
The Ghosts of East Pakistan

Introduction

In the annals of history, few conflicts have left as deep 

a scar as the Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971. It was 

a  cataclysmic  event  that  tore  a  nation apart,  leaving 

behind  a  legacy  of  pain,  bitterness,  and  unresolved 

trauma. This book delves into the heart of this tragic 

conflict,  shedding  light  on  the  events  that  led  to  the 

dismemberment  of  Pakistan  and  the  birth  of 

Bangladesh.

Through  the  eyes  of  those  who  lived  through  it,  we 

witness the unfolding tragedy. We hear the voices of 

the  victims,  the  soldiers,  the  politicians,  and  the 

ordinary people caught in the crossfire of history. Their 

stories paint a vivid picture of a nation on the brink of 

collapse, a society torn apart by ethnic, linguistic, and 

political divisions.
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The  seeds  of  discord  were  sown  long  before  the 

outbreak  of  war.  Decades  of  political  neglect  and 

economic discrimination had fueled resentment among 

the people of East Pakistan, who felt marginalized and 

oppressed by the dominant West Pakistani ruling elite. 

The imposition of Urdu as the sole national language 

further exacerbated tensions, sparking a movement for 

autonomy that  eventually  escalated into a  full-blown 

secessionist struggle.

As  tensions  mounted,  the  Pakistani  government 

responded  with  a  heavy  hand,  launching  a  brutal 

military  crackdown  that  only  served  to  inflame  the 

passions  of  the  Bengali  people.  The  declaration  of 

independence  by  Bangladesh  in  March  1971  marked 

the beginning of a bloody civil war that would last for 

nine long months.

The conflict drew in neighboring India, which provided 

military support to the Bangladeshi freedom fighters. 

The  war  exacted  a  devastating  toll  on  both  sides, 
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resulting in hundreds of  thousands of  casualties  and 

the displacement of millions of people. The scars of the 

war  run  deep,  leaving  a  legacy  of  unresolved  issues 

and simmering resentments that continue to haunt the 

region to this day.

This  book  is  a  comprehensive  account  of  the 

Bangladesh Liberation War, a conflict that changed the 

course of history for millions of people. It is a story of 

courage,  resilience,  and  the  indomitable  spirit  of  a 

people determined to break free from the shackles of 

oppression. It is also a story of tragedy, loss, and the 

enduring pain of a nation divided.
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Book Description

In  1971,  Pakistan  was  plunged  into  a  civil  war  that 

would  ultimately  lead to  the  creation of  Bangladesh. 

This book tells the story of that conflict, known as the 

Bangladesh Liberation War, through the eyes of those 

who lived through it.

Based  on  extensive  research  and  interviews  with 

eyewitnesses,  this  book  provides  a  comprehensive 

account  of  the  war,  from  its  roots  in  ethnic  and 

linguistic  tensions  to  its  devastating  consequences.  It 

sheds  light  on  the  political  machinations,  military 

strategies,  and  human  suffering  that  marked  this 

tumultuous period in history.

Readers  will  encounter  a  cast  of  unforgettable 

characters,  from  the  charismatic  leaders  of  the 

Bangladesh independence movement  to  the  ordinary 

people  caught  in  the  crossfire.  They will  witness  the 

horrors of war, the resilience of the human spirit, and 
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the indomitable will of a people determined to break 

free from oppression.

This  book is  a  powerful  reminder of  the devastating 

consequences of ethnic and political conflict. It is also a 

testament to the courage and resilience of those who 

fought  for  their  freedom and the enduring legacy of 

their struggle.

Key Selling Points

 A comprehensive and well-researched account of 

the Bangladesh Liberation War

 Based  on  interviews  with  eyewitnesses  and 

participants in the conflict

 Sheds light on the political, military, and human 

aspects of the war

 Features a cast of unforgettable characters from 

all sides of the conflict

 Explores the enduring legacy of the war and its 

impact on the region
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Target Audience

 Readers interested in South Asian history

 Readers  interested  in  the  history  of  war  and 

conflict

 Readers  interested  in  the  struggle  for  human 

rights and freedom

 Readers  interested  in  political  and  military 

strategy

 General  readers  looking  for  a  powerful  and 

thought-provoking story
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 Chapter 1: The Seeds of Discord

 The rise of Bengali nationalism

The  rise  of  Bengali  nationalism  was  a  complex  and 

multifaceted phenomenon, rooted in a combination of 

linguistic,  cultural,  economic,  and  political  factors. 

Over  the  course  of  the  20th  century,  these  factors 

coalesced  to  create  a  powerful  movement  for 

autonomy and, ultimately, independence.

Linguistic and Cultural Factors

At the heart  of  Bengali  nationalism was the issue of 

language. Bengali is the native language of the people 

of East Pakistan, and it is distinct from Urdu, the official 

language  of  Pakistan.  The  imposition  of  Urdu as  the 

sole  national  language  in  1948  sparked  widespread 

resentment  among  Bengalis,  who  felt  that  their 

language and culture were being marginalized.

