
The Dark Shadow Over Asia

Introduction

The world is changing at an unprecedented pace. The 

old order is crumbling, and a new one is struggling to 

be  born.  In  this  time  of  uncertainty,  it  is  more 

important than ever to understand the forces that are 

shaping our world.

The Dark Shadow Over Asia is a book that examines 

the major challenges facing the United States and the 

world in the 21st century. From the rise of China to the 

threat of climate change, from the spread of terrorism 

to the erosion of  democracy,  The Dark Shadow Over 

Asia provides a clear-eyed assessment of the challenges 

we face.

But The Dark Shadow Over Asia is  more than just  a 

litany of problems. It is also a book of hope. It argues 
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that  the  United  States  and  the  world  can  overcome 

these challenges and build a better future. But to do so, 

we must first understand the nature of the challenges 

we face.

In the chapters that follow, The Dark Shadow Over Asia 

examines the major issues facing the United States and 

the  world  today.  These  issues  are  complex  and 

interconnected, and there are no easy solutions. But by 

understanding the challenges we face, we can begin to 

develop the solutions we need.

The Dark Shadow Over Asia is a book for anyone who 

wants to understand the world we live in. It is a book 

for anyone who cares about the future of the United 

States  and  the  world.  It  is  a  book  for  anyone  who 

believes that we can build a better future.
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Book Description

The Dark Shadow Over Asia is a book that examines 

the major challenges facing the United States and the 

world in the 21st century. From the rise of China to the 

threat of climate change, from the spread of terrorism 

to the erosion of  democracy,  The Dark Shadow Over 

Asia provides a clear-eyed assessment of the challenges 

we face.

But The Dark Shadow Over Asia is  more than just  a 

litany of problems. It is also a book of hope. It argues 

that  the  United  States  and  the  world  can  overcome 

these challenges and build a better future. But to do so, 

we must first understand the nature of the challenges 

we face.

In the chapters that follow, The Dark Shadow Over Asia 

examines the major issues facing the United States and 

the  world  today.  These  issues  are  complex  and 

interconnected, and there are no easy solutions. But by 
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understanding the challenges we face, we can begin to 

develop the solutions we need.

The Dark Shadow Over Asia is a book for anyone who 

wants to understand the world we live in. It is a book 

for anyone who cares about the future of the United 

States  and  the  world.  It  is  a  book  for  anyone  who 

believes that we can build a better future.

Pasquale De Marco is a leading expert on international 

affairs.  He has  written extensively  on the  challenges 

facing the United States and the world, and his work 

has  been  published  in  major  newspapers  and 

magazines around the world. Pasquale De Marco is a 

sought-after  speaker  on  international  affairs,  and  he 

has lectured at universities and think tanks around the 

world.

Pasquale  De  Marco  holds  a  PhD  in  international 

relations  from the  University  of  Oxford,  and he  is  a 

professor of international relations at the University of 

California, Berkeley. He is the author of several books 
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on  international  affairs,  including  The  Dark  Shadow 

Over Asia.
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Chapter 1: The Shadow of Empire

The Rise of American Power in Asia

The United States has been a major power in Asia for 

over a century. In the 19th century, the US acquired the 

Philippines, Guam, and Hawaii, and it played a major 

role  in  the  Boxer  Rebellion  in  China.  In  the  20th 

century, the US fought in the Spanish-American War, 

the First World War, the Second World War, and the 

Korean War.  The US also played a major role in the 

Cold  War,  and  it  supported  anti-communist  regimes 

throughout Asia.

After the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, the US 

became  the  sole  superpower  in  Asia.  The  US  has 

continued to maintain a strong military presence in the 

region,  and  it  has  played  a  major  role  in  regional 

security issues, such as the Taiwan Strait crisis and the 

North Korean nuclear crisis. The US has also promoted 
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economic  integration  in  Asia,  and  it  has  signed  free 

trade agreements with several countries in the region.

The rise of American power in Asia has had a profound 

impact on the region.  The US has helped to promote 

economic growth and stability in Asia, but it has also 

been  criticized  for  its  military  interventions  and  its 

support  for  authoritarian  regimes.  The  US  has  also 

been  accused  of  hypocrisy,  as  it  has  often  criticized 

other  countries  for  human  rights  abuses  while 

committing similar abuses itself.

