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Introduction

The  field  of  radiation  measurement  is  undergoing 

rapid  and  exciting  developments,  driven  by  the 

increasing  need  for  accurate  and  reliable  radiation 

detection  in  various  applications.  These  include 

medical imaging, environmental monitoring, homeland 

security, and particle physics research.

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the 

electronic  systems  used  in  radiation  measurements, 

covering  the  fundamental  principles  of  electronics, 

radiation detection, and data acquisition. It includes in-

depth  discussions  on  various  types  of  radiation 

detectors, such as scintillators, gas-filled detectors, and 

semiconductor  detectors.  The  book  also  covers  the 
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design  and  implementation  of  preamplifiers,  pulse 

shapers,  and  multi-channel  analyzers,  which  are 

essential  for  processing  the  signals  from  radiation 

detectors.

In  addition  to  the  basic  principles,  the  book  also 

introduces  advanced  topics,  such  as  particle 

accelerators,  radiation  detectors  for  high-energy 

physics,  radiation detectors for medical  imaging,  and 

radiation detectors for environmental monitoring. The 

book  is  written  in  a  clear  and  concise  style,  with 

numerous illustrations and examples to help readers 

understand the concepts.

This  book  is  intended  for  a  wide  range  of  readers, 

including  undergraduate  and  graduate  students  in 

electrical  engineering,  nuclear  engineering,  and 

medical  physics.  It  is  also  a  valuable  resource  for 

researchers and professionals in these fields who are 

involved in the design, development, and application of 

radiation detection systems.
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By providing a comprehensive and up-to-date account 

of  the latest  developments in radiation measurement 

electronics,  this book will  help readers to stay at the 

forefront of this rapidly growing field.
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Book Description

The  field  of  radiation  measurement  is  undergoing 

rapid  and  exciting  developments,  driven  by  the 

increasing  need  for  accurate  and  reliable  radiation 

detection  in  various  applications.  These  include 

medical imaging, environmental monitoring, homeland 

security, and particle physics research.

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the 

electronic  systems  used  in  radiation  measurements, 

covering  the  fundamental  principles  of  electronics, 

radiation detection, and data acquisition. It includes in-

depth  discussions  on  various  types  of  radiation 

detectors, such as scintillators, gas-filled detectors, and 

semiconductor  detectors.  The  book  also  covers  the 

design  and  implementation  of  preamplifiers,  pulse 

shapers,  and  multi-channel  analyzers,  which  are 

essential  for  processing  the  signals  from  radiation 

detectors.
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In  addition  to  the  basic  principles,  the  book  also 

introduces  advanced  topics,  such  as  particle 

accelerators,  radiation  detectors  for  high-energy 

physics,  radiation detectors for medical  imaging,  and 

radiation detectors for environmental monitoring. The 

book  is  written  in  a  clear  and  concise  style,  with 

numerous illustrations and examples to help readers 

understand the concepts.

This  book  is  intended  for  a  wide  range  of  readers, 

including  undergraduate  and  graduate  students  in 

electrical  engineering,  nuclear  engineering,  and 

medical  physics.  It  is  also  a  valuable  resource  for 

researchers and professionals in these fields who are 

involved in the design, development, and application of 

radiation detection systems.

By providing a comprehensive and up-to-date account 

of  the latest  developments in radiation measurement 

electronics,  this book will  help readers to stay at the 

forefront of this rapidly growing field.

5



Chapter 1: Electronics Fundamentals

Introduction to Electronics

Electronics  is  the  study  of  the  flow  of  electrons  in 

materials. It is a branch of physics that deals with the 

design,  construction,  and  application  of  electronic 

circuits and devices.  Electronic circuits are used in a 

wide  variety  of  applications,  including  computers, 

telecommunications, and medical equipment.

The basic building block of an electronic circuit is the 

transistor. A transistor is a semiconductor device that 

can  amplify  or  switch  electronic  signals.  Transistors 

are  used  in  a  wide  variety  of  electronic  circuits, 

including amplifiers, oscillators, and logic gates.

Other  important  electronic  components  include 

resistors, capacitors, and diodes. Resistors are used to 

limit  the  flow of  current  in  a  circuit.  Capacitors  are 

used to store electrical energy. Diodes are used to allow 

current to flow in only one direction.
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Electronic  circuits  are  designed  using  a  variety  of 

circuit  analysis  techniques.  These  techniques  include 

Ohm's law,  Kirchhoff's  laws,  and thevenin's  theorem. 

Circuit  analysis  is  used  to  determine  the  voltage, 

current, and power in a circuit.

Electronics is a vast and complex field. However, the 

basic principles of electronics are relatively simple. By 

understanding  these  principles,  you  can  design  and 

build a wide variety of electronic circuits.

- Basic Electronic Components

The  basic  electronic  components  used  in  radiation 

measurement electronics include resistors, capacitors, 

diodes, and transistors.

Resistors  are  used  to  limit  the  flow  of  current  in  a 

circuit. They are made from a material that is a poor 

conductor of electricity, such as carbon or metal oxide. 

The resistance of a resistor is measured in ohms.
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Capacitors are used to store electrical energy. They are 

made from two conductive plates that are separated by 

an insulating material. The capacitance of a capacitor is 

measured in farads.

