Down Gilsonite Way

Introduction

The Gilsonite deposits of the Uintah Basin in Utah and
Colorado are a unique and valuable resource. Gilsonite
is a naturally occurring asphaltum that is found
nowhere else in the world. It is a black, glassy solid
with a high melting point and a variety of useful
properties. Gilsonite has been used for centuries by
Native Americans for waterproofing and other
purposes. In the late 19th century, it was discovered
that gilsonite could be used to make a high-quality
varnish. This led to a boom in the gilsonite industry,
and the Uintah Basin became a major producer of

gilsonite.

The Uintah Railway was built in the early 20th century
to transport gilsonite from the mines in the Uintah

Basin to the outside world. The railway was a vital
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lifeline for the gilsonite industry, and it played a major
role in the development of the Uintah Basin. The
railway was abandoned in the 1960s, but it remains a

popular tourist attraction today.

Gilsonite is still mined in the Uintah Basin today, but
the industry is much smaller than it once was. Gilsonite
is now used in a variety of products, including roofing
shingles, asphalt paving, and paints. It is also used in
the manufacture of carbon fiber and other high-tech

materials.

The Gilsonite deposits of the Uintah Basin are a
valuable resource that has played a major role in the
history of the region. The Uintah Railway is a reminder
of the importance of gilsonite to the Uintah Basin, and

it is a popular tourist attraction today.

The book Down Gilsonite Way tells the story of the
gilsonite industry in the Uintah Basin. It is a

comprehensive look at the history, geology, mining,



and uses of gilsonite. The book also includes a detailed

history of the Uintah Railway.

Down Gilsonite Way is a valuable resource for anyone
interested in the history of the Uintah Basin, the
gilsonite industry, or the Uintah Railway. It is also a
fascinating read for anyone interested in geology,

mining, or the history of technology.



Book Description

Down Gilsonite Way tells the story of the gilsonite
industry in the Uintah Basin of Utah and Colorado.
Gilsonite is a unique and valuable asphaltum that is
found nowhere else in the world. It has been used for
centuries by Native Americans and, in the late 19th
century, it was discovered that gilsonite could be used
to make a high-quality varnish. This led to a boom in
the gilsonite industry, and the Uintah Basin became a

major producer of gilsonite.

The book covers the history of the gilsonite industry,
from its early days to the present. It also discusses the
geology of the Uintah Basin, the mining of gilsonite,
and the uses of gilsonite. The book is illustrated with

numerous photographs and maps.

One of the most fascinating aspects of the gilsonite
industry is the Uintah Railway. The railway was built in

the early 20th century to transport gilsonite from the



mines in the Uintah Basin to the outside world. The
railway was a vital lifeline for the gilsonite industry,
and it played a major role in the development of the
Uintah Basin. The railway was abandoned in the 1960s,

but it remains a popular tourist attraction today.

Down Gilsonite Way is a comprehensive look at the
gilsonite industry in the Uintah Basin. It is a valuable
resource for anyone interested in the history of the
region, the gilsonite industry, or the Uintah Railway. It
is also a fascinating read for anyone interested in

geology, mining, or the history of technology.

The book is written in a clear and engaging style, and it
is packed with information. It is a must-read for
anyone interested in the gilsonite industry or the

Uintah Basin.



Chapter 1: The Black Gold of the Uintah

Basin

1. Gilsonite: A Unique Asphaltum

Gilsonite is a naturally occurring asphaltum that is
found nowhere else in the world. It is a black, glassy
solid with a high melting point and a variety of useful
properties. Gilsonite is soluble in hydrocarbons, but it
is insoluble in water. It is also resistant to acids and

alkalis.

Gilsonite is composed of a complex mixture of
hydrocarbons, including alkanes, cycloalkanes, and
aromatics. It also contains a variety of heteroatoms,
including sulfur, oxygen, and nitrogen. The exact
composition of gilsonite varies depending on the

location of the deposit.

Gilsonite is formed by the thermal alteration of organic
matter. The organic matter is first deposited in a

sedimentary basin. Over time, the organic matter is
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heated and pressurized by the overlying sediments.
This heat and pressure cause the organic matter to
break down and form hydrocarbons. The
hydrocarbons then migrate through the sediments
until they reach a trap. A trap is a geological structure
that prevents the hydrocarbons from migrating

further.

Gilsonite is found in a variety of geological settings,
including sedimentary basins, volcanic basins, and
fault zones. The largest deposits of gilsonite are found
in the Uintah Basin of Utah and Colorado. Other
deposits of gilsonite are found in Mexico, Venezuela,

and Russia.

