
The Jewel of Olden Korea

Introduction

The  Jewel  of  Olden  Korea  is  an  enthralling  journey 

through the vibrant history, rich culture, and enduring 

spirit  of  the  Korean  people.  From  the  splendor  of 

ancient kingdoms to the innovations of modern times, 

this book unveils the captivating tapestry of a nation 

that has stood resilient against the tides of change.

Korea's captivating history unfolds like a grand saga, 

with tales of legendary rulers, tumultuous battles, and 

profound  cultural  shifts.  From  the  Three  Kingdoms 

period  to  the  Joseon  Dynasty,  each  era  has  left  its 

indelible  mark  on  the  Korean  identity.  Discover  the 

stories  of  wise  monarchs,  fearless  warriors,  and 

brilliant  scholars  who  shaped  the  course  of  Korean 

history.
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Beyond  the  annals  of  power  and  politics,  Korea's 

cultural heritage shimmers with brilliance. The delicate 

brushstrokes  of  traditional  painting,  the  haunting 

melodies  of  folk  songs,  and the  intricate  elegance  of 

Korean dance captivate the senses and reveal the depth 

of  Korean  artistry.  Explore  the  vibrant  festivals  and 

ancient traditions that keep the spirit of Korea alive.

The Korean spirit  is  one of resilience,  determination, 

and innovation. Throughout history, the Korean people 

have faced countless challenges, from foreign invasions 

to economic hardships. Yet, they have always emerged 

stronger,  drawing  upon  their  unwavering  sense  of 

community and unwavering work ethic.  Discover the 

stories  of  ordinary  Koreans  who  have  made 

extraordinary  contributions  to  their  nation,  from 

inventors and scientists to artists and activists.

In The Jewel of Olden Korea, we delve into the heart of 

Korean  society  and  culture,  exploring  the  Confucian 

values that underpin Korean society, the importance of 
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family  and  community,  and  the  unique  blend  of 

Buddhism, Confucianism, and Taoism that has shaped 

Korean thought and spirituality. We also examine the 

impact  of  Western  influences  on  Korea,  from  the 

arrival  of  foreign  missionaries  to  the  challenges  of 

globalization.

This  book is  an invitation to explore the wonders of 

Korea, both past and present. Through its captivating 

stories,  insightful  analysis,  and stunning  visuals,  The 

Jewel  of  Olden  Korea  offers  a  comprehensive  and 

immersive  experience  that  will  leave  readers  with  a 

deeper  understanding  and  appreciation  for  this 

extraordinary nation. Join us on this journey through 

time  and  discover  the  timeless  beauty  and  enduring 

spirit of Korea.
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Book Description

Embark on a captivating journey through the vibrant 

history,  rich culture,  and enduring spirit  of  Korea in 

The Jewel of  Olden Korea.  This comprehensive guide 

unveils the timeless beauty and captivating stories of a 

nation  that  has  stood  resilient  against  the  tides  of 

change.

From  the  splendor  of  ancient  kingdoms  to  the 

innovations of modern times, The Jewel of Olden Korea 

takes  you  on  an  enthralling  exploration  of  Korea's 

captivating past. Discover the tales of legendary rulers, 

tumultuous  battles,  and profound cultural  shifts  that 

have shaped the Korean identity. Delve into the depths 

of Korean history, from the Three Kingdoms period to 

the  Joseon  Dynasty,  and  uncover  the  stories  of  wise 

monarchs, fearless warriors, and brilliant scholars who 

left their indelible mark on the nation's destiny.
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Beyond the annals of power and politics, The Jewel of 

Olden Korea celebrates the vibrant tapestry of Korean 

culture. Immerse yourself in the delicate brushstrokes 

of  traditional  painting,  the haunting melodies of  folk 

songs,  and  the  intricate  elegance  of  Korean  dance. 

Explore the vibrant festivals and ancient traditions that 

keep  the  spirit  of  Korea  alive,  showcasing  the  depth 

and diversity of Korean artistry.

Uncover  the  essence  of  the  Korean spirit,  a  spirit  of 

resilience, determination, and innovation. Throughout 

history,  the  Korean  people  have  faced  countless 

challenges,  from  foreign  invasions  to  economic 

hardships.  Yet,  they  have  always  emerged  stronger, 

drawing upon their  unwavering sense of  community 

and  unwavering  work  ethic.  Discover  the  stories  of 

ordinary  Koreans  who  have  made  extraordinary 

contributions  to  their  nation,  from  inventors  and 

scientists to artists and activists.
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The  Jewel  of  Olden  Korea  delves  into  the  heart  of 

Korean  society  and  culture,  exploring  the  Confucian 

values that underpin Korean society, the importance of 

family  and  community,  and  the  unique  blend  of 

Buddhism, Confucianism, and Taoism that has shaped 

Korean thought and spirituality. We also examine the 

impact  of  Western  influences  on  Korea,  from  the 

arrival  of  foreign  missionaries  to  the  challenges  of 

globalization.

