1001 Ornamental Letters & Symbols for

Your Designs

Introduction

Art Nouveau, with its sinuous lines, organic forms, and
vibrant colors, was a revolutionary style that emerged
in the late 19th century. It was a complete departure
from the ornate and heavy Victorian style that had
dominated the art world for decades. Art Nouveau
artists sought to create a new aesthetic that was both
beautiful and functional, and they found inspiration in

nature, Japanese art, and Symbolism.

This book is a comprehensive exploration of Art
Nouveau, from its origins to its influence on modern
art. It features over 1000 royalty-free, ornamented
letters and symbols that can be used in graphic design

projects. The book also includes chapters on the



masters of Art Nouveau, Art Nouveau in graphic
design, illustration, jewelry and metalwork, furniture
and interiors, glass, ceramics, textiles, and the legacy of

Art Nouveau.

Whether you are a designer, an artist, or simply
someone who appreciates beautiful things, this book is
a must-have. It is a valuable resource for anyone who
wants to learn more about Art Nouveau and its

enduring impact on the world of art and design.

Art Nouveau was a truly international style, and its
influence can be seen in architecture, painting,
sculpture, graphic design, and the decorative arts. It
was a style that celebrated the beauty of nature and the
power of human imagination. Art Nouveau artists were
not afraid to experiment with new forms and colors,
and their work is still admired today for its originality

and beauty.

This book is the perfect introduction to Art Nouveau. It

is packed with stunning images and informative text
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that will appeal to anyone interested in art, design, or
history. Whether you are a casual reader or a serious
student, you are sure to find something to enjoy in this

book.

Art Nouveau was a style that was ahead of its time. It
was a style that celebrated the beauty of nature and the
power of human imagination. Art Nouveau artists were
not afraid to experiment with new forms and colors,
and their work is still admired today for its originality

and beauty.



Book Description

In this comprehensive exploration of Art Nouveau,
you'll discover the fascinating history of this
revolutionary style, from its origins to its influence on
modern art. With over 1000 royalty-free, ornamented
letters and symbols, this book is a treasure trove of

artistic inspiration for graphic designers.

Explore the work of the masters of Art Nouveau,
including Alphonse Mucha, Aubrey Beardsley, Gustav
Klimt, Victor Horta, and Antoni Gaudi. Learn about the
importance of nature, symbolism, and allegory in Art
Nouveau art, and see how artists used these elements

to create stunning works of art.

Delve into the world of Art Nouveau graphic design,
from posters and magazines to book covers and trade
cards. Discover the golden age of illustration and the
importance of line, color, and symbolism in Art

Nouveau imagery.



Discover the beauty of Art Nouveau jewelry and
metalwork, from the intricate pieces of René Lalique to
the handcrafted works of other talented artists. Explore
the symbolism of jewelry and the influence of nature

on Art Nouveau design.

Immerse yourself in the world of Art Nouveau
furniture and interiors, where form and function come
together in perfect harmony. Learn about the
importance of natural materials and the influence of

Japanese art on Art Nouveau design.

This book is a celebration of Art Nouveau, a style that
was ahead of its time. With its sinuous lines, organic
forms, and vibrant colors, Art Nouveau was a style that
celebrated the beauty of nature and the power of
human imagination. Art Nouveau artists were not
afraid to experiment with new forms and colors, and
their work is still admired today for its originality and

beauty.



Chapter 1: The Ornamental Revolution

The Birth of Art Nouveau

Art Nouveau was born in the late 19th century as a
reaction to the ornate and heavy Victorian style. Artists
and designers were looking for a new aesthetic that
was both beautiful and functional. They found

inspiration in nature, Japanese art, and Symbolism.

Art Nouveau artists believed that art should be a
Gesamtkunstwerk, or a total work of art. They wanted
to create environments that were immersive and all-
encompassing. This led to a new emphasis on interior

design and decorative arts.

One of the most distinctive features of Art Nouveau is
its use of organic forms. Artists drew inspiration from
plants, flowers, and animals, and they used these forms

to create sinuous and curvilinear designs.

Art Nouveau artists also experimented with new

materials and techniques. They used wrought iron,
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glass, and ceramics to create innovative and beautiful

objects.

Art Nouveau was a truly international style. It
flourished in Europe, North America, and Japan, and it

had a profound impact on the world of art and design.
The Influence of Nature

Nature was a major source of inspiration for Art
Nouveau artists. They were fascinated by the beauty
and complexity of the natural world, and they saw it as

a source of endless creativity.

