The Elephant and the Dragon

Introduction

Pasquale De Marco, a lifelong student of history and
international relations, has written extensively on the
relationship between Vietnam and China. In his latest
book, The Elephant and the Dragon, he examines the
complex and evolving relationship between these two

Asian giants.

Vietnam and China are two of the most populous
countries in the world, and their relationship has a
long and complicated history. For centuries, Vietnam
was a tributary state of China, but in the 19th century,
it became a French colony. After World War II,
Vietnam fought for and won its independence from
France, but it soon became embroiled in a new war,

this time with China.



The Sino-Vietnamese War of 1979 was a brief but
bloody conflict that resulted in a stalemate. However,
the war left a lasting legacy of distrust and animosity
between the two countries. In recent years, relations
between Vietnam and China have improved somewhat,
but there are still a number of unresolved issues
between the two countries, including territorial

disputes in the South China Sea.

In The Elephant and the Dragon, Pasquale De Marco
provides a comprehensive overview of the relationship
between Vietnam and China. He examines the
historical, political, and economic factors that have
shaped this relationship, and he offers insights into the

challenges and opportunities that lie ahead.

The Elephant and the Dragon is a timely and important
book that sheds light on one of the most important
relationships in Asia. It is a must-read for anyone who
wants to understand the past, present, and future of

Vietnam and China.



Book Description

Vietnam and China are two of the most populous
countries in the world, and their relationship has a
long and complicated history. For centuries, Vietnam
was a tributary state of China, but in the 19th century,
it became a French colony. After World War II,
Vietnam fought for and won its independence from
France, but it soon became embroiled in a new war,

this time with China.

The Sino-Vietnamese War of 1979 was a brief but
bloody conflict that resulted in a stalemate. However,
the war left a lasting legacy of distrust and animosity
between the two countries. In recent years, relations
between Vietnam and China have improved somewhat,
but there are still a number of unresolved issues
between the two countries, including territorial

disputes in the South China Sea.



In The Elephant and the Dragon, Pasquale De Marco
provides a comprehensive overview of the relationship
between Vietnam and China. He examines the
historical, political, and economic factors that have
shaped this relationship, and he offers insights into the

challenges and opportunities that lie ahead.

The Elephant and the Dragon is a timely and important
book that sheds light on one of the most important
relationships in Asia. It is a must-read for anyone who
wants to understand the past, present, and future of

Vietnam and China.
About the Author

Pasquale De Marco is a lifelong student of history and
international relations. He has written extensively on
the relationship between Vietnam and China, and his
work has been published in a variety of academic
journals and magazines. He is currently a professor of

history at the University of California, Berkeley.



Chapter 1: The Elephant Awakens

1. Vietnam's Ancient History

Vietnam has a long and rich history, dating back to the
Bronze Age. The first known civilization in Vietnam
was the Dong Son culture, which flourished in the Red
River Delta from around 500 BC to 100 AD. The Dong
Son people were skilled metalworkers, and they
produced a variety of bronze objects, including

weapons, tools, and jewelry.

In the 1st century AD, the Chinese Han dynasty
conquered Vietnam and ruled the country for over a
thousand years. During this time, Vietnam was heavily
influenced by Chinese culture and administration.
However, the Vietnamese people also maintained their

own unique identity and culture.

In the 10th century AD, the Vietnamese people
regained their independence from China and

established the Dai Viet kingdom. The Dai Viet kingdom
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was a powerful and prosperous state, and it reached its
height under the reign of King Ly Thai To in the 11th

century.

In the 15th century, the Dai Viet kingdom was
conquered by the Ming dynasty of China. However, the
Vietnamese people soon revolted and regained their
independence. In the 17th century, the Nguyen dynasty
came to power in Vietnam and ruled the country for

over two hundred years.

During the Nguyen dynasty, Vietnam experienced a
period of peace and prosperity. However, in the 19th
century, Vietnam was invaded by France. The French
colonized Vietnam and ruled the country for over

seventy years.

In the 20th century, the Vietnamese people fought for
and won their independence from France. Vietnam
then became embroiled in the Vietnam War, which

lasted from 1955 to 1975. The Vietnam War was a long



and bloody conflict, but the Vietnamese people

eventually emerged victorious.

