The Fortress Fighters

Introduction

The B-17 Flying Fortress, a symbol of American air
power during World War II, was a four-engine heavy
bomber that played a pivotal role in the Allied victory.
With its long range, large payload capacity, and
defensive armament, the B-17 was capable of striking
targets deep within enemy territory and inflicting

significant damage on strategic targets.

The development of the B-17 began in the late 1930s
when the United States Army Air Corps issued a
specification for a new heavy bomber. Boeing Aircraft
Company won the contract and began work on the
prototype, which was designated the XB-17. The XB-17
first flew in July 1939 and, after extensive testing, the B-

17 entered production in 1940.



The B-17 was a massive aircraft for its time, with a
wingspan of over 100 feet and a length of nearly 70
feet. It was powered by four radial engines that gave it
a top speed of over 300 miles per hour. The B-17 was
also heavily armed, with 13 machine guns and a bomb

bay capable of carrying up to 8,000 pounds of bombs.

The B-17 first saw combat in Europe in 1942, and it
quickly became a formidable weapon in the hands of
the Allied air forces. The B-17s flew daylight bombing
raids against targets in Germany, France, and Italy, and
they played a major role in the destruction of the
German war machine. The B-17 was also used in the
Pacific theater of operations, where it was used to
bomb Japanese targets in the Philippines, Japan, and

other islands.

The B-17 was a tough and durable aircraft, and it was
able to withstand a great deal of punishment. However,

the B-17 was also a relatively slow aircraft, and it was



vulnerable to attack by enemy fighters. As a result, the

B-17 crews often suffered heavy casualties.

Despite the dangers, the B-17 crews continued to fly
their missions, and they played a major role in the
Allied victory in World War II. The B-17 is considered
to be one of the most important aircraft in history, and
it is still remembered today as a symbol of American

air power.



Book Description

The Fortress Fighters is the definitive history of the B-
17 Flying Fortress, one of the most iconic aircraft of
World War II. This comprehensive volume covers the
entire history of the B-17, from its development and
production to its combat service in both Europe and

the Pacific.

The Fortress Fighters is packed with rare
photographs, detailed technical drawings, and
firsthand accounts from B-17 aircrew members.
Readers will learn about the B-17's design and
construction, its performance and capabilities, and its
role in some of the most important battles of World

War II.

The Fortress Fighters also tells the stories of the brave
men who flew the B-17. These airmen faced incredible

dangers every time they went on a mission, and many



of them paid the ultimate price. The Fortress Fighters

pays tribute to their courage and sacrifice.

Whether you are a history buff, an aviation enthusiast,
or simply someone who wants to learn more about one
of the most important aircraft of World War II, The
Fortress Fighters is the book for you. This
comprehensive and engaging volume is the ultimate

guide to the B-17 Flying Fortress.

The Fortress Fighters covers the following topics in

detail:

e The development and production of the B-17
e The B-17's design and construction

e The B-17's performance and capabilities

e The B-17's role in World War II

e The stories of the men who flew the B-17

e Thelegacy of the B-17

The Fortress Fighters is a must-read for anyone

interested in aviation history or World War II. This
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comprehensive and engaging volume is the ultimate

guide to the B-17 Flying Fortress.



Chapter 1: The Mighty Fortress

The History of the B-17 Flying Fortress

The B-17 Flying Fortress is an iconic aircraft that
played a pivotal role in World War II. It was a four-
engine heavy bomber that was designed and built by
Boeing Aircraft Company. The B-17 was developed in
the late 1930s and entered service with the United
States Army Air Forces (USAAF) in 1941. It quickly
became one of the most important aircraft in the
USAAF arsenal, and it was used in all theaters of

operation during the war.

The B-17 was a large and powerful aircraft. It had a
wingspan of over 100 feet and a length of nearly 70
feet. It was powered by four radial engines that gave it
a top speed of over 300 miles per hour. The B-17 was
also heavily armed, with 13 machine guns and a bomb

bay capable of carrying up to 8,000 pounds of bombs.



The B-17 was used in a variety of missions during
World War II. It was used to bomb enemy targets in
Europe, Asia, and Africa. It was also used to transport
troops and supplies. The B-17 was a versatile aircraft

that was well-suited for a variety of missions.

