
The Mighty GT:  Evolution of  an Iconic 

Automobile

Introduction

The  Ford  GT40  is  an  iconic  sports  car  that  left  an 

indelible mark on the world of motorsports. From its 

humble  beginnings  as  a  challenger  to  Ferrari's 

dominance at Le Mans to its triumphant victories and 

enduring legacy, the GT40's story is one of innovation, 

passion, and triumph.

This comprehensive volume delves into the rich history 

of  the  GT40,  exploring  the  visionaries  behind  its 

creation, the engineering marvels that made it a force 

to  be  reckoned  with  on  the  racetrack,  and  the 

legendary  drivers  who  tamed  its  untamed  power. 

Through a captivating narrative and stunning visuals, 

readers  will  journey  through  the  GT40's  golden  era, 
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reliving the exhilarating races, the fierce rivalries, and 

the unforgettable moments that cemented its place in 

automotive history.

Beyond the racetrack, the GT40's influence extends far 

and  wide.  Its  sleek  design  and  unparalleled 

performance  have  captured  the  imagination  of 

enthusiasts  and  collectors  alike,  making  it  a  sought-

after prize in the world of classic cars. The GT40 has 

also  found  its  way  into  popular  culture,  gracing  the 

silver screen, video games, and even art and literature.

In this book, readers will discover the intricate details 

of  the  GT40's  design,  from  its  powerful  engine  and 

aerodynamic  body  to  its  innovative  suspension  and 

safety  features.  They  will  also  gain  insights  into  the 

economic and cultural impact of the GT40, exploring its 

role  in  shaping  the  automotive  industry  and  its 

enduring  appeal  as  a  symbol  of  speed,  power,  and 

prestige.
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Whether  you're  a  seasoned  car  enthusiast  or  simply 

appreciate  the  beauty  and history  of  iconic  vehicles, 

this book is an essential addition to your library. With 

its  captivating  storytelling,  stunning  visuals,  and 

comprehensive  coverage,  it  offers  a  definitive 

exploration of the Ford GT40, a legend that continues to 

inspire and captivate generations of car lovers.
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Book Description

Step into the world of the Ford GT40, an automotive 

icon  that  redefined  the  boundaries  of  speed  and 

endurance. This comprehensive volume takes you on a 

thrilling journey through the history, engineering, and 

cultural impact of this legendary sports car.

From  its  inception  as  a  challenger  to  Ferrari's 

dominance at Le Mans to its triumphant victories and 

enduring legacy, the GT40's story is one of innovation, 

passion, and triumph. Discover the visionaries behind 

its  creation,  the  engineering  marvels  that  made  it  a 

force  to  be  reckoned with  on the  racetrack,  and the 

legendary drivers who tamed its untamed power.

Beyond the racetrack, the GT40's influence extends far 

and  wide.  Its  sleek  design  and  unparalleled 

performance  have  captured  the  imagination  of 

enthusiasts  and  collectors  alike,  making  it  a  sought-

after prize in the world of classic cars. The GT40 has 
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also  found  its  way  into  popular  culture,  gracing  the 

silver screen, video games, and even art and literature.

In this book,  you'll  find a wealth of  information and 

insights  into  the  Ford  GT40.  Explore  the  intricate 

details  of  its  design,  from  its  powerful  engine  and 

aerodynamic  body  to  its  innovative  suspension  and 

safety  features.  Gain  insights  into  the  economic  and 

cultural  impact  of  the  GT40,  its  role  in  shaping  the 

automotive  industry,  and  its  enduring  appeal  as  a 

symbol of speed, power, and prestige.

Whether  you're  a  seasoned  car  enthusiast  or  simply 

appreciate  the  beauty  and history  of  iconic  vehicles, 

this book is an essential addition to your library. With 

its  captivating  storytelling,  stunning  visuals,  and 

comprehensive  coverage,  it  offers  a  definitive 

exploration of the Ford GT40, a legend that continues to 

inspire and captivate generations of car lovers.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of a Legend

1. The Visionary Behind the GT: Henry Ford II

Henry  Ford  II,  the  grandson  of  automotive  pioneer 

Henry Ford, played a pivotal role in the creation of the 

Ford GT40. His vision and determination transformed 

the  GT40  from  a  mere  concept  into  a  world-beating 

race car.

Ford II's passion for racing ignited at an early age. He 

competed in various motorsports events, including the 

24  Hours  of  Le  Mans,  where  he  witnessed  Ferrari's 

dominance firsthand. Determined to challenge Ferrari's 

supremacy, Ford II set his sights on building a car that 

could not only compete with but also defeat the Italian 

marque on its home turf.

In  1963,  Ford  II  gave  the  green  light  to  a  top-secret 

project  to develop a new sports  car.  He assembled a 

team of  talented engineers and designers,  led by the 

brilliant  Carroll  Shelby.  Shelby  had  already  made  a 
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name for himself in the racing world, having won the 

24 Hours of Le Mans in 1959 with Aston Martin.

Ford II's vision extended beyond mere competition. He 

wanted  the  GT40  to  embody  the  spirit  of  American 

innovation and excellence. He believed that a victory at 

Le  Mans would not  only  boost  Ford's  reputation but 

also serve as a testament to American ingenuity.

Under  Ford  II's  leadership,  the  GT40  project  gained 

momentum.  The  team  worked  tirelessly,  overcoming 

countless obstacles and setbacks. Ford II's unwavering 

support and belief in the project proved invaluable, as 

the  GT40  gradually  evolved  from  a  concept  into  a 

reality.

