
The Unveiling of Suharto

Introduction

In the annals of Indonesian history, the rise of Suharto 

stands  as  a  watershed  moment,  forever  altering  the 

nation's  political  landscape  and  shaping  its  destiny. 

This book delves into the intricate tapestry of  events 

that led to Suharto's ascent to power, shedding light on 

the complex interplay of political machinations, social 

unrest,  and  international  forces  that  converged  to 

transform Indonesia's trajectory.

The seeds of revolution were sown in the fertile ground 

of  Indonesia's  socioeconomic  disparities.  The  stark 

contrasts  between  the  privileged  few  and  the 

impoverished  masses  fueled  resentment  and 

discontent,  creating  a  tinderbox  ready  to  ignite. 

Nationalistic  fervor  and  anti-colonial  sentiment  ran 

high,  fueled  by  the  lingering  legacy  of  Dutch 
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colonialism and the desire for self-determination. The 

Indonesian Communist Party (PKI), a formidable force 

in  the  political  arena,  played  a  pivotal  role  in 

mobilizing  the  masses  and  amplifying  the  call  for 

change.

Sukarno, Indonesia's charismatic and enigmatic leader, 

emerged  as  the  lightning  rod  for  these  pent-up 

frustrations.  His  fiery  oratory  and  populist  policies 

captivated  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  Indonesian 

people, propelling him to the forefront of the political 

stage.  However,  Sukarno's  increasingly  authoritarian 

rule and his perceived closeness to the PKI alienated 

powerful elements within the military and the political 

establishment.

As tensions mounted, a series of events unfolded that 

would culminate in the dramatic events of September 

30, 1965, known as the 30th of September Movement. 

The  abduction  and  subsequent  murder  of  six  high-

ranking generals sent shockwaves through the nation 
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and plunged Indonesia into a vortex of  violence and 

uncertainty. The army, led by Major General Suharto, 

responded  swiftly,  crushing  the  coup  attempt  and 

decimating  the  PKI.  This  decisive  action  propelled 

Suharto into the limelight and paved the way for his 

rise to power.

The New Order  era,  as  Suharto's  regime came to  be 

known,  brought  about  a  profound transformation  of 

Indonesia's  political,  economic,  and  social  landscape. 

Economic  development  and  industrialization  took 

center  stage,  fueled  by  foreign  investment  and  the 

exploitation of Indonesia's abundant natural resources. 

The  country  experienced  rapid  economic  growth, 

lifting  millions  out  of  poverty  and  creating  a 

burgeoning  middle  class.  However,  this  economic 

miracle came at a price, as political repression and the 

suppression  of  dissent  became  the  hallmark  of 

Suharto's rule.
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The dark side of the New Order was characterized by 

widespread human rights abuses, corruption, and the 

silencing of political opposition. The military's iron grip 

on  power  extended  into  all  aspects  of  Indonesian 

society,  stifling  freedom of  expression  and curtailing 

democratic aspirations. The scars of this authoritarian 

past continue to haunt Indonesia to this day, shaping 

the nation's ongoing struggle for justice, reconciliation, 

and the consolidation of democracy.
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Book Description

In the heart of Southeast Asia lies Indonesia, a nation of 

immense  beauty  and  rich  history.  Yet,  beneath  the 

surface  of  its  idyllic  landscapes  and  vibrant  culture, 

there  lies  a  tale  of  political  upheaval,  social 

transformation,  and  the  rise  of  a  man  who  would 

forever  change  the  course  of  the  nation's  destiny: 

Suharto.

This  book  unveils  the  captivating  story  of  Suharto's 

ascent to power, shedding light on the intricate web of 

political  intrigue,  social  unrest,  and  international 

forces  that  shaped  his  tumultuous  rise.  From  the 

embers of revolution to the ashes of the old order, this 

narrative delves into the defining moments that shaped 

Indonesia's modern history.

Journey through the tumultuous events of the 1960s, as 

Indonesia  grappled  with  the  challenges  of  nation-

building,  economic  disparities,  and  the  threat  of 
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communism. Witness the dramatic events of the 30th of 

September  Movement,  a  failed  coup  attempt  that 

catapulted  Suharto  into  the  forefront  of  Indonesian 

politics.