Gilsonite has been used for centuries by Native
Americans for waterproofing and other purposes. In
the late 19th century, it was discovered that gilsonite
could be used to make a high-quality varnish. This led
to a boom in the gilsonite industry, and the Uintah

Basin became a major producer of gilsonite.



Gilsonite is still mined in the Uintah Basin today, but
the industry is much smaller than it once was. Gilsonite
is now used in a variety of products, including roofing
shingles, asphalt paving, and paints. It is also used in
the manufacture of carbon fiber and other high-tech

materials.

Gilsonite is a valuable resource that has played a major
role in the history of the Uintah Basin. It is a unique
asphaltum with a variety of useful properties. Gilsonite
is still used in a variety of products today, and it
continues to play an important role in the global

economy.



Chapter 1: The Black Gold of the Uintah

Basin

2. The History of Gilsonite Mining

Gilsonite, a naturally occurring asphaltum, has been
used for centuries by Native Americans for
waterproofing and other purposes. In the late 19th
century, it was discovered that gilsonite could be used
to make a high-quality varnish. This led to a boom in
the gilsonite industry, and the Uintah Basin became a

major producer of gilsonite.

The first gilsonite mine in the Uintah Basin was opened
in 1885. By the early 1900s, there were over 100
gilsonite mines in operation. The gilsonite was mined
using a variety of methods, including open-pit mining,

underground mining, and quarrying.

The gilsonite industry in the Uintah Basin reached its
peak in the 1920s. At that time, the Uintah Basin was

producing over 90% of the world's supply of gilsonite.
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However, the industry began to decline in the 1930s

due to the development of synthetic asphalt.

The decline of the gilsonite industry in the Uintah Basin
continued after World War II. By the 1960s, only a few
gilsonite mines were still in operation. The last gilsonite

mine in the Uintah Basin closed in 1984.

Despite the decline of the gilsonite industry, gilsonite is
still used in a variety of products today, including
roofing shingles, asphalt paving, and paints. It is also
used in the manufacture of carbon fiber and other

high-tech materials.

The history of gilsonite mining in the Uintah Basin is a
story of boom and bust. The industry boomed in the
early 20th century, but it declined in the 1930s and
continued to decline after World War II. Today, only a
few gilsonite mines are still in operation in the Uintah

Basin.
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Chapter 1: The Black Gold of the Uintah

Basin

3. The Geology of the Uintah Basin

The Uintah Basin is a large structural basin located in
northeastern Utah and northwestern Colorado. It is
bounded by the Uinta Mountains to the north, the
Wasatch Range to the west, the Book Cliffs to the south,
and the Green River Desert to the east. The basin is
approximately 150 miles long and 100 miles wide, and

it covers an area of over 10,000 square miles.

The geology of the Uintah Basin is complex and varied.
The basin is underlain by a thick sequence of
sedimentary rocks, which were deposited over
hundreds of millions of years. The oldest rocks in the
basin are Precambrian gneisses and schists. These
rocks are overlain by Paleozoic and Mesozoic
sedimentary rocks, including limestones, dolomites,

sandstones, and shales. The youngest rocks in the basin
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are  Tertiary  sedimentary  rocks, including

conglomerates, sandstones, and mudstones.

The Uintah Basin is also home to a number of volcanic
rocks. These rocks were erupted during the Tertiary
Period, and they include lava flows, breccias, and tuffs.
The volcanic rocks are found in the northern and

eastern parts of the basin.

The geology of the Uintah Basin has played a major role
in the development of the gilsonite industry. Gilsonite
is a naturally occurring asphaltum that is found in the
Tertiary sedimentary rocks of the basin. The gilsonite
deposits are located in the eastern part of the basin,

near the town of Bonanza, Utah.

The geology of the Uintah Basin is also important for
the region's water resources. The basin is home to a
number of aquifers, which provide water for drinking,
irrigation, and industrial use. The aquifers are
recharged by precipitation and snowmelt from the

surrounding mountains.
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The Uintah Basin is a geologically diverse region with a
rich history. The basin's geology has played a major
role in the development of the gilsonite industry and

the region's water resources.

Additional Information

e The Uintah Basin is home to a number of fossils,
including dinosaur bones, fish fossils, and plant

fossils.

e The basin is also home to a number of mineral

deposits, including copper, lead, zinc, and gold.

e The Uintah Basin is a popular destination for
outdoor recreation, including hiking, camping,

fishing, and hunting.
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This extract presents the opening

three sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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