
Shadow of a Lost King

Introduction

The  kingdom  of  Gwynedd  stands  tall  and  proud,  a 

beacon of hope and prosperity in a world of darkness 

and  uncertainty.  Yet,  beneath  the  surface  of  this 

seemingly idyllic realm, there lies a hidden history, a 

tale of treachery, betrayal, and the indomitable spirit of 

a lost king.

In the annals of Gwynedd's history, there is a legend 

whispered in the shadows, a story of a prince stolen 

from his rightful throne, a prince whose disappearance 

plunged the kingdom into chaos and despair. He was 

Prince Emyr, the beloved heir to the throne, snatched 

from his crib in the dead of night, his fate unknown.

The  king,  Maelgwyn  the  Wise,  launched  a  desperate 

search for his missing son, sending his loyal knights to 
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every  corner  of  the  realm.  But  despite  their  tireless 

efforts, no trace of the prince could be found. As the 

years  turned  into  decades,  hope  dwindled,  and  the 

kingdom was left to mourn the loss of its future ruler.

Yet, even in the darkest of times, there were those who 

clung to  the  belief  that  Prince  Emyr still  lived.  They 

whispered  of  a  prophecy,  an  ancient  foretelling  that 

spoke of the prince's return, a return that would herald 

a new era of peace and prosperity for Gwynedd.

As  the years  passed,  the kingdom of  Gwynedd faced 

numerous  challenges,  from  within  and  without. 

Ambitious nobles  plotted to  seize the throne,  foreign 

invaders  threatened  the  realm's  borders,  and  the 

people suffered under the weight of heavy taxes and 

oppressive laws. The kingdom yearned for a leader, a 

savior who would restore order and justice to the land.

And so, in the midst of turmoil and despair, the legend 

of the lost king endured, a beacon of hope in the hearts 

of  Gwynedd's  people.  They  prayed  for  his  return, 
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believing that he alone could heal the wounds of the 

kingdom and lead them into a brighter future.
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Book Description

Journey to the heart of Gwynedd, a kingdom steeped in 

ancient legends and hidden truths, where the fate of a 

lost king holds the key to its redemption.

In the annals of Gwynedd's history, there is a tale that 

has been whispered for centuries, a story of a prince 

stolen  from  his  rightful  throne,  a  prince  whose 

disappearance  plunged  the  kingdom  into  chaos  and 

despair.  He  was  Prince  Emyr,  the  beloved  heir, 

snatched from his  crib in the dead of  night,  his  fate 

unknown.

The  king,  Maelgwyn  the  Wise,  launched  a  desperate 

search for his missing son, sending his loyal knights to 

every  corner  of  the  realm.  Yet,  despite  their  tireless 

efforts, no trace of the prince could be found. As the 

years  turned  into  decades,  hope  dwindled,  and  the 

kingdom was left to mourn the loss of its future ruler.
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Now, as the kingdom faces new threats and challenges, 

the legend of the lost king resurfaces, a beacon of hope 

in the hearts of Gwynedd's people. Prophecies foretell 

his return, a return that will herald a new era of peace 

and prosperity for the realm.

Follow the quest to uncover the truth behind the lost 

king's  disappearance,  a  quest  that  will  take  you 

through  treacherous  forests,  ancient  ruins,  and  the 

shadowy  corners  of  Gwynedd's  history.  Unravel  the 

secrets  of  a  forgotten prophecy,  encounter  enigmatic 

characters with their own hidden agendas, and witness 

the rise of a hero destined to fulfill a legendary destiny.

In  this  captivating  exploration  of  Gwynedd's  rich 

history and culture, you will discover the resilience of a 

kingdom, the power of hope in the face of adversity, 

and the enduring legacy of  a  lost  king who may yet 

return to save his people.
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Chapter 1: The Lost Heir

The disappearance of Prince Emyr

In  the  heart  of  the  royal  palace,  under  the  watchful 

eyes of devoted guards, Prince Emyr lay sleeping in his 

cradle.  His  tiny  chest  rose  and  fell  gently  with  each 

breath, his face serene and peaceful. The night was still 

and  quiet,  save  for  the  occasional  crackling  of  the 

fireplace and the soft footsteps of the guards patrolling 

the corridors.

Suddenly, a piercing scream shattered the tranquility 

of the night. The guards rushed into the nursery, their 

hearts  pounding  with  fear  and  trepidation.  To  their 

horror,  they  found  the  cradle  empty,  the  prince 

vanished without a trace. The room was devoid of any 

sign of  struggle or forced entry,  as  if  the prince had 

simply disappeared into thin air.

King Maelgwyn, upon hearing the news, was filled with 

despair  and  disbelief.  He  immediately  ordered  a 
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thorough  search  of  the  palace  and  the  surrounding 

grounds, leaving no stone unturned. Messengers were 

dispatched to every corner of the kingdom, spreading 

the word of the prince's disappearance and offering a 

handsome reward for his safe return.

Days turned into weeks, and weeks turned into months, 

but  no  trace  of  Prince  Emyr  could  be  found.  The 

kingdom  was  gripped  by  a  sense  of  foreboding  and 

uncertainty.  Rumors  and  speculations  ran  rampant, 

fueling the people's fear and anxiety. Some whispered 

of  a  dark  conspiracy,  while  others  spoke  of 

supernatural forces at play.

