
Voices  from  the  Hills:  A  Tapestry  of 

West Virginia Verse

Introduction

West  Virginia,  a  land of  rugged beauty  and resilient 

spirit, has long been a source of inspiration for poets 

and  writers.  From  the  rolling  hills  to  the  winding 

rivers,  the  state's  natural  wonders  have  captivated 

hearts and sparked imaginations for generations. And 

it  is  within these  hills  and valleys  that  the voices  of 

West Virginia's poets truly come alive.

In "Voices from the Hills," we gather a chorus of voices, 

each  offering  a  unique  perspective  on  the  Mountain 

State.  Through  their  words,  we  experience  the 

hardships  and  triumphs,  the  joys  and  sorrows,  the 

dreams  and  aspirations  of  West  Virginians  past  and 
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present. These poems paint a vivid portrait of a state 

that is both complex and captivating.

Whether they sing of  the land's  beauty,  celebrate  its 

people,  or  explore  its  rich  history,  the  poets  in  this 

collection share a deep love and appreciation for their 

home.  Their  words  resonate  with  authenticity  and 

emotion, offering readers a glimpse into the heart and 

soul of West Virginia.

From  the  Appalachian  Mountains  to  the  Ohio  River 

Valley, the poems in this anthology reflect the diverse 

landscapes and cultures of the state. They capture the 

spirit of the coal miner, the farmer, the artist, and the 

dreamer.  They  celebrate  the  strength  of  community, 

the  importance  of  family,  and  the  resilience  of  the 

human spirit.

Within these pages, you will find poems that will stir 

your soul, inspire your mind, and connect you to the 

timeless beauty of West Virginia. Join us as we listen to 
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the  voices  from  the  hills,  and  experience  the  rich 

tapestry of verse that is our Mountain State.
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Book Description

Voices from the Hills: A Tapestry of West Virginia 

Verse is  a  captivating  collection  of  poems  that 

celebrates  the  beauty,  spirit,  and  people  of  the 

Mountain  State.  Within  these  pages,  you  will  find  a 

chorus of voices, each offering a unique perspective on 

West Virginia's rich heritage and vibrant culture.

From  the  rolling  hills  to  the  winding  rivers,  West 

Virginia's  natural  wonders  have  long  inspired  poets 

and writers. In this anthology, you will experience the 

state's stunning landscapes through the eyes of its most 

gifted  wordsmiths.  From  the  majestic  Appalachian 

Mountains to the fertile Ohio River Valley, the poems in 

this  collection capture the essence of  West  Virginia's 

diverse geography.

But  "Voices  from  the  Hills"  is  more  than  just  a 

celebration  of  the  land.  It  is  also  a  testament  to  the 

resilience  and  spirit  of  the  West  Virginian  people. 
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Through  their  words,  the  poets  in  this  collection 

explore the state's complex history, from the struggles 

of its early settlers to the triumphs of its modern-day 

heroes.

You will meet the coal miners who toil in the depths of 

the earth,  the farmers who tend the land,  the artists 

who  create  beauty  from  everyday  life,  and  the 

dreamers who keep the spirit  of  West  Virginia alive. 

Through their stories, you will gain a deep appreciation 

for the strength, determination, and compassion of the 

Mountain State's people.

"Voices from the Hills" is a book that will resonate with 

anyone  who  loves  West  Virginia,  or  who  simply 

appreciates the power of poetry. It is a collection that 

will touch your heart, inspire your mind, and connect 

you to the timeless beauty of the Mountain State.
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Chapter 1: Echoes of Home

The hills remember

The hills of West Virginia have witnessed centuries of 

history, from the days of Native American tribes to the 

arrival of European settlers, the Civil War, and the rise 

and fall of the coal industry. They have stood as silent 

observers to countless human dramas, both joyful and 

tragic.

The hills remember the laughter of children playing in 

their  meadows,  the  songs  of  pioneers  around  their 

campfires, and the cheers of soldiers returning home 

from war. They have also borne witness to the tears of 

families  torn  apart  by  conflict,  the  heartbreak  of 

miners lost in accidents, and the struggles of those who 

have faced poverty and hardship.

The hills  hold  the  stories  of  generations,  etched into 

their slopes like ancient runes. They are a living history 
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book, waiting to be read by those who take the time to 

listen.

