
Our American Crafts

Introduction

American craft is a diverse and vibrant expression of 

the nation's history,  culture,  and creativity.  From the 

earliest Native American artisans to the contemporary 

studio  artists  of  today,  American  craftspeople  have 

used  their  skills  and  ingenuity  to  create  objects  of 

beauty, utility, and meaning.

This book is a celebration of American craft in all its 

forms. It explores the history of American craft, from 

its humble beginnings to its current status as a thriving 

and respected art form. It also examines the different 

materials,  techniques,  and  traditions  that  make 

American craft so unique.

Whether you are a collector, a craftsperson, or simply 

someone who appreciates beautiful objects, this book is 
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sure to inspire and inform you. It  is a must-have for 

anyone who wants to learn more about the rich and 

varied world of American craft.

In this book, you will discover:

 The  history  of  American  craft,  from  its  early 

beginnings to the present day

 The  different  materials,  techniques,  and 

traditions that make American craft so unique

 Profiles of some of the most influential American 

craftspeople

 The role of craft in American society

 The future of American craft

American craft  is  a living tradition that is  constantly 

evolving.  New  materials,  techniques,  and  ideas  are 

constantly  being  introduced,  and  the  boundaries  of 

what is  considered to be "craft"  are constantly being 

pushed. This book is a snapshot of American craft at a 

particular  moment  in  time.  It  is  a  celebration of  the 

creativity,  ingenuity,  and  skill  of  American 
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craftspeople,  and  it  is  a  testament  to  the  enduring 

power of craft.
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Book Description

American craft is a diverse and vibrant expression of 

the nation's history,  culture,  and creativity.  From the 

earliest Native American artisans to the contemporary 

studio  artists  of  today,  American  craftspeople  have 

used  their  skills  and  ingenuity  to  create  objects  of 

beauty, utility, and meaning.

This book is a celebration of American craft in all its 

forms. It explores the history of American craft, from 

its humble beginnings to its current status as a thriving 

and respected art form. It also examines the different 

materials,  techniques,  and  traditions  that  make 

American craft so unique.

In this book, you will discover:

 The  history  of  American  craft,  from  its  early 

beginnings to the present day

 The  different  materials,  techniques,  and 

traditions that make American craft so unique
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 Profiles of some of the most influential American 

craftspeople

 The role of craft in American society

 The future of American craft

Whether you are a collector, a craftsperson, or simply 

someone who appreciates beautiful objects, this book is 

sure to inspire and inform you. It  is a must-have for 

anyone who wants to learn more about the rich and 

varied world of American craft.

Key Features:

 Over  200  full-color  photographs  of  American 

craft objects

 In-depth essays by leading experts on American 

craft

 Profiles of some of the most influential American 

craftspeople

 A  comprehensive  timeline  of  American  craft 

history
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 A glossary of terms and techniques

About the Author:

Pasquale  De  Marco  is  a  leading  expert  on  American 

craft. He has written extensively on the subject and has 

curated numerous exhibitions of American craft. He is 

also  the  founder  and director  of  the  American Craft 

Museum.
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Chapter 1: American Ingenuity

The Birth of American Craft

American craft has a long and rich history, dating back 

to the earliest Native American artisans. These skilled 

craftspeople  used  natural  materials  such  as  wood, 

bone, and stone to create objects of beauty and utility. 

They made baskets,  pottery,  jewelry,  and tools,  all  of 

which reflected their unique culture and environment.

European settlers brought their own craft traditions to 

America, and these traditions soon blended with those 

of  the  Native  Americans.  The  result  was  a  new  and 

distinctly  American  style  of  craft.  American 

craftspeople began to use new materials, such as metal 

and  glass,  and  they  developed  new  techniques  for 

working with these materials. They also began to draw 

inspiration  from  the  natural  world  around  them, 

creating objects that reflected the beauty and diversity 

of the American landscape.
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In  the  early  days  of  the  United  States,  craft  was 

essential  for  survival.  Craftspeople  made  everything 

from furniture to clothing to tools. As the country grew 

and prospered, craft became more and more a form of 

artistic expression. Craftspeople began to create objects 

that were not only functional but also beautiful. They 

also began to explore new and innovative ways to use 

traditional materials and techniques.

