
The Soviet Armored Colossus

Introduction

The Soviet Union played a pivotal role in World War II, 

and its  armored forces were a  key component  of  its 

military  might.  Soviet  tanks  were  instrumental  in 

defeating  the  German  Wehrmacht,  and  their  legacy 

continues to shape modern warfare.

This book tells the story of the Soviet tank force, from 

its humble beginnings in the early 20th century to its 

emergence as a world power during World War II. It 

examines the development of Soviet tank doctrine, the 

design and production of Soviet tanks, and the training 

and tactics of Soviet tank crews. It also profiles some of 

the  most  famous  Soviet  tank  aces,  such  as  Dmitry 

Lavrinenko and Zinoviy Kolobanov.
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The Soviet tank force was a formidable opponent, and 

its contribution to the Allied victory in World War II 

cannot be overstated. Soviet tanks were instrumental 

in breaking the back of the German army at Stalingrad 

and Kursk, and they played a key role in the liberation 

of Eastern Europe.

In the aftermath of World War II, the Soviet tank force 

continued to grow in size and sophistication. It became 

a  key  component  of  the  Soviet  Union's  Cold  War 

military strategy, and it was used to suppress uprisings 

in Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and Afghanistan.

After  the  collapse  of  the  Soviet  Union  in  1991,  the 

Soviet  tank  force  was  divided  among  the  newly 

independent states. Some of these states, such as Russia 

and  Ukraine,  continue  to  operate  large  tank  forces 

today.

The  Soviet  tank  force  is  a  fascinating  and  complex 

subject,  and  this  book  provides  a  comprehensive 

overview of its history, organization, and tactics. It is 
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essential  reading  for  anyone  interested  in  military 

history or the history of the Soviet Union.
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Book Description

The Soviet Union played a pivotal role in World War II, 

and its  armored forces were a  key component  of  its 

military  might.  Soviet  tanks  were  instrumental  in 

defeating  the  German  Wehrmacht,  and  their  legacy 

continues to shape modern warfare.

This book tells the story of the Soviet tank force, from 

its humble beginnings in the early 20th century to its 

emergence as a world power during World War II. It 

examines the development of Soviet tank doctrine, the 

design and production of Soviet tanks, and the training 

and tactics of Soviet tank crews. It also profiles some of 

the  most  famous  Soviet  tank  aces,  such  as  Dmitry 

Lavrinenko and Zinoviy Kolobanov.

The Soviet tank force was a formidable opponent, and 

its contribution to the Allied victory in World War II 

cannot be overstated. Soviet tanks were instrumental 

in breaking the back of the German army at Stalingrad 
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and Kursk, and they played a key role in the liberation 

of Eastern Europe.

In the aftermath of World War II, the Soviet tank force 

continued to grow in size and sophistication. It became 

a  key  component  of  the  Soviet  Union's  Cold  War 

military strategy, and it was used to suppress uprisings 

in Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and Afghanistan.

After  the  collapse  of  the  Soviet  Union  in  1991,  the 

Soviet  tank  force  was  divided  among  the  newly 

independent states. Some of these states, such as Russia 

and  Ukraine,  continue  to  operate  large  tank  forces 

today.

The  Soviet  Armored  Colossus is  a  comprehensive 

overview of the history, organization, and tactics of the 

Soviet  tank  force.  It  is  essential  reading  for  anyone 

interested  in  military  history  or  the  history  of  the 

Soviet Union. 
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Chapter 1: The Birth of the Soviet Tank 

Force

Soviet  Military  Doctrine  and  the  Role  of 

Tanks

The Soviet Union emerged from the Russian Civil War 

in  1921  with  a  new  political  ideology,  a  new 

government,  and  a  new  military  doctrine.  The  new 

doctrine,  known  as  the  Deep  Battle  Doctrine, 

emphasized the  use  of  combined arms operations  to 

achieve  decisive  victory.  Tanks  were  seen  as  a  key 

component  of  this  doctrine,  and  the  Soviet  military 

began to develop and produce tanks in large numbers.

The Soviet Union's military doctrine was influenced by 

the  writings  of  military  theorists  such  as  Alexander 

Svechin  and  Vladimir  Triandafillov.  Svechin  argued 

that future wars would be fought over large distances 

and  that  mobility  would  be  essential  for  victory. 

Triandafillov  developed  the  concept  of  the  "deep 
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battle,"  which  called  for  the  use  of  tanks  and  other 

mobile forces to penetrate deep into the enemy's rear 

areas  and  disrupt  their  supply  lines  and 

communications.