The king, consumed by grief and guilt,  retreated into 

his chambers, refusing to see anyone. The queen, Lady 

Isolde, took it upon herself to lead the search for her 

beloved son. She tirelessly traveled the realm, visiting 

villages and towns, seeking any information that could 

shed light on the prince's whereabouts.
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But  despite  all  their  efforts,  the  prince  remained 

missing. The kingdom of Gwynedd was left in a state of 

limbo, its people yearning for the day when their lost 

heir would be returned to them, when the shadow of 

despair would finally lift from their hearts.
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Chapter 1: The Lost Heir

The search for the missing prince

King  Maelgwyn's  heart  was  filled  with  anguish  and 

despair  as  he paced the grand hall  of  his  castle.  His 

beloved  son,  Prince  Emyr,  had  vanished  without  a 

trace, leaving a void in the kingdom that no one could 

fill. Determined to find his heir, the king summoned his 

most trusted knights and advisors.

"Leave no stone unturned," he commanded. "Scour the 

kingdom,  search  every  nook  and  cranny,  until  you 

bring me back my son."

And  so,  the  search  began.  Knights  clad  in  shining 

armor  rode  forth  from  the  castle  gates,  their  hearts 

filled with both hope and trepidation. They traveled far 

and wide, visiting villages, towns, and remote hamlets, 

questioning  anyone  who  might  have  seen  or  heard 

anything about the missing prince.
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Rumors  and  whispers  followed  the  knights  like  a 

shadow.  Some spoke  of  a  dark  figure  lurking  in  the 

forests, a creature that snatched children in the night. 

Others  told  tales  of  a  hidden  underground  kingdom 

where the prince was being held captive. But despite 

their tireless efforts, the knights could find no trace of 

Prince Emyr.

As  the  days  turned  into  weeks  and  the  weeks  into 

months, hope began to dwindle. The kingdom fell into a 

state of mourning, and the people whispered of a dark 

prophecy that foretold the doom of Gwynedd without 

its rightful heir.

Yet, even in the darkest of times, there were those who 

refused to give up. A group of loyalists, led by the king's 

most trusted advisor, Sir Cadfael, embarked on a secret 

mission  to  uncover  the  truth  behind  the  prince's 

disappearance.  They traveled in disguise,  seeking out 

hidden clues and interrogating potential witnesses.
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Their  investigation led them to the remote village of 

Bryn Mawr, nestled deep in the mountains. There, they 

stumbled  upon  a  group  of  villagers  who  spoke  of  a 

strange encounter they had witnessed on the night of 

the  prince's  disappearance.  They  told  of  a  cloaked 

figure carrying a  bundle towards the old abandoned 

mine on the outskirts of the village.

With renewed hope,  Sir  Cadfael  and his  companions 

made their way to the mine, their hearts pounding with 

anticipation.  Inside,  they  found  a  hidden  chamber 

filled with stolen treasures and a single, solitary clue: a 

piece of the prince's clothing.

The discovery of the prince's clothing ignited a spark of 

hope  in  the  hearts  of  the  loyalists.  They  knew  that 

Prince Emyr was still alive, and they vowed to find him, 

no matter the cost.
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Chapter 1: The Lost Heir

Rumors of a hidden kingdom

In  the  remote  corners  of  Gwynedd,  whispers  of  a 

hidden  kingdom  echoed  through  the  wind.  It  was  a 

realm  shrouded  in  mystery,  a  place  where  ancient 

secrets were said to be guarded, and lost treasures lay 

untouched.  The  mere  mention  of  its  existence  sent 

shivers down the spines of those who dared to speak of 

it.

Legends spoke of a forgotten dynasty that once ruled 

over  this  hidden  kingdom,  a  lineage  of  wise  and 

powerful monarchs who possessed knowledge beyond 

the  comprehension  of  ordinary  mortals.  They  were 

said to have mastered the arts of magic and alchemy, 

capable  of  bending  the  elements  to  their  will  and 

communing with spirits of the unseen world.

Some  believed  that  the  hidden  kingdom  was  a 

sanctuary, a place where the remnants of the old order 
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had retreated after being overthrown by the current 

ruling dynasty. Others whispered that it was a prison, a 

place  where  the  enemies  of  the  kingdom  were 

banished and sealed away forever.

There were those who claimed to have stumbled upon 

the  hidden  kingdom  by  accident,  only  to  be  turned 

away by invisible guardians or to find themselves lost 

in  a  labyrinth  of  winding  tunnels  and  hidden 

chambers. Some spoke of seeing strange creatures and 

hearing unearthly music emanating from the depths of 

the forest.

The  existence  of  the  hidden  kingdom  remained  a 

mystery,  a  tantalizing  enigma  that  captivated  the 

imaginations  of  adventurers  and  scholars  alike. 

Expeditions were launched to find it, but all returned 

empty-handed, their members either perishing in the 

treacherous  wilderness  or  returning  with  tales  of 

encounters with supernatural forces.
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The hidden kingdom became a symbol of the unknown, 

a reminder that there were still secrets and wonders in 

the world that defied explanation. It was a place that 

haunted  the  dreams  of  those  who  sought  adventure 

and ignited the fires of curiosity in the hearts of those 

who dared to believe in the impossible.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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