
A Mathematical Puzzle: The Enigma of 

the Mathematical Genius

Introduction

Of all the mysteries that surround us, the human mind 

is perhaps the most enigmatic. How is it possible for a 

mere three pounds of flesh and blood to contain the 

capacity  for  such  extraordinary  feats  of  intellect, 

creativity, and imagination? Throughout history, there 

have  been  individuals  who  have  pushed  the 

boundaries of human understanding, leaving us in awe 

of  their  genius.  One  such  individual  was  Srinivasa 

Ramanujan,  a  self-taught  Indian mathematician who, 

despite  facing  immense  adversity,  made 

groundbreaking  contributions  to  the  field  of 

mathematics.
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Ramanujan's  story  is  one  of  triumph over  adversity. 

Born into a poor family in a small village in southern 

India, he had little formal education. Yet, he possessed 

an extraordinary natural talent for mathematics, and 

he spent  his  days  poring over  textbooks  and solving 

complex problems. Despite the lack of recognition and 

support,  he  continued  to  pursue  his  passion  for 

mathematics,  eventually  publishing  his  work  in  a 

prestigious  British  journal.  His  work  caught  the 

attention of renowned mathematician G.H. Hardy, who 

brought Ramanujan to Cambridge University, where he 

flourished and produced some of the most important 

mathematical results of the 20th century.

Ramanujan's  contributions  to  mathematics  are  vast 

and varied. He made significant advances in number 

theory, analysis, and continued fractions, among other 

areas.  His  work  is  characterized  by  its  originality, 

depth, and elegance. He possessed an uncanny ability 

to see patterns and connections where others saw only 
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chaos. He was also a master of induction, often arriving 

at astonishing conclusions based on limited evidence.

Ramanujan's life was cut short by illness, but his legacy 

continues to inspire mathematicians and scientists  to 

this day. His work has had a profound impact on our 

understanding of the universe, and his ideas continue 

to  be  used  to  solve  some  of  the  most  challenging 

problems  in  mathematics  and  physics.  Ramanujan's 

story  is  a  reminder  that  genius  can  emerge  from 

anywhere, and that with perseverance and dedication, 

it  is  possible  to  achieve  great  things,  no  matter  the 

obstacles one faces.

While  Ramanujan's  achievements  are  well-known, 

there is  much more to  his  story than meets  the eye. 

This book delves into the life of this enigmatic genius, 

exploring the factors that shaped his unique mind and 

the  motivations  that  drove  his  relentless  pursuit  of 

mathematical  knowledge.  Through  a  combination  of 

historical research and personal anecdotes,  this book 
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paints a vivid portrait of Ramanujan, the man behind 

the legend. It is a story of triumph over adversity, of a 

man who overcame poverty, prejudice, and ill health to 

become one of the greatest mathematicians of all time.

This book is not just a biography of Ramanujan; it  is 

also  an  exploration  of  the  nature  of  genius  and  the 

creative  process.  It  is  a  book  that  will  inspire  and 

fascinate  anyone  with  an  interest  in  mathematics, 

history, or human potential.
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Book Description

Srinivasa  Ramanujan  was  a  self-taught  Indian 

mathematician who, despite facing immense adversity, 

made  groundbreaking  contributions  to  the  field  of 

mathematics.  His  work  is  characterized  by  its 

originality,  depth,  and elegance,  and he possessed an 

uncanny ability to see patterns and connections where 

others saw only chaos.

This book delves into the life of this enigmatic genius, 

exploring the factors that shaped his unique mind and 

the  motivations  that  drove  his  relentless  pursuit  of 

mathematical  knowledge.  Through  a  combination  of 

historical research and personal anecdotes,  this book 

paints a vivid portrait of Ramanujan, the man behind 

the legend.

In addition to providing a comprehensive overview of 

Ramanujan's life and work, this book also explores the 

nature of genius and the creative process. It examines 
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the role of  intuition and inspiration in mathematical 

discovery, and it investigates the relationship between 

mathematics and other fields of human endeavor, such 

as art and music.

This book is not just a biography of Ramanujan; it  is 

also an exploration of the human mind and the limits 

of human understanding. It is a book that will inspire 

and fascinate anyone with an interest in mathematics, 

history, or human potential.

Ramanujan's  story  is  a  reminder  that  genius  can 

emerge  from  anywhere,  and  that  with  perseverance 

and dedication, it is possible to achieve great things, no 

matter the obstacles one faces. His work continues to 

be studied and admired by mathematicians around the 

world, and his legacy is sure to inspire generations to 

come.

This book is a must-read for anyone who wants to learn 

more about one of the most fascinating and brilliant 

minds in history. It is a story of triumph over adversity, 

6



of  a  man  who  overcame  poverty,  prejudice,  and  ill 

health to become one of the greatest mathematicians of 

all time.
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Chapter  1:  The  Enigma  of  the 

Mathematical Genius

The Early Life of a Mathematical Prodigy

Srinivasa Ramanujan was born on December 22, 1887, 

in a small village in southern India. His father was an 

accountant,  and  his  mother  was  a  devout  Hindu. 

Ramanujan showed signs of mathematical genius from 

an  early  age.  He  could  solve  complex  arithmetic 

problems  in  his  head,  and  he  had  a  remarkable 

memory for numbers.

Despite  his  natural  talent  for  mathematics, 

Ramanujan's  formal  education  was  limited.  He 

attended a local school until the age of 16, but he was 

forced to drop out due to financial difficulties. He then 

spent several years studying mathematics on his own, 

borrowing books from libraries and attending lectures 

at a local college.
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In 1903, Ramanujan married Janaki Ammal, a distant 

relative. The couple had two children together, a son 

named  Srinivasa  Ramanujan  Junior  and  a  daughter 

named  Kamala.  Ramanujan  continued  to  study 

mathematics  after  his  marriage,  and  he  eventually 

published his work in a prestigious British journal.