The Soviet military's focus on tanks was also influenced 

by the experience of the First World War. The war had 

shown  that  tanks  could  be  used  to  break  through 

enemy  lines  and  exploit  breakthroughs.  The  Soviets 

believed that tanks could be used to achieve the same 

results in a future war.

As a result of these factors,  the Soviet Union became 

one of  the world's  leading producers  of  tanks in the 

1930s.  By  the  outbreak  of  World  War  II,  the  Soviet 

Union had the largest tank force in the world.

The Soviet Union's emphasis on tanks paid off during 

World  War  II.  Soviet  tanks  played a  key  role  in  the 

defeat of the German Wehrmacht, and the Soviet tank 

force  emerged  from  the  war  as  one  of  the  most 

powerful in the world.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of the Soviet Tank 

Force

Early Soviet Tank Development

The early development of Soviet tanks was a complex 

and challenging process, marked by both successes and 

failures. In the aftermath of the Russian Civil War, the 

Soviet  Union  found itself  with  a  small  and  outdated 

tank  force.  The  few  tanks  that  were  available  were 

mostly foreign-made, and they were ill-suited for the 

harsh conditions of the Eastern Front.

In  order  to  address  this  problem,  the  Soviet 

government embarked on a massive program of tank 

development.  This  program  was  spearheaded  by  a 

group  of  talented  engineers,  led  by  Mikhail 

Tukhachevsky.  Tukhachevsky was a brilliant military 

strategist  who  had  a  deep  understanding  of  the 

potential of armored warfare. He was convinced that 

tanks would play a decisive role in future wars, and he 
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was determined to create a tank force that was second 

to none.

Under  Tukhachevsky's  leadership,  the  Soviet  Union 

developed a number of innovative tank designs. These 

tanks  were  characterized  by  their  ruggedness, 

simplicity,  and  firepower.  They  were  also  relatively 

easy to produce, which was essential for a country that 

was still struggling to recover from the devastation of 

the Civil War.

One of the most important early Soviet tanks was the T-

26. The T-26 was a light tank that was armed with a 

45mm  gun  and  two  machine  guns.  It  was  fast  and 

maneuverable, and it was well-suited for both offensive 

and defensive  operations.  The  T-26  was  produced in 

large numbers,  and it  served as the backbone of  the 

Soviet tank force during the early years of World War 

II.

Another important early Soviet tank was the BT-7. The 

BT-7 was a fast tank that was armed with a 45mm gun 
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and two machine guns.  It  was  also  equipped with  a 

Christie  suspension,  which  gave  it  excellent  cross-

country mobility. The BT-7 was used extensively by the 

Soviet cavalry, and it played a major role in the Soviet 

victory at the Battle of Khalkhin Gol in 1939.

The early development of  Soviet  tanks was a  critical 

period in the history of the Soviet military. The tanks 

that were developed during this time would go on to 

play a vital role in the Soviet victory in World War II.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of the Soviet Tank 

Force

The First Soviet Tanks

After its victory in the Russian Civil War, the Bolshevik 

leadership  recognized  that  the  country  was  woefully 

behind in terms of military technology. In particular, 

the Red Army lacked modern tanks.

The first Soviet tanks were based on foreign designs, 

such  as  the  British  Mark  V  and  the  French  FT-17. 

However,  these  tanks  were  not  well-suited  for  the 

conditions in Russia, and they were often unreliable.

In  the  mid-1920s,  the  Soviet  government  began  to 

develop its own tank designs. The first of these tanks 

was  the  T-18,  which  was  a  light  tank  based  on  the 

chassis of the Ford Model A. The T-18 was produced in 

small  numbers  and  was  used  in  combat  during  the 

Spanish Civil War.
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The next Soviet tank design was the T-26, which was a 

more powerful and maneuverable light tank than the 

T-18. The T-26 was produced in large numbers and was 

used by the Red Army throughout World War II.

The most famous Soviet tank of World War II was the 

T-34. The T-34 was a medium tank that was designed to 

be simple and easy to produce. It was also very reliable 

and easy to maintain, even in the harsh conditions of 

the Eastern Front.

The T-34 was armed with a powerful 76mm gun and 

had excellent  armor protection.  It  was also very fast 

and  maneuverable.  The  T-34  was  a  match  for  any 

German tank in combat, and it played a major role in 

the Red Army's victory in World War II.

By  the  end  of  World  War  II,  the  Soviet  Union  had 

developed a wide range of tanks, from light tanks like 

the T-26 to heavy tanks like the IS-2. The Soviet tank 

force  was  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  effective 

armored forces in the world.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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