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Introduction

This  book  tells  the  story  of  the  American  radio 

reporters  who  covered  World  War  II,  bringing  the 

sights and sounds of the war into the homes of millions 

of listeners. These reporters were on the front lines of 

history,  risking  their  lives  to  report  on  the  most 

important events of the 20th century.

Their  reports  helped shape public  opinion about  the 

war, and they played a vital role in keeping Americans 

informed about the progress of the conflict. They also 

helped to boost  morale at  home and to counter Axis 

propaganda.
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The war had a profound impact on the reporters who 

covered it. They saw the horrors of war firsthand, and 

they  witnessed  the  resilience  and  courage  of  the 

human spirit. Their experiences changed them forever, 

and they continued to report on war and conflict for 

the rest of their lives.

This book is a tribute to the American radio reporters 

who covered World  War  II.  It  is  a  story  of  courage, 

resilience, and the power of journalism to inform and 

inspire.

Radio was the primary source of news and information 

for most Americans during World War II. Newspapers 

and magazines were still important, but they could not 

compete with the immediacy and reach of radio. Radio 

reporters could broadcast live from the front lines, and 

they could bring the sounds of war into the homes of 

listeners.

This  immediacy  and  reach  gave  radio  reporters  a 

unique opportunity to shape public opinion about the 
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war.  They  could  tell  the  stories  of  the  soldiers  and 

civilians who were affected by the war, and they could 

provide listeners with a sense of the human cost of the 

conflict.

Radio  reporters  also  played  a  vital  role  in  keeping 

Americans  informed  about  the  progress  of  the  war. 

They  could  provide  listeners  with  up-to-date 

information on the latest battles and campaigns,  and 

they  could  help  listeners  understand  the  strategic 

implications of these events.

In addition to providing news and information, radio 

reporters also helped to boost  morale at  home.  They 

could  broadcast  stories  of  American  heroism  and 

resilience, and they could help listeners feel connected 

to  the  war  effort.  Radio  reporters  also  helped  to 

counter Axis propaganda. They could provide listeners 

with  accurate  information  about  the  war,  and  they 

could help listeners to understand the dangers of Nazi 

and Japanese propaganda.
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The war had a profound impact on the reporters who 

covered it. They saw the horrors of war firsthand, and 

they  witnessed  the  resilience  and  courage  of  the 

human spirit. Their experiences changed them forever, 

and they continued to report on war and conflict for 

the rest of their lives.

This book is a tribute to the American radio reporters 

who covered World  War  II.  It  is  a  story  of  courage, 

resilience, and the power of journalism to inform and 

inspire.
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Book Description

The  War  from  the  Air:  Remarkable  Stories  of 

American Radio Reporters Who Covered WWII tells 

the story of the American radio reporters who covered 

World War II,  bringing the sights  and sounds of  the 

war  into  the  homes  of  millions  of  listeners.  These 

reporters  were  on  the  front  lines  of  history,  risking 

their lives to report on the most important events of the 

20th century.

Their  reports  helped shape public  opinion about  the 

war, and they played a vital role in keeping Americans 

informed about the progress of the conflict. They also 

helped to boost  morale at  home and to counter Axis 

propaganda.

The  War  from  the  Air:  Remarkable  Stories  of 

American Radio Reporters Who Covered WWII is a 

tribute to the American radio reporters who covered 
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World War II. It is a story of courage, resilience, and 

the power of journalism to inform and inspire.

This book is not a comprehensive history of World War 

II. It is not a military history, and it is not a political 

history. Instead, it is a human story. It is the story of the 

men and women who brought the war into our homes, 

and it  is  the story of  how their experiences changed 

them and the world.

These  reporters  were  not  just  observers.  They  were 

participants in the war effort. They risked their lives to 

get the story, and they often put themselves in harm's 

way to bring the truth to the American people.

Their  reports  were  essential  to  the  war  effort.  They 

helped to keep Americans informed about the progress 

of the war, and they helped to boost morale at home. 

They also helped to counter Axis propaganda, and they 

played a vital role in shaping public opinion about the 

war.
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The  reporters  who  covered  World  War  II  were  a 

diverse group of individuals. They came from different 

backgrounds,  and  they  had  different  political  views. 

But they all shared a common goal: to tell the story of 

the war to the American people.

They were courageous, resilient, and dedicated to their 

craft. They were the best of American journalism, and 

they deserve to be remembered.

The  War  from  the  Air:  Remarkable  Stories  of 

American  Radio  Reporters  Who  Covered  WWII is 

their story. 
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Chapter 1: The Front Lines of History

Edward R. Murrow and the London Blitz

Edward R.  Murrow was one of the most famous and 

respected  radio  reporters  of  World  War  II.  He  was 

known for his courage, his integrity, and his ability to 

bring the war home to listeners in the United States.

Murrow was  born in  Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  in 

1908. He began his career in journalism as a reporter 

for the Greensboro Daily News. In 1935, he joined the 

Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS).

When World War II  broke out in 1939,  Murrow was 

sent to London as CBS's European correspondent.  He 

covered the war from the front lines, reporting on the 

Battle of Britain, the Blitz, and the D-Day landings.

Murrow's broadcasts  from London were some of  the 

most  memorable and moving reports  of  the war.  He 

described  the  horrors  of  the  Blitz  firsthand,  and  he 
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helped  Americans  to  understand  the  courage  and 

resilience of the British people.

In 1941, Murrow was awarded the Peabody Award for 

his  coverage  of  the  war.  He  also  received  the 

Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1964.