Ramanujan's  work caught  the attention of  renowned 

mathematician G.H. Hardy, who brought Ramanujan to 

Cambridge  University  in  1914.  Ramanujan  spent  the 

next five years at Cambridge, where he produced some 

of the most important mathematical results of the 20th 

century. He died in 1920 at the age of 32, but his legacy 

continues to inspire mathematicians and scientists  to 

this day.

Ramanujan's  early  life  was  marked  by  poverty, 

prejudice, and ill health. He faced many challenges, but 

he never gave up on his passion for mathematics. He is 

an inspiration to us all, showing us that it is possible to 

achieve great things, no matter the obstacles one faces.
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Chapter  1:  The  Enigma  of  the 

Mathematical Genius

The Journey to Cambridge

Ramanujan's  journey  to  Cambridge  was  a  long  and 

arduous  one.  He  was  born  in  a  small  village  in 

southern  India  in  1887,  and  he  had  little  formal 

education. Yet, he possessed an extraordinary natural 

talent for mathematics,  and he spent his days poring 

over textbooks and solving complex problems. Despite 

the lack of  recognition and support,  he  continued to 

pursue  his  passion  for  mathematics,  eventually 

publishing his work in a prestigious British journal.

In  1913,  Ramanujan's  work  caught  the  attention  of 

renowned  mathematician  G.H.  Hardy,  who  was 

immediately  impressed  by  Ramanujan's  raw  talent. 

Hardy arranged for Ramanujan to come to Cambridge 

University, where he could receive the proper training 

and support to develop his mathematical abilities.

10



Ramanujan's arrival in Cambridge was a culture shock. 

He  was  a  shy  and  introverted  young  man  who  had 

never  left  India  before.  He struggled to  adapt  to  the 

cold,  rainy  climate  and the  unfamiliar  food.  He  also 

faced prejudice from some of the other mathematicians 

at Cambridge, who were skeptical of his abilities.

Despite  these  challenges,  Ramanujan  persevered.  He 

worked  tirelessly,  and  he  quickly  began  to  produce 

groundbreaking results. He collaborated with Hardy on 

a number of important projects, and he also published 

several papers on his own. In just a few short years, 

Ramanujan established himself  as one of the leading 

mathematicians in the world.

Ramanujan's journey to Cambridge was not easy, but it 

was ultimately a successful one. He overcame poverty, 

prejudice,  and  ill  health  to  achieve  his  dream  of 

becoming  a  great  mathematician.  His  story  is  an 

inspiration to us all, and it reminds us that anything is 

possible if we have the courage to follow our dreams.
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Ramanujan's  journey  to  Cambridge  is  a  fascinating 

story of triumph over adversity. It is a story that has 

been told and retold many times, and it continues to 

inspire  people  to  this  day.  Ramanujan's  story  is  a 

reminder that genius can emerge from anywhere, and 

that with perseverance and dedication, it is possible to 

achieve great things, no matter the obstacles one faces.
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Chapter  1:  The  Enigma  of  the 

Mathematical Genius

The Struggles of a Foreigner in a New Land

Srinivasa  Ramanujan's  journey  to  Cambridge 

University  was  not  without  its  challenges.  As  a 

foreigner  in  a  new  land,  he  faced  prejudice, 

discrimination,  and  culture  shock.  He  arrived  in 

England in 1914, at the outbreak of World War I. The 

anti-Indian  sentiment  was  strong  at  the  time,  and 

Ramanujan was often seen as an outsider. He was also 

struggling to adapt to the English climate and food.

One of the biggest challenges Ramanujan faced was the 

language barrier. He spoke very little English when he 

first  arrived  in  Cambridge,  and  he  had  to  rely  on 

interpreters to communicate with his colleagues. This 

made it  difficult for him to express his mathematical 

ideas  and  to  follow  the  lectures  and  discussions. 

Despite these challenges,  Ramanujan was determined 
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to succeed. He worked tirelessly,  often spending long 

hours in the library or in his room, scribbling away on 

his  notebooks.  He  also  sought  out  the  help  of  other 

mathematicians, who were impressed by his brilliance 

and his dedication.

Ramanujan's  struggles  were  not  just  limited  to  the 

academic realm. He also faced financial difficulties. He 

was paid a meager stipend by the university,  and he 

had to live in a cramped and uncomfortable room. He 

often went hungry, and he had to borrow money from 

friends and colleagues to make ends meet. Despite all 

these  challenges,  Ramanujan never  gave  up.  He  was 

driven  by  a  passion  for  mathematics,  and  he  was 

determined to make his mark on the world.

In time, Ramanujan began to overcome the challenges 

he faced.  He gradually improved his  English,  and he 

made  friends  with  several  mathematicians  who 

recognized his genius. He also began to receive some 

financial support from the university. By 1917, he had 
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been elected a Fellow of the Royal Society, one of the 

highest  honors  that  can  be  bestowed  on  a  scientist. 

Ramanujan's  story  is  an  inspiring  example  of  how 

perseverance  and dedication can overcome even the 

most daunting challenges.

Ramanujan's struggles as a foreigner in a new land also 

shed light on the importance of diversity and inclusion 

in academia. Today, universities around the world are 

making  efforts  to  create  a  more  welcoming 

environment  for  international  students  and 

researchers. This is essential for fostering a culture of 

innovation  and  creativity,  and  for  ensuring  that  the 

best  minds  from  all  over  the  world  have  the 

opportunity  to  contribute  to  the  advancement  of 

knowledge.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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