Explore  the  New  Order  era,  a  period  of  both 

remarkable economic growth and authoritarian rule. 

Discover  the  strategies  employed  by  Suharto  to 

maintain his grip on power, including the suppression 

of  political  dissent,  the  manipulation of  the  military, 

and the exploitation of Indonesia's natural resources.

Uncover  the  hidden  stories  of  human  rights  abuses, 

corruption,  and  the  struggle  for  democracy  that 

unfolded  behind  the  façade  of  economic  prosperity. 

Delve into the legacies of the New Order, its impact on 

Indonesian society,  and the ongoing quest  for justice 

and reconciliation.

This  book is  an essential  read for  anyone seeking to 

understand the complexities of Indonesian history, the 

rise and fall of authoritarian regimes, and the enduring 
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struggle for democracy in the face of adversity. It is a 

story  of  power,  ambition,  and  the  resilience  of  the 

human spirit.
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Chapter 1: The Seeds of Revolution

The Socioeconomic Disparities of Indonesia

Indonesia,  a  nation  blessed  with  abundant  natural 

resources and a diverse population, has long grappled 

with  stark  socioeconomic  disparities.  These 

inequalities,  rooted  in  historical  factors  and 

exacerbated by policies and practices, have sowed the 

seeds of discontent and fueled social unrest.

The Legacy of Colonialism

Indonesia's colonial past left a profound imprint on its 

socioeconomic  landscape.  The  Dutch  colonial 

administration,  with  its  exploitative  policies  and 

extractive  economic  practices,  created  a  deeply 

stratified  society.  The  indigenous  population  was 

relegated to the lower rungs of  the economic ladder, 

while  the  Dutch  and  a  small  elite  of  Indonesians 

enjoyed  the  fruits  of  their  labor.  This  legacy  of 
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economic  inequality  persisted  long  after  Indonesia 

gained independence in 1945.

Urban-Rural Divide

Indonesia's  rapid  urbanization  in  the  post-

independence era further widened the socioeconomic 

gap  between  urban  and  rural  areas.  The  allure  of 

better  job  prospects  and  educational  opportunities 

drew people from rural villages to cities like Jakarta, 

Surabaya,  and  Bandung.  However,  this  influx  of 

migrants often found themselves living in overcrowded 

slums,  struggling  to  make  ends  meet.  The  lack  of 

adequate infrastructure, healthcare, and education in 

rural areas only exacerbated the divide.

Income Inequality

The gap between the rich and the poor in Indonesia has 

been  growing  steadily  over  the  past  few  decades. 

According to a 2018 report by Oxfam, the richest 1% of 

Indonesians  own  more  wealth  than  the  bottom  90% 
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combined.  This extreme inequality is  reflected in the 

country's  Gini  coefficient,  a  measure  of  income 

inequality, which is among the highest in the world.

Access to Education and Healthcare

Access to quality education and healthcare remains a 

challenge  for  many  Indonesians,  particularly  those 

living  in  rural  areas  or  belonging  to  lower 

socioeconomic  groups.  The  disparity  in  educational 

attainment  between  urban  and  rural  areas  is 

significant, with rural students facing limited access to 

qualified  teachers  and  adequate  facilities.  Similarly, 

healthcare  services  are  often  concentrated  in  urban 

centers, leaving many rural communities underserved.

The Impact of Socioeconomic Disparities

The socioeconomic  disparities  in  Indonesia  have far-

reaching  consequences  for  the  nation's  development 

and stability. They fuel social unrest, hinder economic 

growth,  and  perpetuate  a  cycle  of  poverty  and 
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inequality.  Addressing  these  disparities  is  crucial  for 

building a more just and equitable society.
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Chapter 1: The Seeds of Revolution

The  Rise  of  Nationalism  and  Anti-Colonial 

Sentiment

The rise of nationalism and anti-colonial sentiment in 

Indonesia was a complex phenomenon with deep roots 

in  the  country's  history  and  culture.  For  centuries, 

Indonesia  had  been  a  patchwork  of  kingdoms  and 

sultanates,  each  with  its  own  unique  identity  and 

traditions.  The  arrival  of  European  colonial  powers, 

beginning  with  the  Portuguese  in  the  16th  century, 

disrupted this delicate balance and sowed the seeds of 

discontent among the Indonesian people.

