
The St. Augustine Inn

Introduction

The  St.  Augustine  Inn  stands  as  a  testament  to  the 

enduring  spirit  of  hospitality  and  the  allure  of  the 

unknown.  Nestled  in  the  heart  of  the  nation's  oldest 

city,  this  historic  landmark  has  welcomed  countless 

guests through its doors, each leaving behind their own 

unique  story.  Some  come  seeking  solace  and 

rejuvenation, while others yearn for a glimpse into the 

ethereal  realm.  Regardless  of  their  reasons,  all  who 

cross  the  threshold  of  the  St.  Augustine  Inn  find 

themselves captivated by its charm and mystique.

Within these pages, we embark on a journey through 

time,  exploring  the  rich  history  of  the  inn  and  the 

countless  lives  it  has  touched.  We  delve  into  the 

architectural  details  that make the inn so distinctive, 

from  its  grand  Victorian  facade  to  its  meticulously 
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manicured grounds. We uncover the legends and lore 

that  have swirled around the property for  centuries, 

tales  of  ghostly  apparitions  and  unexplained 

phenomena.

We meet the colorful characters who have graced the 

inn's  halls,  from  illustrious  figures  to  ordinary  folk, 

each with their own unique connection to this special 

place.  We  learn  about  the  dedicated  staff  who  have 

served  generations  of  guests,  ensuring  their  comfort 

and  creating  lasting  memories.  We  discover  the 

modern amenities and services that blend seamlessly 

with the inn's historic charm, catering to the needs of 

today's discerning traveler.

The St. Augustine Inn is more than just a hotel; it is a 

living  tapestry  woven  from  the  threads  of  human 

experience.  It  is  a  place where the past  and present 

intertwine, where the tangible and intangible collide. It 

is  a  place  where  dreams  are  born,  secrets  are 

whispered,  and  hearts  are  forever  changed.  As  we 

2



explore  the  St.  Augustine  Inn,  we  not  only  gain  a 

deeper appreciation for this iconic landmark but also a 

renewed  sense  of  wonder  and  awe  at  the  mysteries 

that surround us.
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Book Description

Welcome to the St. Augustine Inn, a historic landmark 

steeped  in  charm,  mystery,  and  timeless  elegance. 

Nestled  in  the  heart  of  the  nation's  oldest  city,  this 

iconic  inn has  borne witness  to  centuries  of  history, 

welcoming countless guests from all walks of life.

Within  these  pages,  you'll  embark  on  a  captivating 

journey through time, uncovering the rich tapestry of 

stories that have unfolded within the inn's walls. Delve 

into  the  architectural  details  that  make  the  St. 

Augustine Inn so distinctive, from its grand Victorian 

facade to its meticulously manicured grounds. Discover 

the  legends  and  lore  that  have  swirled  around  the 

property  for  generations,  tales  of  ghostly  apparitions 

and unexplained phenomena that  have captured the 

imagination of visitors for centuries.

Meet the colorful characters who have graced the inn's 

halls,  from  illustrious  figures  to  ordinary  folk,  each 
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with their own unique connection to this special place. 

Learn  about  the  dedicated  staff  who  have  served 

generations  of  guests,  ensuring  their  comfort  and 

creating  lasting  memories.  Explore  the  modern 

amenities and services that blend seamlessly with the 

inn's  historic  charm, catering to the needs of  today's 

discerning traveler.

But the St. Augustine Inn is more than just a hotel; it is 

a  living,  breathing  entity  that  transcends  the 

boundaries of time and space. It is a place where the 

past  and present  intertwine,  where  the  tangible  and 

intangible collide. It is a place where dreams are born, 

secrets are whispered, and hearts are forever changed.

As you delve into the St. Augustine Inn, you'll not only 

gain a deeper appreciation for this iconic landmark but 

also  a  renewed  sense  of  wonder  and  awe  at  the 

mysteries that surround us. Prepare to be captivated by 

the  stories,  legends,  and  lore  that  await  you  within 
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these pages,  and embark on a journey that  will  stay 

with you long after you've turned the final page.
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Chapter 1: The History of the Inn

The Founding of the Inn

In the heart of the nation's oldest city, where history 

and legend intertwine, stands the St. Augustine Inn, a 

beacon of hospitality and intrigue. Its story begins in 

the early 19th century, when a visionary entrepreneur 

named Elias Davenport arrived in St.  Augustine with 

dreams of  grandeur.  Davenport,  a  man of  boundless 

ambition  and  unwavering  determination,  saw  the 

potential in this quaint coastal town and envisioned a 

place where travelers from all walks of life could find 

respite and rejuvenation.

With  a  keen  eye  for  architecture  and  an  innate 

understanding  of  comfort,  Davenport  set  about 

constructing a grand inn that would surpass all others 

in the region. He spared no expense in acquiring the 

finest  materials  and  employing  the  most  skilled 

craftsmen. The result  was a masterpiece of  Victorian 
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elegance,  a  building  that  exuded  both  opulence  and 

warmth.

