
Glimpses of Greatness

Introduction

The Romantic poets were a group of English poets who 

wrote in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. They 

were  influenced  by  the  Romantic  movement,  which 

emphasized emotion,  imagination,  and individualism. 

Romantic poets often wrote about nature, love, and the 

human condition.

One of the most famous Romantic poets was William 

Wordsworth.  Wordsworth  was  born  in  1770  in  the 

Lake District  of  England.  He was a  nature lover and 

wrote  many  poems  about  the  beauty  of  the  natural 

world.  Wordsworth's  most  famous  poem  is  "Ode: 

Intimations of Immortality," which explores the themes 

of childhood, nature, and the human condition.
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Another  famous  Romantic  poet  was  Samuel  Taylor 

Coleridge.  Coleridge  was  born  in  1772  in  Ottery  St. 

Mary, England. He was a close friend of Wordsworth 

and shared his love of nature. Coleridge is best known 

for his poem "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner," which 

tells the story of a sailor who is cursed after he kills an 

albatross.

John  Keats  was  another  important  Romantic  poet. 

Keats was born in 1795 in London, England. He was a 

gifted  poet  who  wrote  many  beautiful  poems  about 

love, nature, and beauty. Keats's most famous poem is 

"Ode to a Nightingale," which explores the themes of 

love, nature, and the human condition.

Percy  Bysshe  Shelley  was  another  famous  Romantic 

poet. Shelley was born in 1792 in Field Place, England. 

He was a radical poet who wrote about political and 

social  issues.  Shelley  is  best  known  for  his  poem 

"Ozymandias,"  which  explores  the  themes  of  power, 

ambition, and the human condition.
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The Romantic  poets  were a  diverse  group of  writers 

who shared a common love of nature, imagination, and 

individualism. Their poetry continues to be read and 

enjoyed by people all over the world.

The Romantic poets had a profound influence on the 

development  of  English  literature.  They  helped  to 

break away from the strict rules and conventions of the 

Enlightenment and paved the way for the development 

of  modern  poetry.  The  Romantic  poets  are  still 

considered some of  the greatest  poets  in  the English 

language.
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Book Description

Glimpses of Greatness is a comprehensive guide to the 

Romantic poets, a group of English poets who wrote in 

the late 18th and early 19th centuries.  The Romantic 

poets  were  influenced  by  the  Romantic  movement, 

which  emphasized  emotion,  imagination,  and 

individualism.  They  often  wrote  about  nature,  love, 

and the human condition.

This  book  covers  the  lives  and  works  of  the  major 

Romantic  poets,  including  William  Wordsworth, 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge, John Keats, and Percy Bysshe 

Shelley.  It  also  explores  the  Romantic  movement  in 

general,  discussing  its  origins,  its  influences,  and  its 

impact on English literature.

Glimpses  of  Greatness  is  written  in  a  clear  and 

engaging  style,  and  it  is  packed  with  insights  and 

information.  It  is  the  perfect  introduction  to  the 
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Romantic  poets  for  students,  scholars,  and  general 

readers alike.

Key Features:

 Comprehensive coverage of the Romantic poets 

and the Romantic movement

 In-depth analysis of the major Romantic poems

 Clear and engaging writing style

 Packed with insights and information
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 Chapter 1: The Romantic Spirit

 The Rise of Romanticism

Romanticism was a literary and artistic movement that 

originated in Europe in the late 18th century. It was a 

reaction against the Enlightenment, which emphasized 

reason  and  logic.  Romanticism  emphasized  emotion, 

imagination, and individualism.

Romanticism was influenced by a number of factors, 

including  the  French  Revolution,  the  rise  of 

nationalism, and the Industrial Revolution. The French 

Revolution led to a questioning of traditional authority 

and  a  desire  for  freedom  and  equality.  The  rise  of 

nationalism led to a renewed interest  in folk culture 

and traditions. The Industrial Revolution led to a sense 

of alienation and a longing for a simpler way of life.

Romanticism was  characterized  by  a  number  of  key 

features, including:
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 Emphasis on emotion: Romantics believed that 

emotion was more important than reason. They 

celebrated  the  passions  and  expressed  their 

emotions freely in their art.

 Imagination: Romantics  believed  that  the 

imagination  was  a  powerful  force  that  could 

create  new worlds  and possibilities.  They used 

their  imaginations  to  create  fantastic  and 

visionary works of art.

 Individualism: Romantics  believed  that  the 

individual  was  unique  and  important.  They 

celebrated  the  individual's  experience  and 

perspective.

