
On Broadway: Songs from the Musical

Introduction

Broadway, the heart of New York City's theater district, 

is  a  magical  place  where  dreams  come  true.  Every 

night, thousands of people flock to Broadway theaters 

to experience the magic of live theater. They come to 

see the latest musicals, plays, and comedies, and to be 

transported to another world.

Broadway has a long and storied history, dating back to 

the early 19th century. Over the years, it has seen its 

share  of  ups  and downs,  but  it  has  always  emerged 

stronger. Today, Broadway is more popular than ever, 

and it continues to attract audiences from all over the 

world.

In this book, we will take a journey through the world 

of Broadway. We will explore the history of Broadway, 
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from its humble beginnings to its current status as a 

global entertainment powerhouse. We will meet some 

of  Broadway's  greatest  composers,  lyricists, 

performers,  and  designers.  And  we  will  learn  about 

some of Broadway's most iconic shows and songs.

Whether you are a lifelong fan of Broadway or you are 

just discovering it for the first time, this book is for you. 

So sit back, relax, and enjoy the show!

Broadway is a place where anything is possible. It is a 

place  where  dreams  come  true  and  where  the 

impossible becomes reality. It is a place where you can 

laugh, cry, and be transported to another world.

Broadway is a special place, and it has a special place 

in the hearts of millions of people around the world. It 

is  a  place  where  memories  are  made  and  where 

lifelong  friendships  are  formed.  It  is  a  place  where 

people come together to celebrate the human spirit.
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So  come  on  down  to  Broadway  and  experience  the 

magic for yourself. You won't be disappointed.
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Book Description

On Broadway: Songs from the Musical is the ultimate 

guide to Broadway, the heart of New York City's theater 

district.  This  comprehensive  book  covers  everything 

from the history of Broadway to its most iconic shows 

and songs.

In  On  Broadway:  Songs  from  the  Musical,  you  will 

learn about the people who have made Broadway what 

it is today, including composers, lyricists, performers, 

and designers. You will also learn about the different 

types  of  Broadway shows,  from musicals  to  plays  to 

comedies.

Whether you are a lifelong fan of Broadway or you are 

just  discovering  it  for  the  first  time,  On  Broadway: 

Songs from the Musical is the perfect book for you. This 

book is packed with information and insights that will 

help you appreciate Broadway even more.

In On Broadway: Songs from the Musical, you will find:
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 A comprehensive history of Broadway, from its 

humble  beginnings  to  its  current  status  as  a 

global entertainment powerhouse

 Profiles  of  some  of  Broadway's  greatest 

composers, lyricists, performers, and designers

 An  exploration  of  the  different  types  of 

Broadway  shows,  from  musicals  to  plays  to 

comedies

 A guide to some of Broadway's most iconic shows 

and songs

 Tips for getting tickets to Broadway shows

 And much more!

On Broadway: Songs from the Musical is the ultimate 

resource for anyone who loves Broadway. This book is 

a must-have for any fan of the theater.

So  come  on  down  to  Broadway  and  experience  the 

magic for yourself. And be sure to bring On Broadway: 

Songs from the Musical with you!
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Chapter 1: Overture

2. The History of Broadway Musicals

Broadway  musicals  have  a  long  and  storied  history, 

dating  back  to  the  early  19th  century.  The  first 

Broadway musical, The Black Crook, opened in 1866. It 

was  a  huge  success,  and  it  helped  to  launch  the 

American musical theater industry.

In  the  early  days,  Broadway  musicals  were  often 

adaptations  of  popular  plays  and  novels.  However, 

over time, original musicals began to emerge. Some of 

the  most  famous  early  Broadway  musicals  include 

Show Boat (1927), Oklahoma! (1943), and My Fair Lady 

(1956).

The  Golden  Age  of  Broadway  musicals  is  generally 

considered to have lasted from the 1940s to the 1960s. 

During this time, Broadway musicals were at the height 

of their popularity. Some of the most iconic Broadway 
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musicals from this era include West Side Story (1957), 

The Sound of Music (1959), and Hello, Dolly! (1964).

