
The True Face of the War

Introduction

Pasquale  De  Marco,  a  historian  who  has  written 

extensively  about  World  War  II,  has  crafted  a  new 

book  that  delves  into  the  complexities  of  the  Pacific 

War. Drawing on a wealth of primary and secondary 

sources, Pasquale De Marco provides a comprehensive 

overview  of  the  conflict,  from  its  origins  to  its 

aftermath.

The  book  begins  by  examining  the  factors  that  led 

Japan to enter the war, including its imperial ambitions 

and  its  rivalry  with  the  United  States.  Pasquale  De 

Marco then provides a detailed account of the major 

battles  of  the  Pacific  War,  from  Pearl  Harbor  to 

Okinawa.  He  also  discusses  the  home  front  in  both 

Japan and the United States, exploring the impact of the 

war on civilians.
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One of  the strengths  of  this  book is  its  focus  on the 

human cost of the war. Pasquale De Marco does not shy 

away from the brutality of the conflict, and he provides 

a  moving  account  of  the  suffering  endured  by  both 

soldiers and civilians. He also examines the long-term 

legacy  of  the  war,  including  its  impact  on  Japan's 

relationship with the United States and its role in the 

Cold War.

Pasquale De Marco's writing is clear and concise, and 

he avoids getting bogged down in excessive detail. The 

book is also well-organized, with each chapter focusing 

on a specific aspect of the war. This makes it easy for 

readers to find the information they are looking for.

Overall,  The  True  Face  of  the  War  is  a  valuable 

contribution to the literature on World War II. It is a 

comprehensive,  well-written,  and  thought-provoking 

book that will appeal to a wide range of readers.
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Book Description

The True Face of the War is the definitive account of 

the  Pacific  War,  one  of  the  most  important  and 

destructive conflicts in human history.  Drawing on a 

wealth of primary and secondary sources, Pasquale De 

Marco provides a comprehensive overview of the war, 

from its origins to its aftermath.

The True Face of the War is more than just a military 

history. It is also a human story, exploring the impact 

of the war on civilians and soldiers alike. Pasquale De 

Marco  does  not  shy  away  from  the  brutality  of  the 

conflict,  and  he  provides  a  moving  account  of  the 

suffering endured by both sides.

One of the strengths of The True Face of the War is its 

focus  on  the  global  nature  of  the  war.  Pasquale  De 

Marco  shows  how  the  Pacific  War  was  not  just  a 

conflict between Japan and the United States, but also a 
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global  struggle  involving  dozens  of  countries  and 

millions of people.

The True Face of the War is also a timely book. The rise 

of China and the increasing tensions in the Asia-Pacific 

region  have  made  it  more  important  than  ever  to 

understand the history of the Pacific War. Pasquale De 

Marco's book provides a valuable contribution to this 

understanding.

The True Face  of  the  War is  a  comprehensive,  well-

written, and thought-provoking book that will  appeal 

to a wide range of readers. It is a must-read for anyone 

who  wants  to  understand  the  Pacific  War  and  its 

impact on the world.
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Chapter 1: The Outbreak of War

Japan's Expansionist Ambitions

Japan's expansionist ambitions were a major factor in 

the  outbreak  of  World  War  II.  After  centuries  of 

isolation, Japan began to emerge as a major power in 

the  late  19th  century.  The  country  rapidly 

industrialized and its  military grew stronger.  Japan's 

leaders believed that the country needed to expand its 

empire in order to secure its resources and protect its 

interests.

Japan's first target was Korea. In 1894, Japan went to 

war with China over control of Korea. Japan won the 

war  and  gained  control  of  Korea.  In  1910,  Japan 

annexed  Korea,  making  it  a  part  of  the  Japanese 

empire.

After  Korea,  Japan's  next  target  was  Manchuria. 

Manchuria  was  a  region  of  China  that  was  rich  in 

resources.  In  1931,  Japan  invaded  Manchuria  and 
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established  a  puppet  government  there.  Japan's 

invasion of Manchuria was a major step towards the 

outbreak of World War II.

In 1937, Japan launched a full-scale invasion of China. 

The  Japanese  army  quickly  occupied  large  parts  of 

China,  but  the  Chinese  government  refused  to 

surrender. The war in China dragged on for eight years 

and resulted in the deaths of millions of people.