 Nature: Romantics loved nature and saw it as a 

source  of  inspiration  and  beauty.  They  often 

wrote about nature in their art.

Romanticism  had  a  profound  impact  on  English 

literature.  It  led  to  the  development  of  new  genres, 

such as the Gothic novel and the Romantic poem. It also 
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influenced  the  work  of  some  of  the  greatest  English 

poets,  such  as  William  Wordsworth,  Samuel  Taylor 

Coleridge, and John Keats.
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Chapter 1: The Romantic Spirit

Characteristics of Romantic Poetry

Romanticism was a literary movement that emerged in 

the  late  18th  century  as  a  reaction  to  the 

Enlightenment.  Romantic  poets  emphasized  emotion, 

imagination, and individualism, and they often wrote 

about nature, love, and the human condition.

Some  of  the  key  characteristics  of  Romantic  poetry 

include:

 Emotion: Romantic poets believed that emotion 

was  more  important  than  reason.  They  often 

wrote  about  their  own  personal  feelings  and 

experiences,  and  they  used  vivid  imagery  and 

figurative language to create a strong emotional 

impact on their readers.

 Imagination: Romantic  poets  believed  that 

imagination was a powerful force that could be 

used to create new and wonderful things. They 

9



often wrote about fantastical worlds and magical 

creatures,  and  they  used  their  imaginations  to 

explore the human condition.

 Individualism: Romantic  poets  believed  that 

each  individual  was  unique  and  special.  They 

often wrote  about  the  importance  of  following 

one's own heart and mind, and they celebrated 

the individual's right to be different.

Romantic poetry is often characterized by its use of:

 Nature: Romantic poets loved nature and often 

wrote about its beauty and power. They believed 

that nature could teach us about ourselves and 

our place in the world.

 Love: Romantic  poets  often  wrote  about  love, 

both its joys and its sorrows. They believed that 

love  was  one  of  the  most  powerful  forces  in 

human life.

 The  human  condition: Romantic  poets  were 

interested  in  exploring  the  human  condition. 

10



They  often  wrote  about  the  challenges  and 

triumphs of life, and they sought to understand 

the human heart.

Romantic poetry is a rich and varied body of work that 

has  had  a  profound  impact  on  English  literature. 

Romantic poets helped to break away from the strict 

rules and conventions of the Enlightenment and paved 

the way for the development of modern poetry.
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Chapter 1: The Romantic Spirit

The Influence of Nature on Romanticism

Nature  played  a  central  role  in  the  Romantic 

movement, inspiring poets to write some of their most 

famous and enduring works.  The Romantics believed 

that  nature  was  a  source  of  beauty,  wonder,  and 

inspiration.  They  saw  nature  as  a  reflection  of  the 

divine and as a source of spiritual renewal.

One of the most important ways that nature influenced 

Romantic  poetry  was  through  the  use  of  imagery. 

Romantic poets often used vivid and detailed imagery 

to  describe  the  natural  world,  creating  a  sense  of 

wonder and awe in the reader. For example, William 

Wordsworth's  poem  "Tintern  Abbey"  contains  many 

beautiful  descriptions  of  the  natural  scenery  of  the 

Wye Valley.

Another way that nature influenced Romantic poetry 

was  through  the  use  of  symbolism.  Romantic  poets 
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often  used  natural  objects  and  events  to  symbolize 

human  emotions  and  experiences.  For  example, 

Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge's  poem  "The  Rime  of  the 

Ancient Mariner" uses the albatross to symbolize the 

burden of guilt.

In  addition  to  imagery  and  symbolism,  nature  also 

influenced Romantic poetry through the use of themes. 

Romantic  poets  often  explored  themes  such  as  the 

beauty  of  nature,  the  power  of  nature,  and  the 

relationship  between  nature  and  humanity.  For 

example,  John  Keats's  poem  "Ode  to  a  Nightingale" 

explores  the  theme of  the  beauty  of  nature  and  the 

power of nature to inspire the imagination.

The  influence  of  nature  on  Romantic  poetry  is 

undeniable. Nature was a central source of inspiration 

for the Romantic poets, and their poetry reflects their 

deep love and appreciation of the natural world.

The  Romantic  poets'  love  of  nature  had  a  profound 

impact on English literature. It helped to break away 
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from  the  strict  rules  and  conventions  of  the 

Enlightenment and paved the way for the development 

of  modern  poetry.  The  Romantic  poets  are  still 

considered some of  the greatest  poets  in  the English 

language,  and their  poetry  continues  to  be read and 

enjoyed by people all over the world.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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