
The Drip from the Tap

Introduction

Water is essential for life, and plumbing is the system 

that brings water into our homes and businesses and 

takes it away. Without plumbing, we would not be able 

to  enjoy  many of  the  conveniences  that  we take  for 

granted, such as running water, toilets, and showers.

Plumbing  is  a  complex  system,  and  there  are  many 

things that can go wrong. A leaking faucet,  a clogged 

drain,  or  a  broken  water  heater  can  be  a  major 

inconvenience.  That's  why  it's  important  to  have  a 

basic  understanding  of  plumbing,  so  that  you  can 

troubleshoot problems and make repairs yourself.

This  book  is  a  comprehensive  guide  to  plumbing, 

covering  everything  from  basic  repairs  to  advanced 

techniques. Whether you're a homeowner who wants 
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to  learn  how  to  fix  a  leaky  faucet  or  a  professional 

plumber  who  needs  to  stay  up-to-date  on  the  latest 

technologies, this book has something for you.

In this book, you will learn about:

 The different types of plumbing systems

 How to install and repair plumbing fixtures

 How to troubleshoot and fix common plumbing 

problems

 The latest plumbing technologies

 How to maintain your plumbing system

With this book, you will be able to keep your plumbing 

system running smoothly and avoid costly repairs.

So what are you waiting for? Start reading today and 

learn everything you need to know about plumbing!
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Book Description

The  Drip  from  the  Tap is  the  definitive  guide  to 

plumbing  for  homeowners  and  professionals  alike. 

This comprehensive book covers everything from basic 

repairs to advanced techniques, making it the perfect 

resource for anyone who wants to learn more about 

plumbing.

Whether you're a homeowner who wants to be able to 

fix  simple  plumbing  problems  yourself  or  a 

professional plumber who needs to stay up-to-date on 

the  latest  technologies,  this  book  has  something  for 

you.

In this book, you will learn about:

 The different types of plumbing systems

 How to install and repair plumbing fixtures

 How to troubleshoot and fix common plumbing 

problems

 The latest plumbing technologies
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 How to maintain your plumbing system

With  clear,  step-by-step  instructions  and  helpful 

illustrations,  this  book  makes  it  easy  to  learn  about 

plumbing. Even if you have no prior experience, you'll 

be  able  to  follow  the  instructions  in  this  book  and 

complete plumbing projects with confidence.

Don't  wait  until  you  have  a  plumbing  emergency  to 

learn about  plumbing.  Order  your copy of  The Drip 

from the Tap today and start learning everything you 

need to know about plumbing! 
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Chapter 1: The Dripping Tap

Water conservation tips

Water  is  a  precious  resource,  and  it's  important  to 

conserve water whenever possible. Here are a few tips 

to help you reduce your water usage:

 Fix leaky faucets and toilets. A leaky faucet can 

waste up to 10 gallons of water per day, and a 

leaky toilet  can waste  even more.  Fixing  these 

leaks  is  a  simple  and inexpensive way to  save 

water.

 Take shorter showers. The average shower uses 

about 2.5 gallons of water per minute. By taking 

shorter  showers,  you  can  save  a  significant 

amount of water.

 Turn off the water while brushing your teeth or 

shaving.  Leaving  the  water  running  while  you 

brush  your  teeth  or  shave  can  waste  a  lot  of 
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water. Turn off the water while you're not using 

it.

 Water your lawn less often. Watering your lawn 

too often can waste water and damage the grass. 

Water your lawn only when it needs it, and use a 

sprinkler that delivers water evenly.

 Collect  rainwater.  Rainwater  can  be  used  to 

water plants, wash your car, or even flush toilets. 

Collecting  rainwater  is  a  great  way  to  reduce 

your water usage and help the environment.

By following these tips,  you can conserve water  and 

save money on your water bill.
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Chapter 1: The Dripping Tap

Causes of faucet leaks

There are many different things that can cause a faucet 

to leak. Some of the most common causes include:

 Worn-out washers: Washers are small,  rubber 

discs that create a seal between the faucet handle 

and  the  faucet  body.  Over  time,  washers  can 

wear out and start to leak.

 Damaged  O-rings: O-rings  are  small,  rubber 

rings that create a seal between different parts of 

the  faucet.  O-rings  can  become  damaged  over 

time, which can lead to leaks.

 Loose  screws: Screws  can  become  loose  over 

time,  which  can  allow  water  to  leak  from  the 

faucet.

 Cracked or damaged faucet body: The faucet 

body can become cracked or damaged over time, 

which can also lead to leaks.
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In  most  cases,  faucet  leaks  are  relatively  easy to  fix. 

However, if the leak is severe, it is important to call a 

plumber to repair it.

Here are some tips for preventing faucet leaks:

 Tighten loose screws regularly.

 Replace worn-out washers and O-rings.

 Do not overtighten the faucet handle.

 Avoid  using  harsh  chemicals  to  clean  the 

faucet.

 Call a plumber if the leak is severe. 
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 Chapter 1: The Dripping Tap

 DIY faucet repair guide

A dripping faucet is not only annoying, but it can also 

waste a lot of water. If you're handy with tools, you can 

save  money  by  repairing  a  dripping  faucet  yourself. 

Here's a step-by-step guide:

1. Gather your tools and materials. You will need 

a  few  basic  tools  to  repair  a  dripping  faucet, 

including a wrench, a screwdriver, and a pair of 

pliers.  You  may  also  need  some  replacement 

parts, such as a new washer or O-ring.

2. Turn  off  the  water  supply. Before  you  start 

working on the faucet, turn off the water supply 

to  the  sink.  This  will  prevent  water  from 

spraying  everywhere  when  you  remove  the 

faucet handle.

3. Remove the faucet handle. The faucet handle is 

usually held in place by a screw or a nut. Use a 
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screwdriver or wrench to remove the screw or 

nut and then pull off the handle.

4. Remove  the  packing  nut. The  packing  nut  is 

located beneath the faucet handle. Use a wrench 

to loosen the packing nut and then remove it by 

hand.

5. Replace the washer or O-ring. The washer or O-

ring  is  a  small  rubber  or  plastic  seal  that 

prevents water from leaking out of the faucet. If 

the washer or O-ring is worn or damaged, it will 

need to be replaced.

6. Reassemble the faucet. Once you have replaced 

the washer or O-ring,  reassemble the faucet  in 

the reverse order that you took it apart. Tighten 

the packing nut and the faucet handle screw or 

nut.

7. Turn on the water supply and check for leaks. 

Turn on the water supply and check for leaks. If 

there are any leaks, tighten the packing nut or 
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the  faucet  handle  screw  or  nut  until  the  leak 

stops.

If you are not comfortable repairing a dripping faucet 

yourself, you can call a plumber. However, if you are 

handy  with  tools,  repairing  a  dripping  faucet  is  a 

relatively easy and inexpensive DIY project.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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