
Wounded Knee's Lost Soul

Introduction

Lost  Bird's  extraordinary  life  is  a  testament  to  the 

resilience and strength of the human spirit. Born into a 

world  of  violence  and  oppression,  she  endured 

unimaginable hardships, yet she never gave up hope. 

Her story is one of survival, courage, and activism, and 

it offers valuable lessons for us all.

Lost  Bird  was  born  in  1890,  just  months  before  the 

Wounded Knee Massacre. Her mother was killed in the 

massacre, and Lost Bird was miraculously found alive 

four days later, buried under her mother's frozen body. 

She  was  adopted  by  General  Leonard  W.  Colby,  a 

prominent lawyer and politician, who exploited her as 

a "living curio" to attract clients. Lost Bird eventually 

escaped  from  Colby's  home  and  embarked  on  a 

remarkable journey that took her from the Wild West 
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shows  of  Buffalo  Bill  to  the  silent  film  industry  of 

Hollywood.

Along  the  way,  Lost  Bird  faced  countless  challenges. 

She  struggled  with  poverty,  addiction,  and  mental 

illness.  She  was  also  the  victim of  sexual  abuse  and 

violence. Yet through it all, she maintained her dignity 

and her spirit.  She never forgot  her Lakota heritage, 

and  she  used  her  voice  to  speak  out  against  the 

injustices faced by Native Americans.

Lost Bird's activism was groundbreaking. She was one 

of  the  first  Native  American  women  to  speak  out 

publicly  about  the  discrimination  and  racism  that 

Native  Americans  faced.  She  spoke  at  rallies  and 

conferences,  and she wrote articles and essays about 

the  need  for  Native  American  rights.  She  was  a 

powerful advocate for her people, and her work helped 

to raise awareness of the plight of Native Americans.

Lost Bird died tragically young at the age of 30, but her 

legacy  lives  on.  She  is  remembered  as  a  courageous 
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activist  and  a  symbol  of  resilience.  Her  story  is  an 

inspiration  to  us  all,  and  it  reminds  us  of  the 

importance of fighting for justice and equality.

Lost Bird's life is a reminder that even in the darkest of 

times,  there  is  always  hope.  She  faced unimaginable 

challenges, but she never gave up. She fought for her 

own  survival,  and  she  fought  for  the  rights  of  her 

people.  Her story is  a  testament to  the power of  the 

human spirit, and it is a story that deserves to be told.
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Book Description

Wounded  Knee's  Lost  Soul tells  the  extraordinary 

story of Lost Bird, a Lakota woman who survived the 

Wounded  Knee  Massacre  and  went  on  to  become  a 

groundbreaking activist for Native American rights.

Lost  Bird  was  born  in  1890,  just  months  before  the 

Wounded Knee Massacre. Her mother was killed in the 

massacre, and Lost Bird was miraculously found alive 

four days later, buried under her mother's frozen body. 

She  was  adopted  by  General  Leonard  W.  Colby,  a 

prominent lawyer and politician, who exploited her as 

a "living curio" to attract clients. Lost Bird eventually 

escaped  from  Colby's  home  and  embarked  on  a 

remarkable journey that took her from the Wild West 

shows  of  Buffalo  Bill  to  the  silent  film  industry  of 

Hollywood.

Along  the  way,  Lost  Bird  faced  countless  challenges. 

She  struggled  with  poverty,  addiction,  and  mental 
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illness.  She  was  also  the  victim of  sexual  abuse  and 

violence. Yet through it all, she maintained her dignity 

and her spirit.  She never forgot  her Lakota heritage, 

and  she  used  her  voice  to  speak  out  against  the 

injustices faced by Native Americans.

Lost Bird's activism was groundbreaking. She was one 

of  the  first  Native  American  women  to  speak  out 

publicly  about  the  discrimination  and  racism  that 

Native  Americans  faced.  She  spoke  at  rallies  and 

conferences,  and she wrote articles and essays about 

the  need  for  Native  American  rights.  She  was  a 

powerful advocate for her people, and her work helped 

to raise awareness of the plight of Native Americans.

Lost Bird died tragically young at the age of 30, but her 

legacy  lives  on.  She  is  remembered  as  a  courageous 

activist  and  a  symbol  of  resilience.  Her  story  is  an 

inspiration  to  us  all,  and  it  reminds  us  of  the 

importance of fighting for justice and equality.
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Wounded Knee's Lost Soul is a powerful and moving 

story  that  sheds  light  on  a  little-known  chapter  of 

American history. It is a story of survival, courage, and 

activism, and it is a story that deserves to be told. 
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Chapter  1:  The  Wounded  Knee 

Massacre

The historical context of the massacre

The Wounded Knee Massacre was a tragic event that 

took place  on December  29,  1890,  at  Wounded Knee 

Creek on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South 

Dakota.  The massacre was the culmination of  a  long 

history of conflict between the Lakota people and the 

United States government.

The Lakota had been living in the Black Hills region for 

centuries, but the discovery of gold in the area in the 

1870s led to an influx of white settlers and miners. The 

Lakota were forced to cede the Black Hills to the United 

States  government  in  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Laramie  in 

1868,  but  they  continued  to  hunt  and  gather  in  the 

area.

