
Speaking Objects: When Phones Talk

Introduction

Novelty  phones  have  captured  the  imagination  of 

collectors and enthusiasts worldwide. These quirky and 

unique devices have evolved from their humble origins 

as  functional  communication  tools  into  coveted 

collectibles  that  tell  a  fascinating  story  about  pop 

culture, design, history, and nostalgia.

In the realm of novelty phones, there's a treasure trove 

of  fascinating stories  waiting to  be discovered.  From 

the iconic character phones that bring beloved cartoon 

and  comic  book  characters  to  life  to  the  whimsical 

figural phones shaped like everything from animals to 

food,  novelty  phones  have  something  for  everyone. 

They've graced the silver screen and television shows, 

adding  a  touch  of  whimsy  and  charm  to  countless 

memorable scenes.
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More  than  mere  decorative  objects,  novelty  phones 

offer a glimpse into the past, reflecting the cultural and 

social trends of their time. They embody the spirit of 

innovation and creativity, showcasing the ingenuity of 

designers and engineers who pushed the boundaries of 

technology to create something truly special.

The journey of novelty phones is far from over. In the 

digital  age,  these  devices  have  taken  on  a  new  life, 

becoming  social  media  sensations  and  sought-after 

collectibles. With their unique blend of nostalgia and 

modern appeal,  novelty phones continue to captivate 

hearts and minds, ensuring their place in the annals of 

history.

As you embark on this journey through the world of 

novelty phones, you'll discover a captivating tapestry of 

stories, facts, and anecdotes that will leave you amazed, 

entertained,  and  inspired.  From  their  humble 

beginnings to their current status as prized collectibles, 

novelty phones have left an indelible mark on popular 
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culture and continue to delight and intrigue people of 

all ages.
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Book Description

Prepare to embark on an extraordinary journey into 

the  captivating  world  of  novelty  phones!  This 

comprehensive  guide  takes  you  on  an  adventure 

through time, exploring the evolution, significance, and 

cultural impact of these remarkable devices.

From  their  humble  beginnings  as  functional 

communication tools to their current status as prized 

collectibles, novelty phones have left an indelible mark 

on  society.  Discover  the  stories  behind  the  iconic 

character phones that bring beloved cartoon and comic 

book characters  to  life,  and marvel  at  the whimsical 

figural phones shaped like everything from animals to 

food.  These  quirky  creations  have  graced  the  silver 

screen and television shows, adding a touch of whimsy 

and charm to countless memorable scenes.

Delve  into  the  fascinating  history  of  novelty  phones, 

uncovering  the  factors  that  influenced  their  rise  in 
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popularity  and  the  role  they  played  in  shaping  the 

cultural  landscape.  Learn  about  the  advertising  and 

marketing strategies that propelled novelty phones into 

the spotlight,  and explore the unique ways in which 

they have been integrated into popular culture.

This book is not just a catalog of novelty phones; it's a 

celebration  of  their  enduring  legacy.  Discover  the 

intricate  details  and  mechanisms  that  make  these 

devices so special,  and gain insights into the creative 

minds behind their design. Whether you're a seasoned 

collector or simply curious about the world of novelty 

phones, this guide promises to entertain, inform, and 

inspire.

With its captivating narrative and stunning visuals, this 

book transports readers to a realm where nostalgia and 

innovation collide. From the first novelty phones that 

captured the public's imagination to the latest creations 

that push the boundaries of design, this book offers a 
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comprehensive  look  at  the  fascinating  evolution  of 

these unique devices.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Novelty Phones

1. The Birth of Novelty Phones

In  the  realm  of  telecommunications,  novelty  phones 

emerged  as  a  captivating  fusion  of  art,  design,  and 

functionality.  Their origins can be traced back to the 

early  20th  century,  when  telephones  evolved  from 

cumbersome devices  confined to  offices  and wealthy 

households to more accessible and stylish accessories.

The  first  novelty  phones  were  primarily  decorative, 

often  adorned  with  intricate  carvings,  colorful 

embellishments,  and  whimsical  shapes.  These  early 

creations were more akin to works of art than practical 

communication tools, serving as conversation pieces in 

parlors and studies.

As  technology  advanced  and  telephones  became 

commonplace, the demand for novelty phones surged. 

Manufacturers recognized the potential of these unique 

devices to capture the public's imagination and began 
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experimenting  with  various  designs.  The  1950s 

witnessed a wave of innovation, with novelty phones 

taking on the forms of animals, fruits, and even cartoon 

characters.

These  early  novelty  phones  were  often  made  of 

Bakelite,  a durable plastic material  with a distinctive 

Art  Deco  aesthetic.  Their  bright  colors  and  playful 

designs  brought  a  touch  of  fun  and  personality  to 

homes and offices, transforming the telephone from a 

mere tool into a statement piece.

The popularity  of  novelty  phones  skyrocketed in  the 

1960s and 1970s, fueled by the rise of pop culture and 

the  growing  affluence  of  consumers.  Telephone 

manufacturers collaborated with popular brands and 

characters to produce novelty phones that reflected the 

zeitgeist of the era.

