legacy of the P-51 Mustang. We will also take a look at 

the people who were involved in its development and 

use, and we will discuss its impact on aviation history.
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Book Description

The  Skies  Belong  to  Us tells  the  story  of  the  P-51 

Mustang, one of the most iconic fighter aircraft of all 

time. From its humble beginnings as a drawing on a 

napkin  to  its  pivotal  role  in  World  War  II,  the 

Mustang's  story  is  one  of  innovation,  courage,  and 

triumph.

This  book  covers  the  Mustang's  design  and 

development, its combat performance, and its legacy as 

a  symbol  of  American ingenuity.  It  also explores  the 

people  who were involved in  the Mustang's  creation 

and use, from its designer, Edgar Schmued, to the pilots 

who flew it in combat.

The Skies Belong to Us is the definitive history of the 

P-51 Mustang. It is a must-read for anyone interested in 

aviation history, military history, or American history.

About the Author
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Pasquale De Marco is a lifelong aviation enthusiast and 

historian.  He  has  written  extensively  about  the  P-51 

Mustang and other  aircraft.  He is  also  the author of 

several books on aviation history.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of a Legend

The P-51 Mustang: A Brief History

The  P-51  Mustang  is  widely  regarded  as  the  best 

propeller-driven fighter that ever flew. It was a product 

of  American  wartime  fighter  development,  which 

included  engines  and  armaments,  as  part  of  a 

nationwide program of aircraft builders and fliers. The 

Mustang  played  a  critical  role  in  World  War  II, 

particularly  in  the  European  and  Pacific  theaters.  It 

was also used in the Korean and Vietnam Wars, and it 

remains  a  popular  aircraft  for  racing  and air  shows 

today.

The  Mustang  was  designed  by  Edgar  Schmued,  a 

German  migrant  who  had  a  deep  understanding  of 

aerodynamics. He was able to create a plane that was 

both  fast  and  maneuverable,  with  a  long  range  and 

powerful armament. The Mustang was also relatively 
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easy to produce, which made it a valuable asset to the 

Allied forces during World War II.

The Mustang's success was due in part to its innovative 

design. It was the first fighter aircraft to be equipped 

with  a  laminar  flow  wing,  which  reduced  drag  and 

improved  performance.  The  Mustang  also  had  a 

powerful  engine  and  a  well-designed  cockpit,  which 

gave the pilot excellent visibility and control.

The Mustang was also a versatile aircraft. It could be 

used  for  air-to-air  combat,  air-to-ground  attack,  and 

even  reconnaissance.  This  versatility  made  it  a 

valuable  asset  to  the  Allied  forces,  and  it  played  a 

major role in the Allied victory in World War II.

After the war, the Mustang continued to serve in the 

United States Air Force and other air forces around the 

world.  It  was  also  used  in  a  number  of  civilian 

applications, including racing and air shows. Today, the 

Mustang is still a popular aircraft, and it is a symbol of 

American ingenuity and aviation history.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of a Legend

Edgar  Schmued:  The  Man  Behind  the 

Machine

Edgar Schmued was a German aeronautical engineer 

who immigrated to the United States in 1929. He had a 

deep understanding of aerodynamics and a passion for 

aviation.  Schmued  worked  for  a  number  of  aircraft 

companies before joining North American Aviation in 

1940.

At North American, Schmued was responsible for the 

design  of  the  P-51  Mustang.  The  Mustang  was  a 

revolutionary  aircraft  that  combined  speed, 

maneuverability,  and  range.  It  was  one  of  the  most 

successful  fighter  aircraft  of  World  War  II,  and  it 

played a major role in the Allied victory.

Schmued's  design for  the  Mustang was  based on his 

understanding  of  laminar  flow.  He  designed  the 

Mustang's  wing to have a smooth,  unbroken surface, 

8



which reduced drag and improved performance. The 

Mustang  also  had  a  powerful  engine  and  a  well-

designed  cockpit,  which  gave  the  pilot  excellent 

visibility and control.

Schmued's  contributions  to  the  Mustang  were 

significant.  He  was  the  driving  force  behind  the 

aircraft's  design,  and  he  played  a  major  role  in  its 

success.  The  Mustang  is  a  testament  to  Schmued's 

genius, and it remains one of the most iconic aircraft in 

aviation history.

Schmued  was  a  brilliant  engineer  and  a  visionary 

leader. He was a pioneer in the field of aerodynamics, 

and his  work helped to shape the course of  aviation 

history. The Mustang is a lasting legacy to his genius, 

and  it  continues  to  inspire  generations  of  aviation 

enthusiasts.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of a Legend

The  Role  of  American  Industry  in  Mustang 

Development

The P-51 Mustang was a product of American wartime 

fighter  development,  which  included  engines  and 

armaments, as part of a nationwide program of aircraft 

builders and fliers. The Mustang's success was due in 

part to the contributions of American industry, which 

was able to produce the aircraft in large numbers and 

to a high standard of quality.

One of the key factors in the Mustang's success was the 

development of the Packard V-1650 Merlin engine. This 

engine  was  a  powerful  and reliable  powerplant  that 

gave  the  Mustang  its  excellent  performance.  The 

Merlin engine was produced by the Packard Motor Car 

Company, which had a long history of building high-

quality engines.
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Another important factor in the Mustang's success was 

the  development  of  the  Allison  V-1710  engine.  This 

engine was used in the early models of the Mustang, 

and it gave the aircraft good performance. The Allison 

engine was produced by the Allison Engine Company, 

which was a subsidiary of General Motors.

In  addition  to  the  engines,  American  industry  also 

played  a  major  role  in  the  development  of  the 

Mustang's armament. The Mustang was armed with a 

variety of weapons, including machine guns, cannons, 

and  rockets.  These  weapons  were  produced  by  a 

number  of  different  companies,  including  Browning 

Arms, Colt, and Hughes Aircraft.

The  Mustang's  airframe  was  also  produced  by  a 

number  of  different  companies.  The  fuselage  was 

produced by the North American Aviation Company, 

and the wings  were produced by the Vultee  Aircraft 

Company. These companies were able to produce the 
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Mustang's airframe to a high standard of quality, which 

contributed to the aircraft's success.

The Mustang's success was a testament to the strength 

of American industry. The aircraft was a product of a 

nationwide  effort,  and  it  was  the  result  of  the 

contributions  of  many  different  companies  and 

individuals. The Mustang's success was a major factor 

in the Allied victory in World War II, and it remains a 

symbol  of  American  ingenuity  and  manufacturing 

prowess.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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