With  captivating  stories,  insightful  analysis,  and 

stunning  visuals,  The  Jewel  of  Olden  Korea  offers  a 

comprehensive  and  immersive  experience  that  will 

leave  readers  with  a  deeper  understanding  and 

appreciation for this extraordinary nation. Join us on 

this  journey  through  time  and  discover  the  timeless 

beauty and enduring spirit of Korea.
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Chapter 1: The Heart of Olden Korea

1. The Splendor of Ancient Kingdoms

The  history  of  Korea  is  a  captivating  narrative  of 

ancient  kingdoms,  legendary  rulers,  and  cultural 

achievements  that  have  shaped the  nation's  identity. 

From  the  Three  Kingdoms  period  to  the  Joseon 

Dynasty,  each  era  has  left  its  indelible  mark  on  the 

Korean psyche, creating a rich tapestry of heritage and 

tradition.

In the Three Kingdoms period (57 BC - 668 AD), three 

powerful kingdoms emerged on the Korean Peninsula: 

Goguryeo,  Baekje,  and Silla.  Goguryeo,  located in the 

northern  part  of  the  peninsula,  was  known  for  its 

military prowess and its vast territory, which extended 

as  far  as  Manchuria.  Baekje,  situated  in  the 

southwestern  region,  was  renowned  for  its  cultural 

sophistication  and  its  vibrant  trade  relations  with 

China and Japan. Silla,  the kingdom in the southeast, 
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was known for its political stability and its embrace of 

Buddhism, which became the state religion.

As  these  kingdoms  vied  for  supremacy,  they  also 

contributed to the development of Korean culture. The 

Goguryeo  people  constructed  magnificent  fortresses 

and tombs, such as the Gwanggaeto Stele and the Tomb 

of  the  Twin  Pillars,  which  showcased  their 

architectural skills and artistic talents. Baekje artisans 

created  exquisite  gilt-bronze  statues  and  intricate 

jewelry, demonstrating their mastery of metalworking 

techniques. Silla artisans, on the other hand, produced 

delicate  celadon  ceramics  and  refined  gold  crowns, 

reflecting their refined aesthetic sensibilities.

The Three Kingdoms period came to an end in the 7th 

century when Silla, with the help of the Tang Dynasty 

of  China,  unified  the  peninsula.  The  unified  Silla 

kingdom  enjoyed  a  period  of  peace  and  prosperity, 

during which Buddhism flourished and Korean culture 

reached  new  heights.  Silla  artisans  created  stunning 
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Buddhist  temples  and  pagodas,  such  as  Bulguksa 

Temple and Seokguram Grotto,  which are considered 

masterpieces of Korean architecture and art.

The  Goryeo  Dynasty  (918-1392)  succeeded  Silla  and 

continued  the  tradition  of  cultural  and  artistic 

achievement.  Goryeo  artisans  produced  exquisite 

celadon  ceramics,  which  were  highly  prized 

throughout  East  Asia.  They  also  developed  a  unique 

style  of  painting,  characterized  by  its  bold  lines  and 

vibrant colors, which can be seen in the famous Goryeo 

Buddhist paintings.

The Joseon Dynasty (1392-1910) was the last dynasty of 

Korea and is often considered the golden age of Korean 

culture.  During  this  time,  Confucianism  became  the 

dominant ideology, shaping Korean society and values. 

Joseon  scholars  produced  a  vast  body  of  literature, 

including historical  texts,  philosophical  treatises,  and 

poetry. They also developed a unique system of writing 

called Hangul, which is still used in Korea today.
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The various ancient kingdoms of Korea left behind a 

legacy of cultural treasures that continue to inspire and 

fascinate people today. From the majestic fortresses of 

Goguryeo  to  the  elegant  temples  of  Silla,  from  the 

refined ceramics of Baekje to the exquisite paintings of 

Goryeo, the splendor of ancient Korea is a testament to 

the creativity and ingenuity of the Korean people.
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Chapter 1: The Heart of Olden Korea

2. Glimmering Treasures of the Past

In the heart of Korea, amidst the ebb and flow of time, 

lie  glimmering  treasures  that  speak  of  a  rich  and 

storied past.  These tangible remnants of  bygone eras 

offer  a  glimpse  into  the  artistry,  ingenuity,  and 

resilience of the Korean people. From ancient artifacts 

to architectural marvels, each treasure tells a tale of a 

civilization that has endured and thrived for centuries.

One  such  treasure  is  the  Gyeongju  Historic  Areas,  a 

UNESCO  World  Heritage  Site  that  encompasses  the 

ruins of the Silla Kingdom, one of the Three Kingdoms 

of  Korea.  Here,  visitors  can  marvel  at  the  Bulguksa 

Temple,  a  masterpiece  of  Buddhist  architecture 

renowned  for  its  intricate  carvings  and  serene 

atmosphere.  The Seokguram Grotto,  another UNESCO 

World Heritage Site, is an artificial cave adorned with 

11



exquisite  Buddha sculptures,  a  testament  to  the  Silla 

people's deep devotion to Buddhism.

