
Selected Letters of Charlotte Smith

Introduction

Charlotte  Smith  (1749-1806)  was  an  English  novelist 

and poet who is considered one of the pioneers of the 

Gothic  novel.  Her  work  is  characterized  by  its 

exploration of themes such as loss, grief, and the power 

of nature, as well as its strong sense of place and its 

focus on the lives of ordinary people.

Smith was born in London and grew up in a wealthy 

family. She was educated at home and showed a talent 

for  writing  from an  early  age.  In  1765,  she  married 

Benjamin Smith, a wealthy merchant. The couple had 

eleven  children,  but  their  marriage  was  unhappy. 

Smith's husband was often away on business, and she 

was left to raise their children alone.
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In  1783,  Smith's  husband  went  bankrupt,  and  the 

family  was  forced to  sell  their  home and move to  a 

small  cottage  in  Sussex.  This  experience  had  a 

profound impact  on Smith,  and it  is  reflected in her 

writing.  Her  novels  and  poems  often  explore  the 

themes of loss, grief,  and the struggle to survive in a 

harsh world.

Smith's first novel, Emmeline, was published in 1788. It 

was  a  critical  and  commercial  success,  and  it 

established Smith as a leading voice in the Gothic novel 

genre.  Smith's  other  novels  include  Desmond  (1792), 

The  Old  Manor  House  (1793),  and  The  Young 

Philosopher (1798).

In addition to her novels, Smith also wrote poetry. Her 

poems  are  often  characterized  by  their  use  of  vivid 

imagery  and  their  exploration  of  themes  such  as 

nature,  love,  and  loss.  Smith's  poetry  was  highly 

praised  by  her  contemporaries,  and  she  was 

considered one of the leading poets of her generation.
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Smith died in 1806 at the age of 56. She is buried in St. 

Mary's  Church  in  Brighton,  England.  Her  work  has 

been  largely  forgotten,  but  it  is  currently  being 

rediscovered by scholars and readers alike.
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Book Description

Charlotte  Smith  (1749-1806)  was  an  English  novelist 

and poet who is considered one of the pioneers of the 

Gothic  novel.  Her  work  is  characterized  by  its 

exploration of themes such as loss, grief, and the power 

of nature, as well as its strong sense of place and its 

focus on the lives of ordinary people.

Smith's novels and poems offer a unique window into 

the lives of women in the late 18th century. Her work 

explores  the  challenges  and  hardships  that  women 

faced in a society that was dominated by men. Smith's 

writing is also notable for its strong sense of place. Her 

descriptions of the English countryside are vivid and 

evocative, and they play an important role in creating 

the atmosphere of her stories.

Smith's work has been praised by critics for its realism, 

its  psychological  insight,  and its  beautiful  prose.  Her 
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novels and poems have been compared to the work of 

Jane Austen, Mary Shelley, and William Wordsworth.

This new selection of Smith's letters offers a fascinating 

glimpse  into  the  life  and  mind  of  this  remarkable 

woman. The letters cover a wide range of topics, from 

her  struggles  as  a  single  mother  to  her  thoughts  on 

literature and politics. They are full of wit, intelligence, 

and passion, and they provide a valuable insight into 

the life and work of one of the most important writers 

of the Romantic era.

This book is a must-read for anyone interested in the 

history  of  literature,  women's  studies,  or  the  Gothic 

novel.  It  is  also a valuable resource for scholars and 

students of the Romantic era.
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Chapter 1: A Life in Letters

Charlotte Smith's Early Life and Education

Charlotte Smith was born on May 3, 1749, in London, 

England.  Her father,  Nicholas  Turner,  was a  wealthy 

merchant,  and  her  mother,  Anna  Maria,  was  the 

daughter of a clergyman. Smith was the eldest of three 

children, and she had a younger brother and sister.

Smith's early life was comfortable and privileged. She 

was educated at home by a governess, and she showed 

a  talent  for  writing  from  an  early  age.  She  began 

writing poetry when she was just eight years old, and 

she continued to write throughout her life.

