
Gorgeous Gardens

Introduction

Pasquale De Marco is a passionate gardener with over 

20 years of experience. She has a deep understanding 

of the unique challenges and rewards of gardening in 

the Midwest. In her new book, Gorgeous Gardens, she 

shares her expertise to help you create a beautiful, low-

maintenance  garden  that  will  thrive  in  the  Midwest 

climate.

Gorgeous Gardens is packed with practical advice and 

inspiration. You'll learn how to choose the right plants 

for  your  garden,  prepare  your  soil,  plant  and  water 

your plants, and fertilize and mulch your garden. You'll 

also  find  tips  on  attracting  wildlife  to  your  garden, 

gardening in small spaces, and creating a sustainable 

garden.
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Whether you're a beginner gardener or a seasoned pro, 

Gorgeous Gardens has something for you. Pasquale De 

Marco  writes  in  a  clear  and  concise  style,  and  she 

includes beautiful photographs and illustrations to help 

you visualize her tips and advice.

With  Gorgeous  Gardens,  you'll  be  able  to  create  a 

beautiful,  low-maintenance garden that will  thrive in 

the Midwest climate. You'll enjoy your garden for years 

to come, and you'll be the envy of your neighbors.

So  what  are  you  waiting  for?  Order  your  copy  of 

Gorgeous Gardens today!
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Book Description

Are you tired of your garden looking dull and lifeless? 

Do  you  wish  you  could  have  a  beautiful,  low-

maintenance  garden  that  will  thrive  in  the  Midwest 

climate?

Gorgeous Gardens is the answer! This comprehensive 

guidebook  is  packed  with  practical  advice  and 

inspiration  to  help  you  create  the  garden  of  your 

dreams.

Pasquale De Marco is a passionate gardener with over 

20 years of experience. She has a deep understanding 

of the unique challenges and rewards of gardening in 

the  Midwest.  In  Gorgeous  Gardens,  she  shares  her 

expertise to help you choose the right plants for your 

garden, prepare your soil, plant and water your plants, 

and fertilize and mulch your garden.  You'll  also find 

tips on attracting wildlife to your garden, gardening in 

small spaces, and creating a sustainable garden.
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With  Gorgeous  Gardens,  you'll  be  able  to  create  a 

beautiful,  low-maintenance garden that will  thrive in 

the Midwest climate. You'll enjoy your garden for years 

to come, and you'll be the envy of your neighbors.

So  what  are  you  waiting  for?  Order  your  copy  of 

Gorgeous Gardens today!
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Chapter  1:  The  Midwest  Gardeners' 

Guide

Topic 1: Planning Your Garden

Planning  your  garden  is  the  first  step  to  creating  a 

beautiful,  successful  space.  Here  are  a  few things  to 

consider when planning your garden:

1. What are your goals for your garden? Do you 

want  to  grow vegetables,  flowers,  or  both?  Do 

you want  to  attract  wildlife?  Create  a  relaxing 

space? Once you know what you want to achieve, 

you can start to plan your garden accordingly.

2. What is your climate like? The Midwest has a 

continental climate, with hot summers and cold 

winters. When choosing plants for your garden, 

be sure to select varieties that are hardy in your 

climate zone.

3. How much space do you have? The size of your 

garden will determine how many plants you can 
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grow. If you have a small space, you may want to 

focus on growing vegetables or flowers that grow 

vertically.

4. What  is  your  budget? Gardening  can  be  as 

expensive or as affordable as you want it to be. 

There  are  many  ways  to  save  money  on 

gardening,  such  as  starting  your  own  seeds, 

using recycled materials, and shopping for plants 

on sale.

Once you have considered these factors, you can start 

to create a plan for your garden. Here are a few tips:

 Draw a map of your garden. This will help you 

visualize  your  space  and  plan  where  to  place 

your plants.

 Group plants with similar needs together. For 

example,  group  plants  that  need  full  sun 

together,  and  group  plants  that  need  shade 

together.
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 Consider the height and spread of your plants. 

You don't  want  to  plant  tall  plants  in  front  of 

short plants, or plants that spread out too much 

in front of plants that need more space.

 Add  some  focal  points  to  your  garden. This 

could  be  a  statue,  a  water  feature,  or  even  a 

brightly colored plant. Focal points will help to 

draw the eye and add interest to your garden.

Planning your garden is an important step to creating a 

beautiful, successful space. By taking the time to plan 

your  garden,  you  can  avoid  common  mistakes  and 

create a garden that you will enjoy for years to come.
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Chapter  1:  The  Midwest  Gardeners' 

Guide

Topic 2: Choosing the Right Plants

When choosing plants for your Midwest garden, there 

are a few things to keep in mind.  First,  consider the 

climate. The Midwest has a humid continental climate, 

with  hot,  humid  summers  and  cold,  snowy  winters. 

Choose plants that are tolerant of these conditions.

Second,  think  about  the  amount  of  sunlight  your 

garden  gets.  Most  plants  need  at  least  six  hours  of 

sunlight per day, but some can tolerate more or less. If 

your garden is shady, choose plants that can tolerate 

low light conditions.

Third, consider the soil conditions in your garden. The 

Midwest has a variety of soil types, from sandy to clay. 

Choose plants that are adapted to the soil conditions in 

your garden.
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Finally, think about the size and shape of your garden. 

Choose plants that will fit well in the space you have 

available.

Here are a few tips for choosing the right plants for 

your Midwest garden:

 Start  by  doing  some  research.  There  are  a 

number  of  resources  available  to  help  you 

choose plants that are right for your climate and 

soil conditions.

 Talk to a local nursery or garden center. The staff 

can help you choose plants that are well-suited to 

your garden.

 Visit a botanical garden or arboretum. This is a 

great way to see a variety of plants and get ideas 

for your own garden.

 Once you've chosen your plants, be sure to plant 

them properly.  This will  help them get off to a 

good start and thrive in your garden.
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 Chapter 1: The Midwest Gardeners' 

Guide

 Topic 3: Preparing Your Soil

If you want your Midwest garden to thrive, it's essential 

to start with healthy soil. Soil is the foundation of your 

garden, and it provides nutrients, water, and support 

for your plants. By taking the time to prepare your soil 

properly,  you  can  give  your  plants  the  best  possible 

start and help them reach their full potential.

Here are a few tips for preparing your soil:

1. Test your soil. Before you amend your soil, it's 

important  to  test  it  to  see  what  nutrients  it's 

lacking. You can do this by sending a soil sample 

to a local testing lab. The lab will analyze your 

soil  and send you a report  that  tells  you what 

nutrients are deficient.

2. Amend  your  soil. Once  you  know  what 

nutrients your soil is lacking, you can amend it to 
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add those nutrients.  There are a variety of soil 

amendments  available,  including  compost, 

manure,  and  fertilizer.  Choose  an  amendment 

that  is  appropriate  for  your  soil  type  and  the 

plants you're growing.

3. Improve drainage. If your soil is compacted or 

doesn't drain well, you can improve drainage by 

adding organic matter, such as compost or peat 

moss. Organic matter will help to loosen the soil 

and allow water to drain more easily.

4. Raise your beds. If your soil is poorly drained or 

if you want to extend your growing season, you 

can  raise  your  beds.  Raised  beds  are  elevated 

above  the  ground,  which  helps  to  improve 

drainage and warm the soil faster in the spring.

By following these tips, you can prepare your soil for a 

successful growing season. Healthy soil will help your 

plants grow strong and healthy,  and it  will  also help 

you to reduce pests and diseases.

11



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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