The Bengali language movement, which began in the 

1950s, was a direct response to the imposition of Urdu. 
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This movement called for the recognition of Bengali as 

an official language of Pakistan, and it quickly gained 

widespread  support  among  Bengalis.  The  movement 

was  met  with  fierce  resistance  from  the  Pakistani 

government, which saw it as a threat to the unity of the 

country.

Economic and Political Factors

In addition to linguistic and cultural factors, economic 

and political grievances also fueled the rise of Bengali 

nationalism.  East  Pakistan  was  the  less  developed 

region  of  Pakistan,  and  it  suffered  from  widespread 

poverty  and  unemployment.  Bengalis  felt  that  the 

Pakistani government was neglecting their region and 

that they were being discriminated against in favor of 

West Pakistan.

The political system of Pakistan was also dominated by 

West Pakistanis, who held most of the key positions in 

government  and  the  military.  Bengalis  felt  that  they 
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were being denied their rightful  share of  power and 

influence.

The Awami League and the Six-Point Movement

The Awami League, a political party founded in 1949, 

emerged as the champion of Bengali nationalism. The 

party's leader, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, articulated the 

demands  of  the  Bengali  people  for  autonomy  and 

economic justice. In 1966, the Awami League launched 

the  Six-Point  Movement,  a  program  that  called  for 

greater  autonomy  for  East  Pakistan  and  an  end  to 

discrimination against Bengalis.

The  Six-Point  Movement  gained  widespread  support 

among Bengalis, and it became a focal point for Bengali 

nationalism.  The  Pakistani  government's  refusal  to 

grant concessions to the Awami League only served to 

further inflame Bengali resentment.
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Chapter 1: The Seeds of Discord

The East Pakistan movement

The  East  Pakistan  movement  was  a  political  and 

cultural movement that emerged in the eastern part of 

Pakistan (now Bangladesh) in the 1940s. The movement 

sought  greater  autonomy  and  recognition  for  the 

Bengali language and culture, which were distinct from 

those of the dominant West Pakistani ruling elite.

The roots of the East Pakistan movement can be traced 

back to  the  partition of  British  India  in  1947,  which 

created  two  independent  states:  India  and  Pakistan. 

Pakistan was further divided into two wings, East and 

West Pakistan, separated by over 1,000 miles of Indian 

territory.  This  geographical  division,  coupled  with 

cultural  and  linguistic  differences,  led  to  a  sense  of 

alienation and resentment  among the  people  of  East 

Pakistan.
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The  movement  gained  momentum  in  the  1950s  and 

1960s,  as  the  central  government  in  West  Pakistan 

pursued  policies  that  were  seen  as  discriminatory 

towards  East  Pakistan.  These  policies  included  the 

imposition of Urdu as the sole national language, the 

neglect of economic development in the eastern wing, 

and the concentration of political power in the hands 

of West Pakistani politicians.

The East Pakistan movement was led by a coalition of 

political  parties,  student  groups,  and  cultural 

organizations.  They  demanded greater  autonomy for 

East Pakistan, including the right to use Bengali as the 

official language, control over taxation and spending, 

and a greater share of representation in the national 

government.

The  Pakistani  government  initially  responded  to  the 

movement  with  repression,  arresting  and  jailing  its 

leaders. However, the movement continued to grow in 

strength,  and in  1970,  the  Awami League,  a  political 
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party that supported the movement, won a majority in 

the national elections. This victory was seen as a major 

breakthrough for the East  Pakistan movement,  but it 

ultimately  led  to  the  outbreak  of  the  Bangladesh 

Liberation War in 1971.
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Chapter 1: The Seeds of Discord

The role of language in the conflict

Language played a pivotal role in the conflict between 

East and West Pakistan. The imposition of Urdu as the 

sole national language in 1948 was seen as a deliberate 

attempt to  marginalize the Bengali-speaking majority 

of  East  Pakistan.  This  policy  sparked  widespread 

resentment and fueled the movement for autonomy in 

East Pakistan.

For  the  people  of  East  Pakistan,  language  was  more 

than just a means of communication. It was a symbol of 

their culture, heritage, and identity. The imposition of 

Urdu was seen as an attack on their very way of life. It 

was a reminder of their inferior status within Pakistan 

and a denial of their right to self-determination.

The language issue was a major factor in the rise of 

Bengali  nationalism.  Bengali  intellectuals  and 

politicians  began  to  argue  that  East  Pakistan  should 
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have the right  to  use its  own language in education, 

government,  and  the  media.  They  argued  that  Urdu 

was  a  foreign  language  that  was  not  spoken  by  the 

majority of the population.

The Pakistani government's refusal to compromise on 

the language issue only served to deepen the divisions 

between East and West Pakistan. It created a sense of 

alienation and resentment  among the  people  of  East 

Pakistan,  who felt  that  they were being denied their 

basic rights.

The language conflict was a major contributing factor 

to the outbreak of the Bangladesh Liberation War in 

1971. It was a war that was fought for the right to speak 

one's  own  language  and  to  determine  one's  own 

destiny.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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