Japan's invasion of China also brought the country into 

conflict with the United States. The United States had 

long been opposed to Japan's expansionism in Asia. In 

1941, the United States imposed sanctions on Japan in 

an  attempt  to  force  the  Japanese  to  withdraw  from 

China. The sanctions failed to achieve their goal,  and 

Japan responded by launching a surprise attack on the 

American  naval  base  at  Pearl  Harbor  in  December 

1941. The attack on Pearl Harbor brought the United 

States into World War II.
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Japan's expansionist ambitions were a major cause of 

World War II. Japan's leaders believed that the country 

needed  to  expand  its  empire  in  order  to  secure  its 

resources and protect its interests. This belief led Japan 

to  invade  Korea,  Manchuria,  and  China.  Japan's 

invasion  of  China  brought  the  country  into  conflict 

with the United States, and the attack on Pearl Harbor 

brought the United States into World War II.
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Chapter 1: The Outbreak of War

The Attack on Pearl Harbor

The  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor  was  a  surprise  military 

strike by the Imperial Japanese Navy Air Service upon 

the United States against the U.S.  naval base at Pearl 

Harbor  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  just  before  8:00  a.m. 

Honolulu Time (13:40 Japan Standard Time) on Sunday, 

December 7, 1941. The attack resulted in the sinking of 

four U.S.  Navy battleships and the destruction of 188 

U.S.  aircraft.  More  than 2,400  Americans  were  killed 

and  over  1,000  were  wounded.  The  attack  on  Pearl 

Harbor was a turning point in the history of World War 

II and led to the United States' entry into the war.

The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor was meticulously 

planned and executed.  The  Japanese  Navy had been 

planning  the  attack  for  months,  and  they  had 

developed a sophisticated plan to catch the U.S. Pacific 

Fleet by surprise. The Japanese Navy assembled a large 
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fleet  of  ships,  including  six  aircraft  carriers,  two 

battleships, two heavy cruisers, two light cruisers, and 

nine destroyers. The Japanese fleet sailed from Japan in 

November 1941 and arrived off the coast of Hawaii on 

December 7.

The Japanese attack began at 7:55 a.m. Honolulu Time, 

when the first wave of Japanese aircraft attacked the 

U.S. naval base at Pearl Harbor. The Japanese aircraft 

were armed with torpedoes, bombs, and machine guns. 

The Japanese pilots targeted the U.S. battleships, which 

were moored in the harbor. The Japanese aircraft also 

attacked the U.S. airfields on Oahu, destroying over 180 

U.S. aircraft.

The attack on Pearl Harbor was a complete surprise to 

the U.S. military. The U.S. Navy had not been expecting 

an attack, and they were not prepared for the Japanese 

attack. The Japanese aircraft were able to fly over the 

U.S. naval base and attack the U.S. battleships without 

being detected by U.S.  radar.  The U.S.  Navy was also 
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unable to launch any aircraft to intercept the Japanese 

aircraft.

The attack on Pearl Harbor was a major victory for the 

Japanese  Navy.  The  Japanese  Navy  was  able  to  sink 

four U.S. battleships and destroy over 180 U.S. aircraft. 

The attack on Pearl Harbor also led to the United States' 

entry  into  World  War  II.  The  United  States  declared 

war on Japan on December 8, 1941.

The attack on Pearl Harbor was a turning point in the 

history of World War II. The attack on Pearl Harbor led 

to the United States' entry into the war, and it also led 

to the United States' eventual victory in the war.
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Chapter 1: The Outbreak of War

The Fall of the Philippines

The fall of the Philippines to the Japanese in 1942 was 

one of the most significant defeats in American history. 

The  loss  of  the  Philippines  gave  Japan  control  of  a 

strategic  naval  base  and  a  major  source  of  natural 

resources.  It  also  dealt  a  major  blow  to  American 

morale.

The  Japanese  invasion  of  the  Philippines  began  on 

December 8, 1941, just hours after the attack on Pearl 

Harbor.  The  Japanese  quickly  overwhelmed  the 

American and Filipino forces on the island of Luzon, 

and by January 2, 1942, they had captured Manila, the 

capital of the Philippines.

The  American  and  Filipino  forces  retreated  to  the 

Bataan  Peninsula,  where  they  held  out  for  three 

months.  However,  they  were  eventually  forced  to 
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surrender on April  9,  1942.  The surrender of  Bataan 

was one of the largest surrenders in American history.

The fall of the Philippines had a profound impact on 

the  course  of  World  War  II.  It  gave  Japan  a  major 

strategic advantage in the Pacific, and it also boosted 

the  morale  of  the  Japanese  people.  The  loss  of  the 

Philippines  also  dealt  a  major  blow  to  American 

morale,  and  it  led  to  a  reassessment  of  American 

strategy in the Pacific.

The  fall  of  the  Philippines  is  a  reminder  of  the 

importance  of  being  prepared  for  war.  It  is  also  a 

reminder of the sacrifices that Americans have made in 

defense of their country.

12



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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