The Man of the Hour: A Life of Bryan

Introduction

Bryan was a man of many contradictions. He was a
devout Christian who believed in the literal truth of the
Bible, yet he was also a brilliant orator and politician
who used his skills to champion progressive causes. He
was a populist who railed against the wealthy and
powerful, yet he was also a wealthy man himself. He
was a pacifist who opposed war, yet he served as

Secretary of State during World War I.

Bryan's life was a reflection of the tumultuous times in
which he lived. He was born in 1860, just as the United
States was on the brink of civil war. He grew up in a
small town in Nebraska, where he witnessed the
hardships faced by farmers and laborers. These
experiences shaped his political views, and he became

a champion of the common man.



Bryan first gained national attention in 1896, when he
delivered his famous "Cross of Gold" speech at the
Democratic National Convention. In this speech, Bryan
called for the free coinage of silver, which he believed
would help farmers and laborers. Bryan's speech
electrified the convention and helped him win the

Democratic nomination for president.

Bryan lost the election to William McKinley, but he
remained a popular figure in the Democratic Party. He
ran for president again in 1900 and 1908, but he was
defeated both times. Despite his electoral defeats,
Bryan continued to be a powerful voice in American
politics. He served as Secretary of State under
Woodrow Wilson from 1913 to 1915, and he remained

active in politics until his death in 1925.

Bryan was a complex and controversial figure, but he
was also a man of great passion and conviction. He was

a true believer in the power of democracy, and he



dedicated his life to fighting for the rights of the

common man.

Bryan's legacy is still debated today. Some historians
see him as a great leader who championed progressive
causes, while others see him as a demagogue who
appealed to the worst instincts of the American people.
Regardless of one's interpretation of Bryan's legacy,
there is no doubt that he was one of the most important

and influential figures in American history.



Book Description

The Man of the Hour: A Life of Bryan tells the story of
one of the most important and influential figures in
American history, William Jennings Bryan. Bryan was
a complex and controversial figure, but he was also a
man of great passion and conviction. He was a true
believer in the power of democracy, and he dedicated

his life to fighting for the rights of the common man.

Bryan was born in 1860, just as the United States was
on the brink of civil war. He grew up in a small town in
Nebraska, where he witnessed the hardships faced by
farmers and laborers. These experiences shaped his
political views, and he became a champion of the

common man.

Bryan first gained national attention in 1896, when he
delivered his famous "Cross of Gold" speech at the
Democratic National Convention. In this speech, Bryan

called for the free coinage of silver, which he believed



would help farmers and laborers. Bryan's speech
electrified the convention and helped him win the

Democratic nomination for president.

Bryan lost the election to William McKinley, but he
remained a popular figure in the Democratic Party. He
ran for president again in 1900 and 1908, but he was
defeated both times. Despite his electoral defeats,
Bryan continued to be a powerful voice in American
politics. He served as Secretary of State under
Woodrow Wilson from 1913 to 1915, and he remained

active in politics until his death in 1925.

Bryan was a complex and controversial figure, but he
was also a man of great passion and conviction. He was
a true believer in the power of democracy, and he
dedicated his life to fighting for the rights of the
common man. The Man of the Hour: A Life of Bryan
is a fascinating and insightful look at the life of this

important American figure.



This book is a must-read for anyone interested in
American history, politics, or biography. Bryan's life is
a story of triumph and tragedy, of hope and
disappointment. But it is also a story of a man who
never gave up on his beliefs, and who fought tirelessly

for what he believed was right.



Chapter 1: The Early Years

Bryan's childhood and family

Bryan was born in Salem, Illinois, on March 19, 1860.
He was the son of Silas Lillard Bryan and Mariah
Elizabeth Jennings Bryan. His father was a farmer and
politician who served in the Illinois legislature. His
mother was a devout Christian who instilled in Bryan a

strong sense of faith.

Bryan grew up in a small town in Nebraska, where he
witnessed the hardships faced by farmers and laborers.
These experiences shaped his political views, and he

became a champion of the common man.

Bryan's father died when he was 16 years old, and he
was forced to take on a number of odd jobs to help
support his family. He worked as a teacher, a clerk, and
a newspaper reporter. He also attended college, where

he studied law.



After graduating from college, Bryan moved to Lincoln,
Nebraska, where he began his career as a lawyer. He
quickly gained a reputation as a brilliant orator and a
skilled politician. In 1890, he was elected to the U.S.

House of Representatives.

Bryan's early life was marked by poverty and hardship.
However, he overcame these challenges to become one
of the most influential politicians of his time. His
experiences growing up in a small town in Nebraska
helped to shape his political views, and he became a

champion of the common man.



Chapter 1: The Early Years

His education and early career

Bryan was born in Salem, Illinois, on March 19, 1860.
His father, Silas Bryan, was a farmer and politician
who served in the Illinois legislature. His mother,
Mariah Bryan, was a devout Christian who raised her

children in a strict religious environment.

Bryan attended public schools in Salem and graduated
from Illinois College in Jacksonville in 1881. He then
studied law at Union Law College in Chicago and was

admitted to the bar in 1883.

After graduating from law school, Bryan moved to
Lincoln, Nebraska, where he began his political career.
He was elected to the Nebraska legislature in 1886 and
served for two terms. In 1890, he was elected to the U.S.
House of Representatives, where he served for six

years.



During his time in Congress, Bryan emerged as a leader
of the Populist movement, a political party that
advocated for the rights of farmers and laborers.
Bryan's fiery speeches and populist message resonated
with voters, and he quickly became a popular figure in

the Democratic Party.

In 1896, Bryan was nominated for president by the
Democratic Party. His campaign focused on economic
issues, and he called for the free coinage of silver,
which he believed would help farmers and laborers.
Bryan's campaign electrified the country, but he

ultimately lost the election to William McKinley.

Despite his defeat, Bryan remained a popular figure in
the Democratic Party. He ran for president again in
1900 and 1908, but he was defeated both times. After
his final defeat in 1908, Bryan retired from politics and

devoted his time to writing and lecturing.
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Chapter 1: The Early Years

His entry into politics

Bryan's entry into politics was a natural progression of
his lifelong commitment to public service. From a
young age, he had been involved in local politics,
serving on the school board and the city council. He
also worked as a newspaper editor, using his platform

to advocate for progressive causes.

In 1888, Bryan was elected to the U.S. House of
Representatives. He quickly made a name for himself
as a gifted orator and a champion of the common man.
He spoke out against the gold standard, which he
believed was hurting farmers and laborers. He also
supported bimetallism, a monetary system that would

have used both gold and silver.

Bryan's populism resonated with voters, and he was
reelected to the House in 1890 and 1892. In 1894, he

was elected to the U.S. Senate. Bryan's election to the
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Senate was a major victory for the Populist movement,
and it helped to bring the issue of bimetallism to the

forefront of the national debate.

Bryan's entry into politics was a watershed moment in
American history. He was one of the first politicians to
successfully appeal to the masses, and he helped to
shape the political landscape of the late 19th and early

20th centuries.

Bryan's political career was marked by both triumphs
and defeats. He was a three-time presidential
candidate, but he never won the White House. Despite
his electoral setbacks, Bryan remained a popular figure
in the Democratic Party, and he continued to be a
powerful voice in American politics until his death in

1925.

Bryan's legacy is still debated today. Some historians
see him as a great leader who championed progressive
causes, while others see him as a demagogue who

appealed to the worst instincts of the American people.
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Regardless of one's interpretation of Bryan's legacy,
there is no doubt that he was one of the most important

and influential figures in American history.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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