The  birth  of  American  craft  was  a  time  of  great 

creativity  and  innovation.  Craftspeople  were  free  to 

experiment with new ideas and to create objects that 

reflected their own unique vision. The result was a rich 

and varied body of work that continues to inspire and 

inform contemporary craftspeople today.

The influence of Native American crafts on American 

craft  cannot  be  overstated.  Native  American 

craftspeople had a deep understanding of the natural 

world, and they used this knowledge to create objects 

that were both beautiful and functional. They also had 
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a strong sense of community, and they often worked 

together to create large-scale projects.

The European settlers who came to America brought 

their own craft traditions with them. These traditions 

included  woodworking,  metalworking,  and 

glassblowing. European craftspeople also had a strong 

sense  of  design,  and  they  often  used  their  skills  to 

create objects that were both beautiful and practical.

The blending of Native American and European craft 

traditions gave rise to a new and distinctly American 

style of craft. American craftspeople began to use new 

materials  and techniques,  and they  drew inspiration 

from the natural world around them. The result was a 

rich and varied body of work that continues to inspire 

and inform contemporary craftspeople today.
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Chapter 1: American Ingenuity

The Spirit of Innovation

American ingenuity is a defining characteristic of the 

nation's history and culture. From the earliest settlers 

who  braved  the  unknown  to  the  entrepreneurs  and 

inventors  who  have  driven  the  country's  economic 

growth, Americans have always been known for their 

ability to think outside the box and find new and better 

ways to do things.

This  spirit  of  innovation  is  evident  in  all  aspects  of 

American life, including the world of craft. American 

craftspeople have a long history of adapting traditional 

techniques to new materials and creating new forms of 

expression.  They  have  also  been  at  the  forefront  of 

developing new technologies and processes that have 

revolutionized the way that crafts are made.

One  of  the  most  famous  examples  of  American 

ingenuity in craft is the development of the American 
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longrifle.  In  the  early  18th  century,  American 

gunsmiths began to modify European firearms to make 

them more suitable for the conditions of the American 

frontier. These rifles were lighter, more accurate, and 

more powerful than their European counterparts, and 

they quickly became the weapon of choice for hunters, 

soldiers, and pioneers.

Another example of American ingenuity in craft is the 

development of the Shaker furniture style. In the 19th 

century, the Shaker religious sect developed a unique 

style  of  furniture  that  was  characterized  by  its 

simplicity, functionality, and beauty. Shaker furniture 

was  made from simple  materials,  such as  wood and 

metal,  and  it  was  often  decorated  with  simple 

geometric  patterns.  Shaker  furniture  quickly  became 

popular  among  both  Shakers  and  non-Shakers  alike, 

and it remains popular to this day.

The spirit of innovation is alive and well in American 

craft today. American craftspeople continue to push the 
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boundaries of what is possible in their field. They are 

using  new  materials,  new  techniques,  and  new 

technologies  to  create  works  of  art  that  are  both 

beautiful and functional.

The spirit of innovation is what makes American craft 

so  dynamic  and  exciting.  It  is  what  ensures  that 

American craft will continue to thrive for many years 

to come.
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Chapter 1: American Ingenuity

American Craftsmen and Their Workshops

American craftsmen have long been known for their 

ingenuity and skill. From the early days of the nation, 

when settlers had to make do with whatever materials 

they could find, to the present day, when craftspeople 

have access to a wide variety of  tools and materials, 

American craftsmen have always found ways to create 

beautiful and useful objects.

In the early days of the nation, most craftsmen worked 

in  small  workshops,  often in  their  own homes.  They 

used simple  tools  and materials  to  create  everything 

from furniture and clothing to tools and weapons. As 

the  nation  grew and prospered,  so  too  did  the  craft 

industry. Larger workshops were built, and craftsmen 

began to specialize in particular trades.