From  the  iconic  Smiley  Face  phone  to  the  kitschy 

Avocado phone, novelty phones became ubiquitous in 

households  across  America.  They  were  not  just 
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communication  devices;  they  were  symbols  of 

individuality, self-expression, and a desire to embrace 

the latest trends.

The  birth  of  novelty  phones  marked  a  significant 

chapter  in  the  history  of  telecommunications, 

transforming  the  telephone  from  a  utilitarian  object 

into a cultural phenomenon that continues to captivate 

and inspire people worldwide.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Novelty Phones

2. The Novelty Phone Craze of the 1970s

The  1970s  witnessed  a  remarkable  surge  in  the 

popularity  of  novelty  phones,  a  phenomenon  that 

transformed these devices from mere communication 

tools  into  coveted collectibles.  This  decade marked a 

golden  age  for  novelty  phones,  characterized  by  an 

explosion of creativity and innovation in their design 

and functionality.

The convergence of several factors fueled the novelty 

phone craze of the 1970s. Technological advancements, 

such as the miniaturization of electronic components, 

enabled the production of smaller and more affordable 

phones. This affordability opened up the market to a 

wider  consumer  base,  making  novelty  phones 

accessible to people from all walks of life.

Moreover,  the  growing  popularity  of  pop  culture, 

particularly television and movies, played a significant 
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role  in  the  rise  of  novelty  phones.  Iconic  characters 

from popular shows and films, such as Mickey Mouse, 

Charlie  Brown,  and  E.T.  the  Extra-Terrestrial,  were 

immortalized in the form of novelty phones, capturing 

the imagination of children and adults alike.

The  1970s  also  saw  a  surge  in  advertising  and 

marketing campaigns centered around novelty phones. 

Companies  recognized  the  appeal  of  these  unique 

devices and used them as promotional tools to capture 

the  attention  of  consumers.  Novelty  phones  became 

ubiquitous  in  advertisements,  magazines,  and  retail 

stores, further fueling their popularity.

The novelty phone craze of the 1970s was not limited to 

the  United  States.  It  spread  like  wildfire  across  the 

globe, captivating people from all corners of the world. 

Novelty phones became a symbol of the era, reflecting 

the  optimism,  creativity,  and  technological  progress 

that characterized the 1970s.
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The legacy of the novelty phone craze continues to this 

day. Many of the phones produced during this era have 

become  highly  sought-after  collectibles,  cherished  by 

enthusiasts  and  collectors  worldwide.  These  phones 

represent a tangible link to a bygone era, reminding us 

of  the  transformative  power  of  technology  and  the 

enduring appeal of nostalgia.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Novelty Phones

3. The Role of Marketing and Advertising

The meteoric rise of novelty phones in the 1970s was 

fueled in no small part by the creative and aggressive 

marketing  and  advertising  campaigns  employed  by 

manufacturers and retailers. These campaigns played a 

pivotal  role  in  capturing  the  public's  attention  and 

generating  excitement  and demand for  these  unique 

and captivating devices.

One  of  the  key  strategies  employed  was  the  use  of 

catchy slogans and memorable advertising jingles that 

instantly resonated with consumers. These slogans and 

jingles  were  often  prominently  displayed  in  print 

advertisements,  television  commercials,  and  radio 

spots,  creating a  sense of  familiarity  and desirability 

among potential buyers.

Another  effective  tactic  was  the  use  of  celebrity 

endorsements.  By  partnering  with  popular  actors, 

13



musicians,  and  athletes,  manufacturers  were  able  to 

tap into the star power of these influential figures and 

leverage  their  fan  base  to  drive  sales.  These 

endorsements  often  took  the  form  of  personal 

testimonials or appearances in advertisements, adding 

an extra layer of credibility and appeal to the products.

In  addition  to  traditional  advertising  methods, 

manufacturers  also  utilized  innovative  and 

unconventional  approaches  to  promote  their  novelty 

phones. This included product placements in popular 

movies and television shows, as well as the creation of 

interactive  displays  and  exhibits  at  trade  shows  and 

shopping  malls.  These  creative  strategies  helped  to 

generate buzz and excitement around the products and 

capture the attention of a wider audience.

The  success  of  these  marketing  and  advertising 

campaigns was evident in the explosive growth of the 

novelty phone market. By the end of the 1970s, novelty 

phones had become a  ubiquitous  presence in  homes 

14



and offices across the country, firmly establishing their 

place in popular culture and solidifying their status as 

must-have collectibles.

Furthermore,  the  emergence  of  novelty  phones  as  a 

distinct  and desirable  category  of  collectibles  can be 

attributed, in large part, to the effective marketing and 

advertising campaigns that were employed to promote 

them. These campaigns successfully created a sense of 

excitement  and  anticipation  among  consumers, 

positioning  novelty  phones  as  unique  and  desirable 

objects that were worthy of investment and display.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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