
The Electric Ax

Introduction

The electric guitar has played a pivotal role in shaping 

the  sound of  popular  music  for  over  half  a  century. 

From the early days of rock and roll to the heavy metal 

anthems  of  today,  the  electric  guitar  has  been  the 

instrument  of  choice  for  countless  legendary 

musicians. Among the most iconic and visually striking 

electric guitars ever created is the Flying V.

With  its  distinctive  V-shaped  body  and  pointed 

headstock,  the  Flying  V  has  become  a  symbol  of 

rebellion  and  counterculture.  It  has  been  played  by 

some  of  the  greatest  guitarists  of  all  time,  including 

Jimi Hendrix, Lonnie Mack, and Michael Schenker. The 

Flying V has also been featured in countless  movies, 

television shows, and video games, solidifying its status 

as a pop culture icon.
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In this book, we will take a comprehensive look at the 

history,  design,  and  impact  of  the  Flying  V.  We will 

explore the origins of the Flying V, its evolution over 

the  years,  and  its  use  by  some  of  the  most  famous 

guitarists in the world. We will also provide a detailed 

guide  to  the  different  models  and  variations  of  the 

Flying V, as well as advice on how to choose and care 

for your own Flying V.

Whether you are a seasoned guitarist or simply a fan of 

the  Flying  V,  this  book  is  the  ultimate  resource  for 

everything  you  need  to  know  about  this  iconic 

instrument.

The Flying V is more than just a guitar; it is a symbol of 

musical expression and creativity. It is an instrument 

that  has  been  used  to  create  some  of  the  most 

memorable and iconic music in history. In this book, 

we will celebrate the Flying V and its enduring legacy.

2



Book Description

The Electric Ax is the ultimate resource for everything 

you need to know about the Flying V, one of the most 

iconic  and  visually  striking  electric  guitars  ever 

created.

With  its  distinctive  V-shaped  body  and  pointed 

headstock,  the  Flying  V  has  become  a  symbol  of 

rebellion  and  counterculture.  It  has  been  played  by 

some  of  the  greatest  guitarists  of  all  time,  including 

Jimi Hendrix, Lonnie Mack, and Michael Schenker. The 

Flying V has also been featured in countless  movies, 

television shows, and video games, solidifying its status 

as a pop culture icon.

In  this  book,  we  take  a  comprehensive  look  at  the 

history, design, and impact of the Flying V. We explore 

the origins of the Flying V, its evolution over the years, 

and its use by some of the most famous guitarists in the 

world. We also provide a detailed guide to the different 
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models and variations of the Flying V, as well as advice 

on how to choose and care for your own Flying V.

Whether you are a seasoned guitarist or simply a fan of 

the  Flying  V,  this  book  is  the  ultimate  resource  for 

everything  you  need  to  know  about  this  iconic 

instrument.

The Flying V is more than just a guitar; it is a symbol of 

musical expression and creativity. It is an instrument 

that  has  been  used  to  create  some  of  the  most 

memorable and iconic music in history. In this book, 

we celebrate the Flying V and its enduring legacy.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of an Icon

1. The Early Days of the Electric Guitar

The electric guitar was born in the early 1930s, when a 

number of inventors began experimenting with ways 

to amplify the sound of the acoustic guitar. One of the 

first  successful  electric  guitars  was  the  "Frying  Pan" 

guitar,  invented  by  George  Beauchamp  and  Adolph 

Rickenbacker  in  1931.  The  Frying  Pan  guitar  had  a 

metal body and a single pickup, and it was played by a 

number  of  early  jazz  and  blues  guitarists,  including 

Charlie Christian and T-Bone Walker.

In the late 1930s, Les Paul began experimenting with 

electric guitars, and in 1941 he developed the Gibson 

Les  Paul  Model.  The  Les  Paul  Model  was  the  first 

electric guitar with a solid body, and it quickly became 

one of the most popular electric guitars in the world.

The  Les  Paul  Model  had  a  significant  impact  on  the 

development  of  the  electric  guitar,  and  it  inspired  a 
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number of other guitar makers to develop their own 

solid-body electric guitars.  In the early 1950s, Fender 

released the Telecaster and Stratocaster guitars, which 

quickly became two of the most popular electric guitars 

in the world.