Diodes are used to allow current to flow in only one 

direction.  They  are  made  from  a  semiconductor 

material,  such as silicon or germanium. The forward 

voltage drop of a diode is typically around 0.7 volts.

Transistors  are  used  to  amplify  or  switch  electronic 

signals. They are made from a semiconductor material, 

such as silicon or germanium. Transistors have three 

terminals: the emitter, the base, and the collector.

- Electronic Circuits

Electronic circuits  are designed to perform a specific 

function. The most common types of electronic circuits 

include amplifiers, oscillators, and logic gates.

Amplifiers  are  used  to  increase  the  amplitude  of  an 

electronic  signal.  They are used in a  wide variety of 
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applications,  including  audio  amplifiers,  video 

amplifiers, and power amplifiers.

Oscillators are used to generate a periodic electronic 

signal. They are used in a wide variety of applications, 

including clocks, timers, and signal generators.

Logic gates are used to perform logical operations on 

electronic signals. They are used in a wide variety of 

applications,  including  computers, 

telecommunications, and control systems.

- Signal Processing

Signal  processing  is  the  process  of  manipulating 

electronic signals to extract useful information. Signal 

processing  techniques  are  used  in  a  wide  variety  of 

applications,  including  audio  processing,  image 

processing, and speech recognition.

The  most  common  types  of  signal  processing 

techniques  include  filtering,  amplification,  and 

modulation.  Filtering  is  used  to  remove  unwanted 
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noise from a signal.  Amplification is used to increase 

the amplitude of a signal. Modulation is used to change 

the frequency or amplitude of a signal.

- Measurement Techniques

Measurement  techniques  are  used  to  measure  the 

voltage,  current,  and  power  in  a  circuit.  The  most 

common  types  of  measurement  techniques  include 

analog  measurement  techniques  and  digital 

measurement techniques.

Analog measurement techniques use analog meters to 

measure the voltage, current, and power in a circuit. 

Analog  meters  are  simple  to  use  and  relatively 

inexpensive.  However,  they  are  not  as  accurate  as 

digital measurement techniques.

Digital measurement techniques use digital meters to 

measure the voltage, current, and power in a circuit. 

Digital meters are more accurate than analog meters, 

but they are also more expensive.
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Chapter 1: Electronics Fundamentals

Basic Electronic Components

Electronic  components  are  the  building  blocks  of 

electronic circuits. They can be classified into two main 

categories: passive components and active components. 

Passive components do not require an external power 

source to operate, while active components do.

Passive Components

The most  common passive  components  are  resistors, 

capacitors, and inductors. Resistors restrict the flow of 

current in a circuit, capacitors store electrical energy, 

and inductors oppose changes in current. Other passive 

components  include  diodes,  which  allow  current  to 

flow  in  only  one  direction,  and  transformers,  which 

transfer electrical energy from one circuit to another.

Active Components
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The most  common active components  are transistors 

and  integrated  circuits  (ICs).  Transistors  are 

semiconductor  devices  that  can  amplify  or  switch 

signals.  ICs  are  small  electronic  circuits  that  contain 

millions  of  transistors  and  other  components.  Other 

active  components  include  operational  amplifiers, 

which are used to amplify or filter signals, and voltage 

regulators, which maintain a constant voltage level.

Electronic Circuits

Electronic  circuits  are  made  up  of  combinations  of 

electronic components. Circuits can be used to perform 

a wide variety of functions, such as amplifying signals, 

filtering out noise, and generating waveforms.

Signal Processing

Signal processing is the process of manipulating signals 

to  extract  useful  information.  Signal  processing 

techniques can be used to remove noise from signals, 

amplify signals, and extract features from signals.
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Measurement Techniques

Measurement  techniques  are  used  to  measure  the 

properties  of  electronic  circuits  and  signals. 

Measurement  techniques  can  be  used  to  measure 

voltage,  current,  resistance,  and  other  circuit 

parameters.
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Chapter 1: Electronics Fundamentals

Electronic Circuits

Electronic circuits are the foundation of all electronic 

devices,  including  those  used  in  radiation 

measurement. They are used to amplify signals, filter 

out noise, and perform other essential functions.

There are many different types of  electronic circuits, 

each with its own unique function. Some of the most 

common types of circuits include:

 Amplifiers increase the amplitude of a signal.

 Filters remove  unwanted  frequencies  from  a 

signal.

 Oscillators generate a periodic signal.

 Logic gates perform logical operations on binary 

signals.

Electronic circuits can be designed using a variety of 

different  components,  including  resistors,  capacitors, 
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transistors,  and  diodes.  The  choice  of  components 

depends on the desired function of the circuit.

The design of electronic circuits is a complex process 

that requires a deep understanding of electricity and 

electronics.  However,  the  basic  principles  of  circuit 

design  are  relatively  simple.  By  following  these 

principles,  it  is  possible  to  design  circuits  that  can 

perform a wide variety of functions.

Electronic circuits are essential for the operation of all 

electronic  devices,  including  those  used  in  radiation 

measurement. By understanding the basic principles of 

circuit design, it is possible to design and build circuits 

that can meet the specific requirements of a particular 

application.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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