The St. Augustine Inn opened its doors in 1885 to much 

fanfare and acclaim. Davenport's  vision had come to 

life, and his inn quickly became the talk of the town. 

Guests  flocked  from  far  and  wide  to  experience  the 

impeccable  service,  luxurious  accommodations,  and 

delectable  cuisine  that  the  inn  had  to  offer.  The  St. 

Augustine Inn was more than just a place to stay; it was 

a  destination in  its  own right,  a  symbol  of  Southern 

hospitality and charm.

As the years went by, the inn continued to thrive and 

expand. Davenport added new wings and amenities to 

accommodate the growing number of guests.  He also 

cultivated  a  reputation  for  philanthropy  and  civic 

engagement, earning the respect and admiration of the 

local  community.  Under  his  stewardship,  the  St. 

Augustine  Inn  became  an  integral  part  of  the  city's 

social and cultural fabric.
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Chapter 1: The History of the Inn

The Early Years

In the early 1800s, the fledgling town of St. Augustine 

was a far cry from the bustling tourist destination it is 

today.  With  its  vibrant  mix  of  Spanish,  British,  and 

American  influences,  the  town exuded  a  charm that 

captivated visitors  and residents  alike.  It  was in  this 

vibrant  atmosphere  that  the  St.  Augustine  Inn  was 

born.

The  inn's  founder,  a  visionary  entrepreneur  named 

Bartholomew  J.  Davenport,  saw  the  potential  in  St. 

Augustine's growing popularity. He envisioned a place 

where travelers could find comfort, respite, and a taste 

of  the  town's  unique  character.  With  unwavering 

determination, he set about turning his dream into a 

reality.

In  1821,  Davenport  purchased  a  plot  of  land  on  the 

outskirts  of  town,  overlooking the tranquil  waters  of 

9



the  Matanzas  River.  He  spared  no  expense  in 

constructing a grand and imposing building, one that 

would  reflect  the  burgeoning  prosperity  of  St. 

Augustine. The inn's architectural style was a blend of 

classicism  and  Victorian  grandeur,  with  its 

whitewashed walls, wraparound porches, and intricate 

gingerbread trim.

The St. Augustine Inn opened its doors to its first guests 

in 1823. From the outset, it was a resounding success. 

Travelers from far and wide flocked to the inn, eager to 

experience its luxurious accommodations, impeccable 

service, and delectable cuisine. The inn quickly became 

a social hub, a place where locals and visitors mingled, 

exchanged stories, and forged lifelong connections.

In the early years, the inn played a pivotal role in the 

development  of  St.  Augustine.  It  hosted  countless 

events  and gatherings,  from political  rallies  to  social 

balls.  It  was  a  place  where  history  was  made  and 

where the town's leaders and visionaries came together 
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to shape its future. The inn's reputation for excellence 

spread  far  beyond  the  borders  of  Florida,  attracting 

guests from all corners of the United States and even 

from overseas.
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Chapter 1: The History of the Inn

The Victorian Era

The  Victorian  era  marked  a  time  of  significant 

transformation for the St. Augustine Inn, mirroring the 

dramatic changes that swept across the nation during 

this  period.  As  the  United  States  underwent  rapid 

industrialization  and  economic  growth,  the  inn 

adapted to the evolving needs and desires of its guests.

During  the  early  Victorian era,  the  inn expanded its 

capacity  to  accommodate  the  growing  number  of 

travelers visiting St. Augustine. New wings were added 

to the main building, and the grounds were landscaped 

with colorful gardens and winding paths. The inn also 

began to offer modern amenities such as gas lighting, 

indoor plumbing, and a telegraph office.

The Victorian era also witnessed a surge in tourism to 

St.  Augustine,  as  wealthy  northerners  flocked  to  the 

city  to  escape  the  harsh  winter  months.  The  St. 
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Augustine  Inn  quickly  became a  popular  destination 

for these well-heeled travelers, who were drawn to its 

elegant accommodations, fine dining, and proximity to 

the city's many attractions.

To cater to the tastes of its discerning guests, the inn 

underwent  a  series  of  renovations  and  upgrades 

during this time. The public spaces were redecorated in 

the  opulent  Victorian  style,  with  plush  furnishings, 

elaborate  chandeliers,  and  intricate  moldings.  The 

guest  rooms  were  also  modernized,  with  new 

furniture, wallpaper, and carpeting.

The Victorian era was also a time of great social and 

cultural change. The rise of the middle class led to an 

increased demand for leisure activities and travel. The 

St.  Augustine Inn became a popular venue for social 

gatherings, such as balls, banquets, and weddings. The 

inn also hosted a variety of cultural events, including 

concerts, plays, and lectures.
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The Victorian era was a time of prosperity and growth 

for  the  St.  Augustine  Inn.  The  inn's  reputation  for 

excellence spread far and wide, attracting guests from 

all corners of the country. As the 19th century drew to 

a close, the St. Augustine Inn stood as a symbol of the 

city's rich history and its enduring appeal as a premier 

destination for travelers.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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