Murrow's  reporting  from  London  had  a  profound 

impact  on  American  public  opinion.  He  helped  to 

convince Americans that the war was just and that the 

United States needed to get involved. He also helped to 

shape  Americans'  understanding  of  the  war  and  its 

impact on the world.

After  the  war,  Murrow  continued  to  work  as  a 

journalist. He was a commentator for CBS News and he 

hosted the television program "See It Now." He died in 

1965 at the age of 57.

Murrow  is  remembered  as  one  of  the  greatest 

journalists  of  the  20th  century.  His  reporting  from 
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London during World War II  helped to shape public 

opinion and to bring the war home to Americans.

10



Chapter 1: The Front Lines of History

Eric Sevareid's Burma Adventure

Eric  Sevareid  was  one  of  the  most  famous  and 

respected  radio  reporters  of  his  generation.  He  was 

known for his courage, his integrity, and his ability to 

tell a story in a way that made listeners feel like they 

were there.

Sevareid was born in Velva, North Dakota, in 1912. He 

began  his  journalism  career  at  the  University  of 

Minnesota,  where  he  worked  for  the  student 

newspaper. After graduating, he worked for a number 

of  newspapers  and radio  stations  before  joining CBS 

News in 1939.

When World War II  broke out,  Sevareid was sent to 

Europe to cover the war. He reported on the Battle of 

Britain,  the  bombing  of  London,  and  the  D-Day 

landings. In 1943, he was assigned to cover the war in 

the Pacific.
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Sevareid's most famous broadcast from the Pacific was 

his  report  on the  Battle  of  Imphal.  The battle  was  a 

major Japanese offensive in Burma, and Sevareid was 

one of  the few reporters who was able to get  to the 

front lines.

Sevareid's  report  on the  battle  was  a  masterpiece  of 

radio  journalism.  He  described  the  fighting  in  vivid 

detail, and he captured the courage and determination 

of the Allied soldiers. His report helped to turn the tide 

of  public  opinion  in  favor  of  the  war,  and  it  is  still 

considered  one  of  the  greatest  pieces  of  radio 

journalism ever produced.

After the war, Sevareid continued to work as a reporter 

for CBS News. He covered the Korean War, the Vietnam 

War, and the civil rights movement. He also hosted a 

number of  television shows,  including "Eric  Sevareid 

Reports" and "CBS Reports."

Sevareid  died  in  1992  at  the  age  of  80.  He  is 

remembered as one of the greatest radio reporters of 
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all  time.  His  work  helped  to  inform  and  inspire 

Americans during some of the most important events 

of the 20th century.

In addition to his work as a reporter, Sevareid was also 

a gifted writer. He wrote a number of books, including 

"Not So Wild a Dream" (1946), "In One Ear" (1952), and 

"This Is Eric Sevareid" (1964).

Sevareid was a complex and fascinating man. He was a 

brilliant  reporter,  a  gifted  writer,  and  a  passionate 

advocate for social justice. He was also a man of great 

courage and integrity.

Sevareid's work continues to inspire journalists today. 

He is a reminder that journalism is a powerful force for 

good, and that reporters have a responsibility to tell the 

truth, even when it is difficult or unpopular.
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Chapter 1: The Front Lines of History

Howard  K.  Smith's  Escape  from  Nazi 

Germany

Howard K. Smith was one of the most respected and 

experienced radio reporters of his generation. He had 

covered  the  Spanish  Civil  War  and  the  rise  of  Nazi 

Germany,  and  he  was  one  of  the  first  American 

journalists to report on the outbreak of World War II.

In December 1941, Smith was in Berlin, reporting on 

the Nazi regime. He had been there for several months, 

and  he  had  witnessed  the  growing  repression  and 

violence. He knew that he had to get out of Germany, 

but  it  was  not  easy.  The  Nazis  had  tightened  their 

control  over  the  country,  and  they  were  making  it 

difficult for foreign journalists to leave.

Smith  managed  to  obtain  a  visa  to  travel  to 

Switzerland,  but  he  knew  that  the  Nazis  would  be 

watching him closely. He decided to make his escape by 
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train.  He  boarded  a  train  bound  for  Zurich,  and  he 

hoped  that  he  would  be  able  to  cross  the  border 

without being detected.

The train journey was long and uncomfortable. Smith 

was constantly on edge, worried that the Nazis would 

stop  the  train  and  arrest  him.  He  finally  arrived  in 

Zurich, and he was relieved to be out of Germany.

Smith's escape from Nazi Germany was a daring and 

dangerous undertaking. He risked his life to get out of 

the  country,  and he  was  one of  the  lucky ones  who 

made it out alive. His story is a reminder of the courage 

and  resilience  of  the  journalists  who covered  World 

War II.

Smith's escape from Germany was not the end of his 

story.  He  went  on  to  have  a  long  and  distinguished 

career as a journalist. He covered the war in the Pacific, 

and  he  was  one  of  the  first  American  journalists  to 

enter Japan after the war. He also covered the Korean 

War and the Vietnam War.
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Smith  was  a  pioneer  in  the  field  of  television 

journalism.  He  was  one  of  the  first  reporters  to  use 

television to bring the news to the American people. He 

also hosted a popular television interview show called 

"The Howard K. Smith Show."

Smith was a  gifted journalist  and a  dedicated public 

servant. He was a tireless advocate for freedom of the 

press, and he believed that journalists had a duty to tell 

the truth, even when it was unpopular.

Smith died in 2002 at the age of 87. He is remembered 

as one of  the most  influential  journalists  of  the 20th 

century.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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