Despite these criticisms, the US remains a major power 

in Asia. The US has a strong military presence in the 

region, and it has close economic ties with many Asian 

countries.  The  US  is  also  a  major  player  in  regional 

security issues, and it is likely to remain a major force 

in Asia for many years to come.
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Chapter 1: The Shadow of Empire

The Colonial Legacy and Its Impact

The  legacy  of  colonialism  continues  to  cast  a  long 

shadow  over  Asia.  The  arbitrary  borders  drawn  by 

European powers during the colonial era have led to 

decades  of  conflict  and  instability.  The  economic 

exploitation of Asia by colonial powers has left a legacy 

of poverty and underdevelopment. And the social and 

cultural  divisions  sown  by  colonialism  continue  to 

haunt the region today.

One of the most visible legacies of  colonialism is  the 

division of Asia into nation-states. These nation-states 

were  often  created  with  little  regard  for  the  ethnic, 

religious,  or  linguistic  diversity  of  the  region.  As  a 

result, many Asian countries are plagued by ethnic and 

religious conflict.

For example, the partition of India in 1947 led to the 

creation of two new nation-states: India and Pakistan. 
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The partition was accompanied by widespread violence 

and the displacement of millions of people. The conflict 

between India and Pakistan has continued to simmer 

for decades, and it has led to several wars.

Another  legacy  of  colonialism  is  the  economic 

exploitation of Asia. During the colonial era, European 

powers plundered Asia's  resources and used them to 

fuel their own economic growth. This exploitation left 

many  Asian  countries  impoverished  and 

underdeveloped.

For example, the British East India Company exploited 

India's resources for over a century. The company took 

control of India's trade, agriculture, and industry. This 

led  to  a  decline  in  India's  economy  and  a  rise  in 

poverty.

The social and cultural divisions sown by colonialism 

also  continue  to  haunt  Asia  today.  Colonial  powers 

often  divided  Asian  societies  along  ethnic,  religious, 
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and  class  lines.  This  division  has  led  to  social  and 

cultural conflict in many Asian countries.

For  example,  the  British  divided  Indian  society  into 

Hindus  and  Muslims.  This  division  led  to  communal 

violence and the eventual partition of India.

The colonial legacy is a complex and multifaceted issue. 

It  has  had  a  profound  impact  on  Asia's  political, 

economic,  and  social  development.  The  legacy  of 

colonialism  continues  to  shape  Asia  today,  and  it  is 

likely to continue to do so for many years to come.
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Chapter 1: The Shadow of Empire

The Cold War and Proxy Conflicts

The  Cold  War  was  a  period  of  geopolitical  tension 

between the United States  and the Soviet  Union and 

their  respective  allies.  The  conflict  was  primarily 

ideological,  with  the  United  States  representing 

capitalism  and  democracy  and  the  Soviet  Union 

representing communism and authoritarianism.

One of the main features of the Cold War was the use of 

proxy conflicts. These were wars fought between two 

or more countries that were supported by the United 

States and the Soviet Union. Proxy conflicts allowed the 

superpowers  to  avoid direct  confrontation while  still 

pursuing their strategic objectives.

Some of the most notable proxy conflicts of the Cold 

War include the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and the 

Afghan  War.  In  the  Korean  War,  the  United  States 

supported  South  Korea,  while  the  Soviet  Union 

11



supported North Korea. In the Vietnam War, the United 

States supported South Vietnam, while the Soviet Union 

supported  North  Vietnam.  In  the  Afghan  War,  the 

United  States  supported  the  anti-Soviet  mujahideen, 

while  the  Soviet  Union  supported  the  Afghan 

government.

Proxy  conflicts  had  a  significant  impact  on  the  Cold 

War.  They  allowed  the  superpowers  to  avoid  direct 

confrontation,  but  they  also  led  to  the  deaths  of 

millions of people. Proxy conflicts also contributed to 

the  spread  of  communism  and  authoritarianism 

around the world.

The Cold War ended in 1991 with the collapse of the 

Soviet  Union.  However,  the  legacy  of  the  Cold  War 

continues  to  shape  the  world  today.  Proxy  conflicts 

remain  a  common feature  of  international  relations, 

and the United States and Russia continue to compete 

for influence around the world.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 
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