
This Madness

Introduction

This  book  is  an  exploration  of  the  extraordinary 

journey  of  Madness,  one  of  the  most  iconic  and 

influential  bands  to  emerge  from  the  British  music 

scene. From their humble beginnings in Camden Town 

to their rise to fame as ska revival pioneers, Madness 

has left an indelible mark on popular culture.

This  book  delves  into  the  unique  sound  that  has 

become  synonymous  with  Madness.  Their  fusion  of 

ska,  punk,  and  other  genres  created  a  captivating 

musical  experience that  captivated audiences around 

the  world.  Their  catchy  melodies,  witty  lyrics,  and 

energetic live performances made them a must-see act.

The band's success was not without its challenges. They 

faced internal conflicts, legal battles, and the pressures 
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of fame. Yet, they persevered and continued to produce 

music that resonated with fans.

Beyond their music, Madness had a significant impact 

on  fashion  and  style.  Their  two-tone  suits,  pork  pie 

hats,  and  DIY  ethos  made  them  stand  out  from  the 

crowd. They became style icons and helped shape the 

mod revival of the late 1970s and early 1980s.

This book also explores the cultural impact of Madness. 

They were at  the forefront  of  the British ska revival 

and helped introduce the genre to a new generation of 

fans. Their music and style influenced other artists and 

left a lasting legacy in popular culture.
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Book Description

In the vibrant world of British music, Madness stands 

out  as  a  band  that  has  captivated  audiences  for 

decades.  With  their  infectious  melodies,  witty  lyrics, 

and  energetic  live  performances,  they  have  left  an 

indelible mark on popular culture. This book takes an 

in-depth look at the extraordinary journey of Madness, 

from their humble beginnings in Camden Town to their 

rise to fame as ska revival pioneers.

Through extensive research and interviews with band 

members,  this  book  unveils  the  secrets  behind 

Madness' unique sound. Their fusion of ska, punk, and 

other genres created a captivating musical experience 

that resonated with fans around the world. The book 

explores the creative process behind their iconic hits, 

such as "One Step Beyond," "Our House,"  and "Baggy 

Trousers."
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Beyond their music, Madness had a significant impact 

on  fashion  and  style.  Their  two-tone  suits,  pork  pie 

hats,  and  DIY  ethos  made  them  stand  out  from  the 

crowd. They became style icons and helped shape the 

mod  revival  of  the  late  1970s  and  early  1980s.  This 

book  delves  into  the  band's  influence  on  popular 

culture, showcasing their impact on other artists and 

their enduring legacy.

The  book  also  delves  into  the  challenges  and 

controversies  that  Madness  faced  throughout  their 

career. From internal conflicts to legal battles, the band 

persevered  and  continued  to  produce  music  that 

connected with fans. This book offers a comprehensive 

overview  of  Madness'  remarkable  career,  providing 

insights into their creative process, their impact on the 

music industry, and their lasting legacy.

4



Chapter 1: The Genesis of Madness

The Early Years: Humble Beginnings

In  the  heart  of  Camden  Town,  amidst  the  vibrant 

streets  and  bustling  markets,  a  group  of  young 

musicians began a journey that would change the face 

of British music. They were Madness, a band destined 

to  leave  an  indelible  mark  on  the  ska  revival 

movement and beyond.

Their story started in the early 1970s, when a shared 

love for ska, punk, and other genres brought together a 

diverse  group  of  individuals.  Mike  Barson,  with  his 

virtuosic  keyboard skills,  Chas Smash,  known for his 

energetic  stage  presence,  and  Lee  Thompson,  the 

charismatic  frontman,  were  among  the  founding 

members.

The  early  days  were  filled  with  challenges  and 

uncertainty.  They  rehearsed  in  cramped  spaces, 

playing gigs at pubs and local clubs, honing their craft 
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and building a loyal following. Inspired by the energy 

of  the  ska  revival,  they  infused  their  music  with 

infectious rhythms, catchy melodies, and witty lyrics.

As their reputation grew, Madness caught the attention 

of record labels. In 1979, they signed with Stiff Records 

and  released  their  debut  album,  "One  Step  Beyond." 