By the 19th century, there were a number of thriving 

craft centers in the United States. These centers were 
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home to a variety of craftsmen, including blacksmiths, 

cabinetmakers,  coopers,  and  weavers.  Craftsmen  in 

these  centers  produced a  wide  range of  goods,  from 

furniture and clothing to tools and machinery.

The Industrial  Revolution had a  profound impact  on 

the craft industry. As factories began to mass-produce 

goods,  the  demand  for  handmade  goods  declined. 

Many craftsmen were forced to close their workshops 

and find work in factories. However, some craftsmen 

were  able  to  adapt  to  the  new economic  conditions. 

They began to produce high-quality, specialized goods 

that could not be mass-produced.

Today, there is a renewed interest in American craft. 

Craftspeople  are  once  again  creating  beautiful  and 

unique  objects,  using  both  traditional  and  modern 

techniques. Craft fairs and festivals are popular events, 

and  there  are  a  number  of  museums  and  galleries 

dedicated to American craft.
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American craftsmen have always been resourceful and 

innovative. They have used their skills and ingenuity to 

create  objects  of  beauty  and  utility  that  reflect  the 

values and traditions of the nation.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

16



Table of Contents

Chapter  1:  American  Ingenuity *  The  Birth  of 

American Craft * The Spirit of Innovation * American 

Craftsmen and Their Workshops * The Role of Craft in 

American  Society  *  The  Legacy  of  American 

Craftsmanship

Chapter  2:  A  Tapestry  of  Traditions *  Native 

American  Crafts:  A  Rich  Heritage  *  European 

Influences  on  American  Crafts  *  African  American 

Crafts:  A  Legacy  of  Creativity  *  The  Melting  Pot  of 

American  Craft  *  The  Evolution  of  American  Craft 

Traditions

Chapter 3: From Necessity to Art * Craft as a Means of 

Survival  *  The  Rise  of  Craft  as  an  Art  Form  *  The 

Influence of the Arts and Crafts Movement * The Studio 

Craft Movement * Contemporary Craft: A New Era

Chapter 4: A Celebration of Materials * Wood: The 

Versatile Medium * Metal: Strength and Beauty * Clay: 

17



A Timeless Material * Fiber: The Fabric of Our Lives * 

Glass: A Fragile Art

Chapter 5:  Tools and Techniques *  The Craftsman's 

Toolbox * Traditional Craft Techniques * Modern Craft 

Techniques * The Fusion of Old and New * The Future 

of Craft Techniques

Chapter 6: Shaping American Identity * Craft and the 

American Dream * Craft and the American Frontier * 

Craft  and  the  American  Civil  War  *  Craft  and  the 

American  Industrial  Revolution  *  Craft  and  the 

American Consumer Culture

Chapter 7: Craft in the Modern Age * The Rise of Mass 

Production * The Impact of Technology on Craft * Craft 

as  a Form of  Resistance *  The Revival  of  Traditional 

Crafts * The Future of Craft in the Digital Age

Chapter 8: Craft and Community * The Role of Craft 

in Community Building * Craft  as a Way to Preserve 

Cultural  Heritage  *  Craft  as  a  Source  of  Economic 

18



Development  *  Craft  as  a  Form  of  Education  *  The 

Power of Craft to Bring People Together

Chapter 9: The Business of Craft * The Challenges of 

Selling  Craft  *  Marketing  and  Promotion  for  Craft 

Artists  *  The  Role  of  Craft  Fairs  and Festivals  *  The 

Importance of Craft Organizations * The Future of the 

Craft Market

Chapter  10:  The  Legacy  of  American  Craft * 

American  Craft  Museums  and  Galleries  *  The 

Importance of Craft Preservation * Craft in Education * 

The Future of American Craft * The Enduring Spirit of 

American Craftsmanship 

19



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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