The B-17 was a tough and durable aircraft. It was able
to withstand a great deal of punishment and still keep
flying. However, the B-17 was also a relatively slow
aircraft, and it was vulnerable to attack by enemy
fighters. As a result, the B-17 crews often suffered

heavy casualties.

Despite the dangers, the B-17 crews continued to fly
their missions. They knew that they were playing a
vital role in the war effort, and they were determined
to help their country achieve victory. The B-17 crews
were some of the bravest and most dedicated men in

the USAAF, and they deserve our eternal gratitude.

The B-17 Flying Fortress is a symbol of American air

power. It was a powerful and versatile aircraft that
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played a pivotal role in World War II. The B-17 is still
remembered today as one of the most important

aircraft in history.



Chapter 1: The Mighty Fortress

The Design and Development of the B-17

The B-17 Flying Fortress was a masterpiece of
engineering that revolutionized aerial warfare during
World War II. Its design and development were a
testament to the ingenuity and determination of

American engineers and manufacturers.

The origins of the B-17 can be traced back to the mid-
1930s, when the United States Army Air Corps issued a
specification for a new heavy bomber. The aircraft was
to be capable of flying long distances, carrying a heavy
payload, and defending itself against enemy fighters.
Boeing Aircraft Company, a leading manufacturer of
aircraft at the time, submitted a proposal for a four-
engine bomber that met all of the Air Corps'

requirements.

Boeing's design was selected, and the company began

work on the prototype, which was designated the XB-
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17. The XB-17 first flew in July 1939, and after extensive

testing, the B-17 entered production in 1940.

The B-17 was a massive aircraft for its time, with a
wingspan of over 100 feet and a length of nearly 70
feet. It was powered by four radial engines that gave it
a top speed of over 300 miles per hour. The B-17 was
also heavily armed, with 13 machine guns and a bomb

bay capable of carrying up to 8,000 pounds of bombs.

The B-17's design incorporated several innovative
features that made it a formidable weapon in the
hands of the Allied air forces. The aircraft had a
pressurized cabin, which allowed its crew to fly at high
altitudes without the need for oxygen masks. The B-17
also had a remote-controlled dorsal turret that gave it

360-degree coverage against enemy fighters.

The B-17's design and development were a major
undertaking, but the resulting aircraft was one of the
most effective heavy bombers of World War II. The B-

17 played a major role in the Allied victory, and it
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remains an iconic symbol of American air power to this

day.
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Chapter 1: The Mighty Fortress

The Role of the B-17 in World War II

The B-17 Flying Fortress played a pivotal role in the
Allied victory in World War II. As a long-range heavy
bomber, the B-17 was capable of striking targets deep
within enemy territory and inflicting significant
damage on strategic targets. The B-17s were used in
both the European and Pacific theaters of operations,
and they played a major role in the destruction of the

German and Japanese war machines.

In Europe, the B-17s were used to bomb German
factories, airfields, and other military targets. The B-17s
also played a major role in the strategic bombing
campaign against Germany, which aimed to cripple the
German economy and war effort. In the Pacific, the B-
17s were used to bomb Japanese cities and military

targets. The B-17s also played a major role in the Battle
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of Midway, which was a turning point in the Pacific

War.

The B-17 was a tough and durable aircraft, and it was
able to withstand a great deal of punishment. However,
the B-17 was also a relatively slow aircraft, and it was
vulnerable to attack by enemy fighters. As a result, the
B-17 crews often suffered heavy casualties. Despite the
dangers, the B-17 crews continued to fly their missions,
and they played a major role in the Allied victory in

World War I1.

The B-17 is considered to be one of the most important
aircraft in history. It was a powerful and effective
weapon that helped to turn the tide of World War II in
favor of the Allies. The B-17 is still remembered today
as a symbol of American air power and the sacrifices

made by the men who flew it.

The B-17 was also a symbol of hope for the people of
Europe and Asia who were living under the yoke of

Nazi and Japanese tyranny. The B-17s represented the

14



power of the United States and the Allies, and they gave
people hope that they would eventually be liberated

from their oppressors.

The B-17 is a reminder of the sacrifices made by the
men and women who fought in World War II. It is also
a reminder of the importance of air power in modern
warfare. The B-17 is a powerful symbol of American
strength and determination, and it will continue to be

remembered for generations to come.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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