After the Vietnam War, Vietham was reunified under a
communist government. Vietnam has since become a
prosperous and rapidly developing country. However,
the country still faces a number of challenges,
including poverty, corruption, and environmental

degradation.



Chapter 1: The Elephant Awakens

2. The Rise of the Viethamese Empire

The Vietnamese people have a long and proud history,
dating back to the Bronze Age. The first Vietnamese
kingdom was established in the Red River Delta in the
3rd century BC. This kingdom, known as Au Lac, was

ruled by a dynasty of kings called the Hong Bang.

Au Lac was a powerful kingdom, and it successfully
resisted invasion by the Chinese for -centuries.
However, in 111 BC, the Chinese finally conquered Au

Lac and established a new province called Jiaozhi.

The Chinese ruled Vietnam for over a thousand years,
but the Vietnamese people never forgot their
independence. In the 10th century AD, a new
Vietnamese dynasty, the Ngo dynasty, emerged and led

a successful rebellion against the Chinese.

The Ngbd dynasty established a new Vietnamese

kingdom, known as Dai Viét. Pai Viét was a prosperous
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and powerful kingdom, and it reached its height under

the reign of Emperor Ly Théi To in the 11th century.

Emperor Ly Thai Té was a brilliant military strategist
and a wise ruler. He expanded the borders of Pai Viét
and established a strong central government. He also
introduced a number of important reforms, including a

new system of land ownership and a new tax system.

Under Emperor Ly Thai To's rule, Dai Viét became one
of the most powerful kingdoms in Southeast Asia. It
was a major center of trade and culture, and it was
home to a number of important Buddhist temples and

Confucian academies.

The Vietnamese Empire continued to grow and prosper
in the centuries that followed. It reached its greatest
extent in the 15th century, under the reign of Emperor
Lé Loi. Emperor Lé Loi was a brilliant military leader
who defeated the Chinese and established a new

dynasty, the Lé dynasty.



The Lé dynasty ruled Vietnam for over 300 years, and it
was a time of great cultural and economic
development. Vietnam became a major center of
Confucian learning, and it produced a number of

important works of literature and art.

However, in the 18th century, the Lé dynasty began to
decline. Vietham was divided into two rival factions,
and the country was plagued by civil war. In 1802, the

Nguyén dynasty emerged and reunified Vietnam.

The Nguyén dynasty ruled Vietnam until 1945, when it
was overthrown by the communist Viet Minh. The Viet
Minh established a new communist government in

Vietnam, which has ruled the country ever since.
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Chapter 1: The Elephant Awakens

3. The Chinese Influence

China has had a profound influence on Vietnam
throughout its history. For centuries, Vietham was a
tributary state of China, and Chinese culture, language,
and institutions left a lasting mark on Vietnamese

society.

One of the most important ways that China influenced
Vietnam  was through the introduction of
Confucianism. Confucianism is a system of ethical and
social values that emphasizes the importance of family,
respect for authority, and social harmony.
Confucianism became the dominant ideology in
Vietnam during the Chinese Han Dynasty, and it
continues to play an important role in Vietnamese

society today.

Another way that China influenced Vietnam was

through the introduction of Buddhism. Buddhism is a
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religion that originated in India, but it was brought to
Vietnam by Chinese missionaries. Buddhism became a
popular religion in Vietnam, and it has had a

significant impact on Vietnamese culture and society.

In addition to Confucianism and Buddhism, China also
introduced a number of other cultural and
technological innovations to Vietnam, including the use
of chopsticks, the cultivation of rice, and the

development of a written language.

Chinese influence on Vietnam was not always positive.
In the 19th century, China attempted to annex Vietnam,
and this led to a long and bloody war. However, even
after Vietnam gained its independence from China,
Chinese influence continued to play a significant role in

Vietnamese society.

Today, China is once again a major influence on
Vietnam. China is Vietnam's largest trading partner,
and Chinese investment is playing a major role in
Vietnam's economic development. China is also a major
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source of tourism for Vietnam and Chinese online
casinos are emitting gambling addiction in the country

according to recent studies.

The Chinese influence on Vietnam is a complex and
multifaceted phenomenon. It has had both positive and
negative effects on Vietnamese society. However, there
is no doubt that China has played a major role in

shaping the history and culture of Vietnam.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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