In the 1970s,  Broadway musicals  began to decline in 

popularity. This was due in part to the rise of television 

and  movies.  However,  Broadway  musicals  have 

continued to survive and thrive. In recent years, there 

has  been  a  resurgence  of  interest  in  Broadway 

musicals. Some of the most popular Broadway musicals 

of recent years include Wicked (2003), The Lion King 

(1997), and Hamilton (2015).

Today,  Broadway  musicals  are  a  major  part  of  the 

American theater scene. They are enjoyed by people of 

all ages and from all walks of life. Broadway musicals 

are a unique and special  form of  entertainment that 

can transport audiences to another world.

The Impact of Broadway Musicals

Broadway  musicals  have  had  a  profound  impact  on 

American culture. They have helped to shape American 
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values and beliefs.  They have also helped to create a 

sense  of  national  identity.  Broadway  musicals  have 

also  had a  significant  impact  on the  development  of 

American  popular  music.  Many  of  the  most  popular 

Broadway songs have become standards that are still 

sung today.

Broadway  musicals  are  a  vital  part  of  American 

culture.  They  are  a  source  of  entertainment, 

inspiration, and education. They are also a reminder of 

the power of live theater.

Conclusion

Broadway  musicals  have  a  long  and  storied  history. 

They have evolved over  time to  reflect  the changing 

tastes of audiences. However, one thing that has never 

changed  is  the  power  of  Broadway  musicals  to 

entertain and inspire.
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Chapter 1: Overture

2. The Elements of a Broadway Musical

Broadway musicals are a unique and beloved form of 

entertainment that combine music, dance, and theater. 

They tell stories through song, dance, and dialogue, and 

they often feature elaborate sets and costumes.

There  are  many  elements  that  go  into  making  a 

Broadway musical a success. These include:

 A strong story: The story is  the foundation of 

any  musical,  and  it  must  be  strong  enough  to 

keep  the  audience  engaged  from  beginning  to 

end.

 Memorable  music  and  lyrics: The  music  and 

lyrics are what make a musical memorable. They 

should be catchy and easy to sing along to, and 

they should help to tell the story.

 Talented  performers: The  performers  in  a 

musical are responsible for bringing the story to 
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life.  They must be able to sing,  dance,  and act, 

and they must have the charisma to connect with 

the audience.

 Impressive  sets  and  costumes: The  sets  and 

costumes  in  a  musical  help  to  create  the 

atmosphere and mood of the show. They should 

be visually appealing and help to transport the 

audience to the world of the musical.

 A  talented  creative  team: The  creative  team 

behind a musical is responsible for bringing all 

of the elements together. This team includes the 

director,  choreographer,  musical  director,  and 

set and costume designers.

When all of these elements come together, the result is 

a  Broadway musical  that  is  truly  magical.  Broadway 

musicals can transport audiences to another time and 

place, and they can make them laugh, cry, and think. 

They are a  powerful  form of  entertainment that  can 

touch the hearts and souls of people of all ages.
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Broadway musicals are a unique and beloved form of 

entertainment that have been enjoyed by audiences for 

centuries. They are a combination of music, dance, and 

theater  that  tells  stories  through  song,  dance,  and 

dialogue.  Broadway  musicals  often  feature  elaborate 

sets and costumes, and they are performed by talented 

actors, singers, and dancers.

There are many different types of Broadway musicals, 

from classic musicals like "The Phantom of the Opera" 

and "Cats"  to  more modern musicals  like  "Hamilton" 

and "The Book of Mormon." Broadway musicals can be 

funny, sad, thought-provoking, or simply entertaining. 

They can tell stories about love, loss, family, friendship, 

and more.

No matter what type of Broadway musical you enjoy, 

there is sure to be a show that will entertain you. So 

come on down to Broadway and experience the magic 

for yourself!
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Chapter 1: Overture

3. The Broadway Sound

The Broadway sound is a unique and distinctive sound 

that  is  instantly  recognizable  to  theatergoers  around 

the world. It is a sound that is both rich and complex, 

and it is created by a combination of factors, including 

the music, the lyrics, the orchestration, and the vocal 

performances.