Beyond Gyeongju, Korea's cultural heritage shines in its 

many museums and galleries. The National Museum of 

Korea  in  Seoul  houses  an  extensive  collection  of 

artifacts spanning millennia, from prehistoric pottery 

to  Joseon  Dynasty  paintings.  The  War  Memorial  of 

Korea pays  tribute  to  the  sacrifices  made by Korean 

soldiers  throughout  history.  And  the  DMZ  Museum 

preserves  the memory of  the Korean War,  a  conflict 

that divided the nation and left a lasting impact on its 

people.

Korea's  architectural  heritage  is  equally  impressive. 

Palaces, temples, and fortresses dot the landscape, each 

with its unique story to tell. The Gyeongbokgung Palace 

in Seoul, once the main palace of the Joseon Dynasty, is 

a  sprawling  complex  of  grand  halls,  pavilions,  and 

gardens. The Changdeokgung Palace, another UNESCO 

World Heritage Site, is known for its harmonious blend 
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of nature and architecture. And the Hwaseong Fortress 

in  Suwon,  a  UNESCO  World  Heritage  Site,  is  a 

testament  to  the  engineering  prowess  of  the  Joseon 

people.

The treasures of Korea's past extend beyond physical 

artifacts  and  monuments.  The  country's  intangible 

cultural heritage includes traditional music, dance, and 

cuisine, all of which have been passed down through 

generations. The pansori, a form of Korean storytelling 

through  song,  is  a  UNESCO  Intangible  Cultural 

Heritage,  captivating  audiences  with  its  powerful 

vocals  and  poignant  narratives.  The  talchum,  a 

traditional masked dance, blends satire and humor to 

convey  social  and  political  messages.  And  Korean 

cuisine,  with  its  vibrant  flavors  and  diverse 

ingredients, has gained international acclaim in recent 

years.

These are but a few examples of the many treasures 

that  Korea  holds  dear.  They  are  a  testament  to  the 
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creativity, resilience, and enduring spirit of the Korean 

people. As we delve deeper into the history and culture 

of  Korea,  we  will  uncover  even  more  wonders  that 

await discovery.
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Chapter 1: The Heart of Olden Korea

3. Echoes of Legendary Rulers

From the mists of time, the names of legendary rulers 

echo through the annals of Korean history, their stories 

woven into  the  fabric  of  the  nation's  identity.  These 

monarchs, both real and mythical, embody the virtues 

and  aspirations  of  the  Korean  people,  inspiring 

generations with their wisdom, valor, and unwavering 

devotion to their kingdom.

One of the most revered legendary rulers is Dangun, 

the  founder  of  the  first  Korean  kingdom,  Gojoseon. 

According  to  legend,  Dangun  descended  from  the 

heavens  to  unify  the  scattered  tribes  of  the  Korean 

Peninsula  and  establish  a  just  and  prosperous 

kingdom.  His  reign  is  said  to  have  been  marked  by 

peace, harmony, and abundance, setting the stage for 

Korea's future greatness.
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Another legendary figure is King Sejong the Great, the 

fourth  ruler  of  the  Joseon  Dynasty.  King  Sejong  is 

renowned for his many contributions to Korean culture 

and  society,  including  the  invention  of  the  Korean 

alphabet,  Hangul.  This  revolutionary  script  made  it 

possible  for  ordinary  Koreans  to  read  and  write, 

democratizing education and knowledge. King Sejong's 

reign was also a time of  great  cultural  and scientific 

flourishing, with advances in astronomy, mathematics, 

and medicine.

Queen Seondeok of the Silla Kingdom is remembered 

as a wise and compassionate ruler who expanded the 

kingdom's  territory  and  ushered  in  a  golden  age  of 

culture and prosperity. Her reign was marked by the 

construction of magnificent temples, the flourishing of 

Buddhism,  and  the  development  of  a  sophisticated 

system of government. Queen Seondeok's legacy is one 

of peace, prosperity, and cultural achievement.
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These legendary rulers represent just a glimpse of the 

rich tapestry of Korean history. Their stories remind us 

of  the  enduring  spirit  of  the  Korean  people,  their 

resilience  in  the  face  of  adversity,  and  their 

unwavering  commitment  to  building  a  better  future. 

They  are  symbols  of  hope,  inspiration,  and  national 

pride, reminding Koreans of their glorious past and the 

greatness that lies ahead.

The  echoes  of  these  legendary  rulers  continue  to 

resonate in modern Korea, shaping the nation's values, 

aspirations,  and sense of  identity.  They serve as role 

models for leaders and citizens alike, inspiring them to 

strive for excellence, to serve their community, and to 

make a lasting contribution to their nation. The legacy 

of these legendary rulers is  a living testament to the 

enduring power of history and the stories that shape a 

people's destiny.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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