In  1765,  Smith  married  Benjamin  Smith,  a  wealthy 

merchant.  The  couple  had eleven children,  but  their 

marriage  was  unhappy.  Smith's  husband  was  often 

away  on  business,  and  she  was  left  to  raise  their 

children alone.
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Despite  the  challenges  of  her  personal  life,  Smith 

continued  to  write.  In  1783,  she  published  her  first 

novel,  Emmeline.  The  novel  was  a  critical  and 

commercial  success,  and  it  established  Smith  as  a 

leading voice in the Gothic novel genre.

Smith's early life and education had a profound impact 

on her writing. Her experiences of loss and grief would 

later  be  reflected  in  her  novels  and  poems.  Her 

education  also  gave  her  a  deep  appreciation  for 

literature and the arts, which is evident in her writing.
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Chapter 1: A Life in Letters

The Influence of Nature on Smith's Writing

Charlotte  Smith  was  a  keen  observer  of  the  natural 

world, and her writing is full of vivid descriptions of 

the  landscapes  she  encountered.  Nature  played  an 

important role in her life and work, providing her with 

both solace and inspiration.

Smith's childhood was spent in rural Sussex, and she 

developed a deep love of the countryside at an early 

age. She often took long walks in the woods and fields, 

and she found great  joy in observing the plants  and 

animals that lived there.

When Smith was forced to move to London as a young 

woman, she found the city to be a harsh and alienating 

environment. She longed for the peace and tranquility 

of the countryside, and she often escaped to the parks 

and gardens of London to find solace.
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Smith's love of nature is evident in all of her writing. 

Her  poems  are  full  of  beautiful  descriptions  of  the 

natural  world,  and her  novels  often  feature  detailed 

accounts of the landscapes in which they are set.

For  Smith,  nature  was  more  than  just  a  source  of 

beauty.  She  also  saw  it  as  a  source  of  spiritual  and 

emotional nourishment. She believed that nature could 

heal  the  wounds  of  the  soul,  and  she  often  sought 

solace in nature when she was feeling down.

Smith's  writing  about  nature  is  also  notable  for  its 

realism. She did not idealize nature, but she saw it as it 

was, with all of its beauty and its harshness. She wrote 

about the storms and the floods, as well as the sunshine 

and the flowers.

Smith's writing about nature is a valuable reminder of 

the  importance  of  the  natural  world  to  our  physical 

and  mental  health.  Her  work  encourages  us  to 

appreciate the beauty of the natural world and to find 

solace in it when we are feeling down.
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Chapter 1: A Life in Letters

Smith's Struggles as a Female Writer

Charlotte Smith was a pioneering female writer in the 

18th  century,  but  she  faced  numerous  struggles  and 

challenges due to her gender. In a society dominated by 

men,  women  were  often  denied  access  to  education 

and  opportunities  for  publication.  Smith  had  to 

overcome these obstacles in order to establish herself 

as a successful writer.

One of the biggest challenges Smith faced was the lack 

of access to formal education. At the time, girls were 

not typically sent to school, and Smith's education was 

limited to what she could learn at home. Despite this, 

she  was  a  voracious  reader  and  taught  herself 

everything she could. She was particularly interested in 

literature and poetry, and she began writing her own 

poems at a young age.
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Another  challenge  Smith  faced  was  the  prevailing 

attitude that women should not be writers. In the 18th 

century, it was considered unfeminine for a woman to 

write for publication. Women who did write were often 

criticized and ridiculed.  Smith was no exception. She 

was often attacked by critics for her writing, and she 

was accused of being unladylike and immoral.

Despite  these  challenges,  Smith  persevered  and 

eventually achieved success as a writer. Her first novel, 

Emmeline,  was  published in  1788 and was  a  critical 

and  commercial  success.  Smith  went  on  to  publish 

several more novels and poems, and she became one of 

the most popular writers of her time.

Smith's writing is notable for its realism and its focus 

on the lives of ordinary people. She often wrote about 

the struggles of women, and her work helped to raise 

awareness of the social and economic inequalities that 

women  faced.  Smith's  writing  is  also  notable  for  its 
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beautiful  prose  and  its  insightful  observations  about 

human nature.

Smith's  work is  an important contribution to English 

literature,  and  it  continues  to  be  read  and  enjoyed 

today. She is an inspiration to all writers, and her work 

shows  that  it  is  possible  to  overcome  obstacles  and 

achieve success, no matter what the circumstances.

12



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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