The  album  was  a  critical  and  commercial  success, 

propelling the band into the mainstream.

The  success  of  their  debut  album  opened  doors  for 

Madness.  They  embarked  on  extensive  tours, 

captivating  audiences  with  their  energetic  live 

performances. Their unique sound, which blended ska, 

punk, and pop elements, resonated with a wide range 

of fans.

With  each  subsequent  album,  Madness  continued  to 

evolve  and  expand  their  musical  horizons.  They 

experimented with different genres, incorporated new 

instruments,  and  collaborated  with  talented  artists. 
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Their  music  became  a  reflection  of  their  diverse 

influences and creative spirit.
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Chapter 1: The Genesis of Madness

The Ska Revival: A New Wave of Sound

In the late 1970s, a new wave of ska music emerged in 

Britain, led by bands like Madness. This revival of the 

Jamaican genre brought a fresh sound and energy to 

the British music scene, capturing the imagination of a 

generation disillusioned with the prevailing punk and 

disco trends.

Madness  was  at  the  forefront  of  this  ska  revival, 

blending the genre's infectious rhythms with elements 

of  punk,  pop,  and other musical  styles.  Their  unique 

sound, coupled with their energetic live performances, 

quickly gained them a loyal following.

The  ska  revival  was  more  than  just  a  musical 

phenomenon;  it  was  a  cultural  movement.  The  two-

tone  fashion  associated  with  ska,  characterized  by 

black and white checkerboard patterns and pork pie 

hats, became a symbol of the era. The movement also 
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embraced a DIY ethos, with many ska bands releasing 

their own records and organizing their own tours.

The  ska  revival  had  a  significant  impact  on  British 

culture.  It  helped  to  break  down  barriers  between 

different  social  groups  and  contributed  to  a  more 

inclusive  and diverse  music  scene.  It  also  inspired a 

new  generation  of  musicians  to  explore  different 

genres and create their own unique sounds.

Madness  played  a  crucial  role  in  the  ska  revival, 

helping to popularize the genre and bring it to a wider 

audience.  Their  music  and  style  continue  to  inspire 

artists  and  fans  around  the  world,  cementing  their 

legacy  as  one  of  the  most  influential  bands  of  their 

generation.

9



Chapter 1: The Genesis of Madness

Inspiration  and  Influences:  Shaping  Their 

Style

Madness  was  not  born  in  a  vacuum.  Their  unique 

sound  and  style  were  shaped  by  a  diverse  range  of 

influences, from ska and punk to soul and reggae.

Ska,  a  Jamaican  genre  characterized  by  its  upbeat 

tempo  and  syncopated  rhythms,  was  a  major 

inspiration for Madness.  The band's  early sound was 

heavily influenced by ska classics from the likes of The 

Specials and The Selecter.  However, Madness did not 

simply  imitate  their  predecessors.  They  blended  ska 

with elements of punk, creating a sound that was both 

energetic and melodic.

Punk, with its raw energy and rebellious attitude, was 

another  important  influence  on  Madness.  Bands  like 

The Clash and The Sex Pistols helped shape the band's 

DIY  ethos  and  their  willingness  to  push  musical 
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boundaries. Madness incorporated punk elements into 

their music, such as fast tempos and distorted guitars, 

but they also retained their ska roots, creating a unique 

hybrid sound.

Soul  and  reggae  also  played  a  role  in  shaping 

Madness's style. The band's soulful vocals and smooth 

harmonies were inspired by classic soul artists like Otis 

Redding and Marvin Gaye. Reggae's laid-back rhythms 

and positive messages also influenced Madness's music.

In addition to these musical influences, Madness was 

also inspired by British culture and society. The band's 

lyrics  often  reflected  the  everyday  lives  of  working-

class  people  in  Britain.  They  sang  about 

unemployment, poverty, and the struggles of everyday 

life, but they also celebrated the resilience and humor 

of the British people.

The combination of these diverse influences created a 

sound  and  style  that  was  uniquely  Madness.  Their 

music  was  catchy  and  danceable,  but  it  also  had  a 
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depth and intelligence that appealed to a wide range of 

listeners.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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