The music of Broadway shows is typically written in a 

style that is both melodic and accessible. The songs are 

often  catchy  and  memorable,  and  they  are  often 

written with a strong emphasis on the vocal line. The 

lyrics  of  Broadway songs  are  often clever  and witty, 

and they often tell a story or convey a message.

The orchestration of Broadway shows is typically lush 

and full. The orchestras are often large, and they often 

feature  a  wide  variety  of  instruments,  including 

strings,  woodwinds,  brass,  and  percussion.  The 
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orchestration helps to create a rich and full sound that 

supports the vocal performances.

The  vocal  performances  in  Broadway  shows  are 

typically very strong. The singers are often Broadway 

veterans who have years of experience performing on 

stage. They are able to deliver powerful and emotional 

performances that bring the songs to life.

The  Broadway  sound  is  a  unique  and  special  sound 

that is loved by theatergoers around the world. It is a 

sound that is both rich and complex, and it is created 

by a combination of factors,  including the music,  the 

lyrics, the orchestration, and the vocal performances.

The Broadway sound has evolved over time, but it has 

always  retained  its  essential  character.  In  the  early 

days of Broadway, the music was often more operatic 

in  style.  However,  as  the  years  went  by,  the  music 

became  more  popular  and  accessible.  Today,  the 

Broadway  sound  is  a  unique  blend  of  classical  and 
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popular music, and it is a sound that is loved by people 

of all ages.

The Broadway sound is  a  sound that  is  synonymous 

with quality and entertainment. It is a sound that has 

been enjoyed by millions of people over the years, and 

it is a sound that will continue to be enjoyed for many 

years to come.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

15



Table of Contents

Chapter  1:  Overture 1.  The  History  of  Broadway 

Musicals 2. The Elements of a Broadway Musical 3. The 

Broadway  Sound  4.  The  Broadway  Audience  5.  The 

Broadway Experience

Chapter 2: The Golden Age of Broadway 1. The 1920s 

and 1930s:  The Rise  of  the  American Musical  2.  The 

1940s and 1950s: The Broadway Musical Comes of Age 

3.  The 1960s:  A New Era for Broadway 4.  The 1970s: 

The  Broadway  Musical  in  Decline  5.  The  1980s:  The 

Broadway Musical Revival

Chapter 3: The Contemporary Broadway Musical 1. 

The  1990s:  A  New  Golden  Age  for  Broadway  2.  The 

2000s: The Broadway Musical Today 3. The Broadway 

Musical  in  the  21st  Century  4.  The  Future  of  the 

Broadway Musical 5.  The Broadway Musical's  Impact 

on American Culture

16



Chapter  4:  Broadway's  Greatest  Composers 1. 

Stephen Sondheim 2.  Andrew Lloyd Webber  3.  Jerry 

Herman 4. Kander and Ebb 5. John Kander

Chapter  5:  Broadway's  Greatest  Lyricists 1.  Oscar 

Hammerstein  II  2.  Dorothy  Fields  3.  Ira  Gershwin 4. 

Sheldon Harnick 5. Edward Kleban

Chapter 6: Broadway's Greatest Performers 1. Ethel 

Merman  2.  Barbra  Streisand  3.  Carol  Channing  4. 

Bernadette Peters 5. Patti LuPone

Chapter  7:  Broadway's  Most  Iconic  Shows 1.  The 

Phantom  of  the  Opera  2.  Cats  3.  Les  Misérables  4. 

Chicago 5. Hamilton

Chapter  8:  Broadway's  Most  Memorable  Songs 1. 

"Some Enchanted Evening" 2. "I Could Have Danced All 

Night"  3.  "Somewhere"  4.  "Luck Be a  Lady"  5.  "Don't 

Rain on My Parade"

Chapter  9:  Broadway's  Most  Innovative 

Choreographers 1.  Jerome  Robbins  2.  Bob  Fosse  3. 

17



Michael  Bennett  4.  Susan  Stroman  5.  Christopher 

Wheeldon

Chapter 10: Broadway's Most Celebrated Designers 

1. Jo Mielziner 2. Boris Aronson 3. Tony Walton 4. Santo 

Loquasto 5. David Zinn 

18



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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