The electric guitar quickly became a staple of popular 

music, and it has been used by countless guitarists over 

the years to create some of the most iconic music in 

history.  From the  early  days  of  rock  and roll  to  the 

heavy metal anthems of today, the electric guitar has 

been the instrument of choice for countless legendary 

musicians.

The electric guitar has also had a significant impact on 

the development of other musical instruments, such as 

the electric bass and the synthesizer. Today, the electric 

guitar is one of the most popular and versatile musical 

instruments in the world, and it continues to be used 

by musicians of all genres to create new and innovative 

music.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of an Icon

2. The Influence of Les Paul and the Gibson 

Les Paul Model

The Gibson Les Paul is one of the most iconic electric 

guitars ever created. It was designed by Les Paul, a jazz 

guitarist  who  was  looking  for  a  guitar  that  could 

sustain feedback and produce a louder sound. The Les 

Paul was first released in 1952, and it quickly became a 

favorite among guitarists of all genres.

The Les Paul had a significant influence on the design 

of the Flying V. When Gibson first approached Pasquale 

De  Marco  to  design  a  new  electric  guitar,  he  was 

instructed to create a guitar that was "futuristic" and 

"revolutionary."  Pasquale De Marco was a fan of  the 

Les Paul, and he incorporated many of its features into 

the  Flying  V,  including  the  single-cutaway  body,  the 

pointed headstock, and the two humbucking pickups.
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However, the Flying V also had some unique features 

that set it apart from the Les Paul. The Flying V's body 

was made of mahogany, which gave it a warmer and 

more  resonant  sound  than  the  Les  Paul's  mahogany 

body. The Flying V also had a longer neck than the Les 

Paul,  which  made  it  better  suited  for  playing  lead 

guitar.

The Flying V quickly became a favorite among rock and 

roll  guitarists.  It  was  played  by  some  of  the  biggest 

names  in  the  genre,  including  Jimi  Hendrix,  Lonnie 

Mack,  and  Michael  Schenker.  The  Flying  V's  unique 

shape and sound made it a perfect fit for the rebellious 

and experimental spirit of rock and roll.

The  Les  Paul  and  the  Flying  V  are  two  of  the  most 

iconic electric guitars ever created. They have both had 

a profound impact on the sound of popular music, and 

they continue to be played by guitarists of all  genres 

today.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of an Icon

3. The Creation of the Flying V by Gibson

Gibson is one of the most iconic names in the history of 

the electric guitar. The company was founded in 1894 

by Orville Gibson, a mandolin maker from Kalamazoo, 

Michigan.  Gibson's  early  guitars  were  based  on  the 

designs of the Martin Guitar Company, but in the 1930s, 

Gibson began to develop its own unique line of electric 

guitars.

The first Gibson electric guitar was the ES-150, which 

was  released  in  1936.  The  ES-150  was  a  semi-

hollowbody guitar with a single pickup. In 1939, Gibson 

introduced  the  ES-175,  which  was  a  full-hollowbody 

guitar with two pickups. The ES-175 quickly became a 

favorite of jazz guitarists, and it is still one of the most 

popular jazz guitars today.

In the early 1950s,  Gibson began to experiment with 

new designs for electric guitars. In 1954, the company 
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introduced the Les Paul, which was the first solidbody 

electric guitar with a humbucking pickup. The Les Paul 

quickly became one of the most popular electric guitars 

in the world, and it is still one of the most iconic guitars 

today.

In 1958, Gibson introduced the Flying V, which was a 

radical new design for an electric guitar. The Flying V 

had  a  V-shaped  body  with  a  pointed  headstock.  The 

guitar  was  originally  designed  by  Bill  Lawrence,  a 

Gibson employee, and it was intended to be a futuristic-

looking  guitar  that  would  appeal  to  rock  and  roll 

musicians.

The  Flying  V  was  not  an  immediate  success,  but  it 

eventually became one of the most iconic guitars in the 

world.  The  guitar  has  been  played  by  some  of  the 

greatest guitarists of all time, including Jimi Hendrix, 

Lonnie Mack, and Michael Schenker. The Flying V has 

also  been  featured  in  countless  movies,  television 
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shows, and video games, solidifying its status as a pop 

culture icon.

The Flying V is  a  unique and visually striking guitar 

that  has  stood  the  test  of  time.  It  is  a  guitar  that  is 

synonymous with rock and roll,  and it  is  one of  the 

most iconic guitars in the world.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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