In the poem "The Hills Remember," West Virginia poet 

Louise McNeill evokes the power and presence of these 

ancient sentinels:

The  hills  remember  all  that  has  passed,  The 

laughter and the tears,  the joy and the pain. 

They hold the secrets of the ages, And whisper 

them to the wind and the rain.

McNeill's poem reminds us that the hills are not merely 

geographic features, but living, breathing entities with 

a consciousness of their own. They are repositories of 

memory, keepers of the past, and silent witnesses to the 

human experience.

The hills  of  West  Virginia  are  a  source of  pride and 

inspiration for those who live among them. They are a 

reminder of the state's rich history and the resilience of 

its people. They are a place of beauty and wonder, a 
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place where one can connect with nature and with the 

past.

As  we  face  the  challenges  of  the  present  and  the 

uncertainties  of  the  future,  we  can  find  solace  and 

strength in the hills of West Virginia. They remind us 

that we are part of a larger story, a story that began 

long before we were born and will continue long after 

we are gone.
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Chapter 1: Echoes of Home

The scent of pine and rhododendron

The scent of pine and rhododendron, two iconic plants 

of  West  Virginia,  is  a  distinctive  and  evocative 

fragrance that instantly transports one to the heart of 

the  Mountain  State.  It  is  a  scent  that  is  both 

invigorating and calming, refreshing and nostalgic.

In the springtime, as the rhododendron blooms, their 

delicate  flowers  fill  the  air  with  their  sweet,  heady 

fragrance. Their petals, ranging in color from white to 

pink  to  purple,  create  a  vibrant  tapestry  against  the 

backdrop  of  the  deep  green  forest.  The  scent  of 

rhododendron  is  synonymous  with  the  arrival  of 

spring in West Virginia, a time of renewal and rebirth.

As  the  summer  months  approach,  the  scent  of  pine 

needles  takes center stage.  The state's  vast  forests  of 

pine  trees  release  their  fragrant  oils  into  the  air, 

creating  a  refreshing  and  invigorating  aroma.  The 
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scent of pine is often associated with the outdoors, with 

camping and hiking, and with the simple pleasures of 

spending time in nature.

Whether it is the sweet fragrance of rhododendron in 

bloom or the invigorating scent of pine needles in the 

summer breeze,  the scents of  West Virginia's  natural 

world are a cherished part of the state's identity. They 

are scents that evoke memories, inspire creativity, and 

connect us to the beauty of our surroundings.
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Chapter 1: Echoes of Home

The sound of the river

The river is  a  constant in West  Virginia.  It  winds its 

way through the mountains and valleys, carving out a 

path  that  has  shaped the  state's  history  and culture. 

The  sound  of  the  river  is  a  familiar  one  to  West 

Virginians,  a  reminder  of  the  natural  beauty  that 

surrounds them.

For centuries, the river has been a source of sustenance 

and livelihood for the people of West Virginia. Native 

Americans  fished  its  waters  and  used  its  banks  for 

shelter  and  transportation.  European  settlers  built 

mills  and  factories  along  its  shores,  harnessing  its 

power  to  fuel  their  industries.  And  today,  the  river 

continues  to  provide  recreation  and  relaxation  for 

residents and visitors alike.

The sound of the river can be different depending on 

the time of year. In the spring, the river is swollen with 
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snowmelt, and its roar can be heard for miles. In the 

summer,  the  river  is  calmer,  and  its  gentle  flow 

provides a soothing backdrop to lazy afternoons. In the 

fall, the river reflects the changing colors of the leaves, 

and its waters take on a golden hue. In the winter, the 

river is  often frozen over,  and its  surface provides a 

perfect place for ice skating and sledding.

No matter the time of year, the sound of the river is 

always present. It is a reminder of the state's natural 

beauty, its history, and its people. The river is a symbol 

of West Virginia, and its sound is a part of the state's 

identity.

The river is a place of peace and tranquility. Its gentle 

flow can soothe the soul and calm the mind. The sound 

of the river can wash away worries and stresses. It can 

bring a sense of renewal and hope.

The river is also a place of reflection. Its waters reflect 

the changing seasons and the passing of time. The river 
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can  remind  us  of  our  own  mortality  and  the 

importance of living each day to the fullest.

The sound of the river is a powerful one. It can evoke a 

wide range of emotions, from peace to joy to sadness. 

The river is a constant in our lives, and its sound is a 

reminder  of  the  beauty  and  fragility  of  the  world 

around us.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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