The  Dutch,  who  eventually  established  a  dominant 

position in Indonesia,  pursued a policy of divide and 

rule,  exploiting  ethnic  and  religious  differences  to 

maintain  their  control.  This  divide-and-rule  strategy 

bred resentment and a growing sense of national unity 

among Indonesians from all walks of life.
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The early 20th century saw the emergence of  a  new 

generation  of  Indonesian  intellectuals  and  activists 

who were inspired by nationalist movements in other 

parts  of  Asia  and Africa.  These  individuals,  many of 

whom  had  studied  abroad  in  Europe,  returned  to 

Indonesia  with  a  burning  desire  to  liberate  their 

homeland from colonial rule.

One of the most influential  figures in the Indonesian 

nationalist movement was Sukarno, a charismatic and 

visionary leader who would later become the country's 

first  president.  Sukarno's  speeches  and  writings 

electrified  the  Indonesian  people,  awakening  their 

national consciousness and inspiring them to dream of 

a free and independent Indonesia.

The  Japanese  occupation  of  Indonesia  during  World 

War  II  further  fueled  the  rise  of  nationalism.  The 

Japanese  initially  promised  to  grant  Indonesia 

independence, but their occupation soon proved to be 

as  oppressive  as  that  of  the  Dutch.  However,  the 
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Japanese  occupation  also  created  opportunities  for 

Indonesians to organize and mobilize against colonial 

rule.

By  the  end  of  the  war,  the  Indonesian  people  were 

more determined than ever to achieve independence. 

The rise of nationalism and anti-colonial sentiment had 

created  a  powerful  force  for  change  that  would 

ultimately lead to the birth of a new nation.
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Chapter 1: The Seeds of Revolution

The Role of the Indonesian Communist Party 

(PKI

The Indonesian Communist Party (PKI) played a pivotal 

role in shaping the political landscape of Indonesia in 

the lead-up to the rise of Suharto. Founded in 1920, the 

PKI  quickly  became  a  formidable  force  in  the 

nationalist  movement against  Dutch colonial  rule.  Its 

strong  organizational  structure  and  commitment  to 

social  justice  attracted  a  large  following  among  the 

peasantry and urban working class.

The PKI's Rise to Power

After Indonesia gained independence in 1945, the PKI 

emerged  as  a  major  political  party,  participating  in 

several  coalition  governments.  Its  popularity  soared 

under the leadership of D.N. Aidit,  a charismatic and 

skilled orator who advocated for land reform, workers' 

rights,  and  an  end  to  foreign  imperialism.  The  PKI's 
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strength was particularly evident in Central and East 

Java,  where  it  had  a  strong  base  of  support  among 

agricultural laborers and plantation workers.

PKI's  Involvement  in  the  30th  of  September 

Movement

The  PKI's  growing  influence  and  its  close  ties  to 

President  Sukarno  alarmed  the  military  and  other 

conservative  elements  within  the  Indonesian 

government.  In  1965,  a  group  of  military  officers, 

fearing  a  communist  takeover,  launched  a  coup 

attempt known as  the 30th of  September Movement. 

The  PKI  was  accused  of  masterminding  the  coup, 

although  the  extent  of  its  involvement  remains  a 

subject of debate.

The Aftermath and Legacy of the PKI

The aftermath of the 30th of September Movement was 

devastating for the PKI.  The military, led by Suharto, 

crushed  the  coup  and  launched  a  brutal  anti-
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communist purge. Hundreds of thousands of suspected 

communists  and  their  sympathizers  were  killed, 

imprisoned, or forced into hiding. The PKI was banned, 

and its leaders were either executed or exiled.

The PKI's demise marked a turning point in Indonesian 

history.  It  paved the way for Suharto's rise to power 

and the establishment of the New Order regime, which 

ruled  Indonesia  with  an  iron  fist  for  over  three 

decades. The legacy of the PKI remains a contentious 

issue in Indonesian politics, with some arguing that the 

party  was  a  legitimate  political  force,  while  others 

condemn its role in the 30th of September Movement.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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