In 1890, the US government began to crack down on 

the  Lakota  who  were  living  in  the  Black  Hills.  The 
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government  ordered  the  Lakota  to  return  to  their 

reservations,  and it  sent  troops to enforce the order. 

The Lakota refused to leave the Black Hills, and they 

began to gather at Wounded Knee Creek.

On  December  29,  1890,  the  US  Army  attacked  the 

Lakota camp at Wounded Knee Creek. The Lakota were 

unarmed, and they were quickly overwhelmed by the 

soldiers.  More  than  300  Lakota  men,  women,  and 

children were killed in the massacre.

The Wounded Knee Massacre was a turning point in 

the history of the Lakota people. It marked the end of 

their resistance to the US government, and it led to the 

establishment of reservations for the Lakota and other 

Native  American  tribes.  The  massacre  also  had  a 

profound impact on the American public, and it helped 

to raise awareness of the plight of Native Americans.
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Chapter  1:  The  Wounded  Knee 

Massacre

The events leading up to the massacre

Prior  to  the  Wounded  Knee  Massacre,  tensions 

between  the  Lakota  people  and  the  United  States 

government had been escalating for years. The Lakota 

had been promised vast tracts of land in the Black Hills 

of  South  Dakota,  but  these  lands  had  been  illegally 

taken by white settlers.  The Lakota also resented the 

government's  attempts  to  force  them  to  adopt 

Christianity and abandon their traditional way of life.

In  1890,  the  Lakota  were  ordered  to  report  to  a 

reservation at Pine Ridge, South Dakota. Many Lakota 

refused to comply, and they fled to the Badlands, where 

they were pursued by the U.S. Army. On December 29, 

1890,  the  Lakota  were  surrounded  by  the  Army  at 

Wounded Knee Creek.
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The Lakota were unarmed and outnumbered, but they 

refused  to  surrender.  The  Army  opened  fire,  and 

within minutes, hundreds of Lakota men, women, and 

children were killed. The Wounded Knee Massacre was 

a horrific tragedy that marked the end of the Lakota 

way of life.

The Ghost Dance Movement

One  of  the  factors  that  contributed  to  the  Wounded 

Knee Massacre was the Ghost  Dance Movement.  The 

Ghost Dance was a religious movement that originated 

among the Paiute people in Nevada.  It  spread to the 

Lakota in 1890, and it quickly gained a following.

The  Ghost  Dance  was  a  peaceful  movement  that 

promised  a  return  to  the  old  way  of  life.  It  also 

promised that the white settlers would be driven from 

the  Black  Hills.  The  U.S.  government  saw  the  Ghost 

Dance as a threat, and they tried to suppress it.
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The Ghost Dance Movement was one of the factors that 

led to the Wounded Knee Massacre. The government's 

attempts  to  suppress  the  movement  only  served  to 

further anger the Lakota people.

The U.S. Army's Role

The U.S.  Army played a  major  role  in  the  Wounded 

Knee Massacre. The Army was ordered to round up the 

Lakota and force them to return to the reservation. The 

Army was also responsible for the massacre itself.

The  Army's  actions  at  Wounded  Knee  were  a  clear 

violation of the Lakota people's rights. The Army's use 

of excessive force was unjustified, and it resulted in the 

deaths of hundreds of innocent people.

The Wounded Knee Massacre was a tragedy that could 

have  been  avoided.  The  U.S.  government's  policies 

toward the Lakota people were unfair and unjust. The 

Army's actions at Wounded Knee were a direct result of 

these policies.

11



Chapter  1:  The  Wounded  Knee 

Massacre

The massacre itself

On  December  29,  1890,  the  Seventh  Cavalry  of  the 

United States Army massacred over 300 Lakota men, 

women, and children at Wounded Knee Creek on the 

Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation  in  South  Dakota.  The 

massacre was the culmination of a series of events that 

had  been  building  for  months,  as  the  Lakota  people 

grew increasingly frustrated with the broken promises 

and oppressive policies of the US government.

The immediate  cause of  the massacre was the Ghost 

Dance, a spiritual movement that had been spreading 

among the Lakota and other Native American tribes in 

the region. The Ghost Dance promised a return to the 

old ways of life, before the arrival of white settlers, and 

it also spoke of a coming day when the Lakota would 

be victorious over their enemies.
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The US government saw the Ghost Dance as a threat, 

and it ordered the Lakota to stop practicing it.  When 

the Lakota refused, the government sent troops to the 

Pine Ridge Reservation to enforce the order. The troops 

arrived at Wounded Knee Creek on December 28, 1890, 

and  they  immediately  began  disarming  the  Lakota 

men.

The following day, the troops surrounded the Lakota 

camp  and  opened  fire.  The  Lakota  were  caught  by 

surprise, and they were quickly overwhelmed. Many of 

them were killed outright, while others were wounded 

and left  to  die  in  the snow.  The massacre lasted for 

several hours,  and by the time it  was over,  over 300 

Lakota people were dead.

The Wounded Knee Massacre was a horrific tragedy, 

and  it  remains  a  source  of  pain  and  anger  for  the 

Lakota people to this day. It is a reminder of the broken 

promises  and  oppressive  policies  of  the  US 
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government, and it is a symbol of the ongoing struggle 

for Native American rights.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 
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