Art Nouveau artists used natural forms in a variety of
ways. They depicted plants and animals in their
paintings and sculptures. They used organic forms to
create sinuous and curvilinear designs. And they used
natural materials, such as wood, stone, and glass, to

create beautiful and functional objects.

The influence of nature can be seen in all aspects of Art

Nouveau art and design. From the flowing lines of Art
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Nouveau architecture to the intricate patterns of Art

Nouveau jewelry, nature is everywhere.
Symbolism and Allegory

Symbolism and allegory were also important elements
of Art Nouveau. Artists used symbols to convey hidden
meanings and to create a sense of mystery and

intrigue.

For example, the peacock was a popular symbol in Art
Nouveau art. It was often used to represent beauty,
immortality, and renewal. The rose was another
popular symbol. It was often used to represent love,

passion, and desire.

Art Nouveau artists also used allegory to tell stories and
to convey moral lessons. For example, the painting
"The Dance of Life" by Edvard Munch tells the story of

the journey of life from birth to death.

The Gesamtkunstwerk Ideal



The Gesamtkunstwerk ideal was a key principle of Art
Nouveau. Artists and designers wanted to create
environments that were immersive and all-
encompassing. They believed that art should be a total
experience, and they sought to create spaces that were

both beautiful and functional.

The Gesamtkunstwerk ideal can be seen in many Art
Nouveau buildings. For example, the Hotel Tassel in
Brussels, Belgium, was designed by Victor Horta. Horta
used glass, iron, and ceramics to create a building that

was both beautiful and functional.

The Gesamtkunstwerk ideal also influenced the design
of Art Nouveau interiors. Art Nouveau artists and
designers created furniture, wallpaper, and other
decorative objects that were both beautiful and
functional. They sought to create spaces that were

harmonious and inviting.



Chapter 1: The Ornamental Revolution

The Influence of Nature

Nature was a major source of inspiration for Art
Nouveau artists. They were fascinated by the beauty
and complexity of the natural world, and they saw it as
a source of endless creative possibilities. Art Nouveau
artists often incorporated natural forms into their
work, such as flowers, leaves, vines, and animals. They
also used natural colors, such as greens, blues, and

yellows.

One of the most striking features of Art Nouveau is its
use of organic forms. Art Nouveau artists were inspired
by the sinuous lines and flowing shapes of plants and
animals. They used these forms to create a sense of
movement and energy in their work. Art Nouveau
artists also used asymmetry to create a sense of

balance and harmony.
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Another important influence on Art Nouveau was
Japanese art. Japanese art was very popular in Europe
in the late 19th century, and it had a profound impact
on Art Nouveau artists. Japanese art is characterized by
its use of flat colors, bold lines, and asymmetrical
compositions. Art Nouveau artists adopted these
elements into their own work, and they used them to

create a new and innovative style.

The influence of nature can be seen in all aspects of Art
Nouveau art. From the sinuous lines of Art Nouveau
furniture to the intricate patterns of Art Nouveau
jewelry, nature was a constant source of inspiration for
Art Nouveau artists. Art Nouveau art is a celebration of
the beauty and diversity of the natural world, and it is

a style that continues to inspire artists today.
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Chapter 1: The Ornamental Revolution

Symbolism and Allegory

Symbolism and allegory were two important elements
of Art Nouveau. Symbolists sought to use symbols to
express ideas and emotions that could not be expressed
in words. Allegory is a form of symbolism in which a

story or image is used to represent a deeper meaning.

Art Nouveau artists often used symbols to represent
nature, love, beauty, and the female form. For example,
the lily was a popular symbol of purity and innocence,
while the rose was a symbol of love and beauty. The
female figure was often used to represent nature and
beauty, and she was often depicted with long, flowing

hair and sinuous curves.

Allegory was also a popular device in Art Nouveau. For
example, the painting "The Kiss" by Gustav Klimt is an
allegory of love. The painting depicts a couple

embracing, and the man's and woman's bodies are
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intertwined in a way that suggests both passion and

tenderness.

Symbolism and allegory were not limited to painting
and sculpture. They were also used in graphic design,
illustration, and the decorative arts. For example,
Alphonse Mucha's posters for Sarah Bernhardt often

featured allegorical figures and symbols.

Symbolism and allegory added a layer of meaning to
Art Nouveau art. They allowed artists to express ideas
and emotions that could not be expressed in words.
They also helped to create a sense of mystery and

wonder in Art Nouveau art.

Symbolism and allegory are still used in art today.
Artists continue to use symbols and allegories to
express their ideas and emotions. However, the use of
symbolism and allegory in art today is often more

subtle than it was in the Art Nouveau period.

13



This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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