In 1966, the Ford GT40 made its triumphant debut at Le 

Mans.  The  car's  sleek  design,  powerful  engine,  and 

superior handling captivated the racing world. After a 

grueling 24-hour battle, the GT40 crossed the finish line 

first, marking a historic victory for Ford and a personal 

triumph for Henry Ford II.
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Ford II's  vision and determination had paid  off.  The 

GT40  became  a  legend,  cementing  Ford's  place  in 

racing history. His unwavering belief in the project and 

his passion for motorsport had propelled the GT40 to 

the pinnacle of automotive achievement.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of a Legend

2.  Ford's  Ambitious  Entry  into  Sports  Car 

Racing

In  the  realm  of  motorsports,  the  1960s  marked  a 

defining era of intense rivalry, innovation, and iconic 

automobiles. At the heart of this exhilarating chapter in 

racing  history  was  the  Ford  Motor  Company,  an 

American automotive  giant  with  a  burning  desire  to 

dethrone  Ferrari's  dominance  in  endurance  racing. 

This  audacious goal  ignited a transformative journey 

for Ford, propelling them into the exhilarating world of 

sports car racing.

Henry Ford II, the visionary leader at the helm of Ford, 

was captivated by the allure of Le Mans,  the world's 

most  prestigious  endurance  race  held  annually  in 

France. This 24-hour grueling test of man and machine 

had  become  a  battleground  for  the  world's  top  car 

manufacturers,  with  Ferrari  reigning  supreme. 
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Determined to challenge Ferrari's supremacy, Ford set 

his sights on conquering Le Mans and etching Ford's 

name into the annals of racing history.

The quest to build a car capable of defeating Ferrari 

required  an  extraordinary  team  of  engineers, 

designers,  and drivers.  Ford  assembled  a  formidable 

group of experts, led by the legendary Carroll Shelby, a 

former  racing  driver  turned  team  manager  with  an 

unparalleled  reputation  for  innovation  and  success. 

Under Shelby's leadership, the team embarked on an 

ambitious mission to create a car that would not only 

match Ferrari's performance but surpass it.

The result of their relentless efforts was the Ford GT40, 

a  sleek  and  powerful  machine  that  embodied  Ford's 

unwavering determination. The GT40 was a testament 

to American ingenuity, featuring a lightweight chassis, 

a potent V8 engine, and aerodynamic lines that hinted 

at  its  blistering  speed.  As  the  car  took  shape, 
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anticipation  and  excitement  grew  within  the  Ford 

camp and throughout the racing world.

Ford's  entry into sports  car racing marked a turning 

point in the company's history. It was a bold move that 

reflected  Henry  Ford  II's  unwavering  belief  in  the 

power  of  innovation  and  his  determination  to 

challenge  the  established  order.  The  GT40  project 

became a symbol of Ford's ambition, showcasing their 

willingness  to  push  the  boundaries  of  automotive 

engineering and compete with the best in the world.

The stage was set for an epic clash of titans, with Ford's 

GT40  poised  to  challenge  Ferrari's  dominance  at  Le 

Mans.  The 1960s would witness  a  captivating rivalry 

that would redefine the sport of endurance racing and 

leave  an  enduring  legacy  in  the  hearts  of  racing 

enthusiasts around the world.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of a Legend

3.  The  Challenge  of  Competing  against 

European Giants

In the realm of motorsports, the early 1960s witnessed 

a formidable clash of automotive titans as Ford Motor 

Company  dared  to  challenge  the  dominance  of 

European  manufacturers,  particularly  Ferrari,  in  the 

world  of  sports  car  racing.  This  audacious  endeavor 

was  fueled  by  Henry  Ford  II's  unwavering 

determination  to  establish  Ford's  supremacy  on  the 

racetrack  and  to  etch  the  company's  name  into  the 

annals of automotive history.

However,  the  path  to  victory  was  fraught  with 

formidable obstacles. European carmakers, led by the 

legendary Ferrari,  had long held an iron grip on the 

sport, boasting a rich heritage of engineering prowess, 

skilled  drivers,  and  an  unwavering  commitment  to 

innovation.  Ferrari,  under  the  leadership  of  the 

12



enigmatic Enzo Ferrari, had become synonymous with 

speed,  elegance,  and  unparalleled  success  on  the 

racetrack.

Toppling  this  European  Goliath  would  require  an 

extraordinary  feat  of  engineering,  unwavering 

dedication, and a willingness to push the boundaries of 

automotive  design.  Ford  recognized  the  immense 

challenge  that  lay  ahead,  but  the  company's 

indomitable  spirit  and  unwavering  belief  in  its 

capabilities fueled its determination to succeed.

The  European  manufacturers  possessed  a  distinct 

advantage in terms of experience and expertise. They 

had  been  honing  their  skills  and  perfecting  their 

designs  over  decades,  amassing  an  impressive 

collection  of  victories  and  accolades.  Ferrari,  in 

particular, had become a symbol of racing excellence, 

its  cars  piloted  by  some  of  the  greatest  drivers  in 

history.
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Moreover,  the  European  teams  benefited  from  a 

supportive environment that nurtured and celebrated 

their  achievements.  Governments,  sponsors,  and  a 

passionate  fan  base  provided  a  solid  foundation  for 

their  success.  In  contrast,  Ford,  as  an  American 

challenger, faced an uphill battle in gaining acceptance 

and respect in the European racing community.

Despite  these  daunting  challenges,  Ford  pressed 

forward,  driven  by  an  unwavering  belief  in  its 

capabilities and a burning desire to rewrite the history 

of sports car racing. The company assembled a team of 

talented engineers, designers, and drivers, united by a 

common goal:  to  build  a  car  that  could  conquer  the 

European giants and claim victory at the world's most 

prestigious races.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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