
Second Look: The American Left

Introduction

The New Left was a social and political movement that 

emerged  in  the  United  States  in  the  1960s.  It  was  a 

response to the social and political unrest of the time, 

including the Vietnam War, the civil rights movement, 

and the women's liberation movement. The New Left 

was  a  diverse  movement,  with  a  wide  range  of 

ideologies  and  goals.  However,  its  members  were 

united  by  a  common  belief  in  the  need  for  social 

change.

The  New Left  had  a  significant  impact  on  American 

society.  It  helped  to  raise  awareness  of  social  and 

political  issues,  and  it  played  a  role  in  shaping  the 

policies of the government. The New Left also helped to 

create  a  new  generation  of  activists  who  would 

continue to fight for social justice in the years to come.
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In recent years, there has been a renewed interest in 

the New Left.  This  is  due in  part  to  the rise  of  new 

social  movements,  such  as  the  Occupy  Wall  Street 

movement  and  the  Black  Lives  Matter  movement. 

These  movements  have  drawn  inspiration  from  the 

New Left, and they have helped to revive interest in the 

ideas and goals of that era.

The New Left is a complex and multifaceted movement. 

Its history is still being debated and revised. However, 

there is no doubt that the New Left had a significant 

impact  on  American  society.  Its  legacy  continues  to 

inspire activists today.

The New Left was a response to the social and political 

unrest of the 1960s. The Vietnam War, the civil rights 

movement,  and  the  women's  liberation  movement 

were all major factors in the rise of the New Left. These 

movements  helped  to  create  a  new  generation  of 

activists who were committed to social change.
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The New Left  was a diverse movement,  with a wide 

range of  ideologies  and goals.  Some members  of  the 

New Left were socialists, while others were anarchists. 

Some were pacifists, while others believed in violence 

as  a  means  of  achieving  social  change.  However,  all 

members of the New Left shared a common belief in 

the need for social justice.

The  New Left  had  a  significant  impact  on  American 

society.  It  helped  to  raise  awareness  of  social  and 

political  issues,  and  it  played  a  role  in  shaping  the 

policies of the government. The New Left also helped to 

create  a  new  generation  of  activists  who  would 

continue to fight for social justice in the years to come.

In recent years, there has been a renewed interest in 

the New Left.  This  is  due in  part  to  the rise  of  new 

social  movements,  such  as  the  Occupy  Wall  Street 

movement  and  the  Black  Lives  Matter  movement. 

These  movements  have  drawn  inspiration  from  the 
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New Left, and they have helped to revive interest in the 

ideas and goals of that era.

The New Left is a complex and multifaceted movement. 

Its history is still being debated and revised. However, 

there is no doubt that the New Left had a significant 

impact  on  American  society.  Its  legacy  continues  to 

inspire activists today.
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Book Description

The New Left was a social and political movement that 

emerged  in  the  United  States  in  the  1960s.  It  was  a 

response to the social and political unrest of the time, 

including the Vietnam War, the civil rights movement, 

and the women's liberation movement. The New Left 

was  a  diverse  movement,  with  a  wide  range  of 

ideologies  and  goals.  However,  its  members  were 

united  by  a  common  belief  in  the  need  for  social 

change.

The  New Left  had  a  significant  impact  on  American 

society.  It  helped  to  raise  awareness  of  social  and 

political  issues,  and  it  played  a  role  in  shaping  the 

policies of the government. The New Left also helped to 

create  a  new  generation  of  activists  who  would 

continue to fight for social justice in the years to come.

In recent years, there has been a renewed interest in 

the New Left.  This  is  due in  part  to  the rise  of  new 
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social  movements,  such  as  the  Occupy  Wall  Street 

movement  and  the  Black  Lives  Matter  movement. 

These  movements  have  drawn  inspiration  from  the 

New Left, and they have helped to revive interest in the 

ideas and goals of that era.

Second  Look:  The  American  Left examines  the 

history of the New Left, its impact on American society, 

and its legacy for today's activists. This book is essential 

reading for anyone who wants to understand the roots 

of the modern American left.

Pasquale  De  Marco is  a  historian  who  has  written 

extensively  about  the  New  Left.  He  is  the  author  of 

several books, including The New Left: A History and 

The Legacy of the New Left.

Second  Look:  The  American  Left is  a  valuable 

resource for students, scholars, and activists who are 

interested in the history of the American left. This book 

provides a comprehensive overview of the New Left, its 
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impact on American society, and its legacy for today's 

activists. 

7



Chapter 1: The Rise of the New Left

The Origins of Student Activism

The New Left emerged in the United States in the 1960s 

as a response to the social and political unrest of the 

time. The Vietnam War, the civil rights movement, and 

the  women's  liberation  movement  were  all  major 

factors in the rise of the New Left. However, the origins 

of  student  activism  can  be  traced  back  to  the  early 

1900s.

In the early 1900s, students at universities across the 

United  States  began  to  organize  to  fight  for  social 

justice. They protested against child labor, poverty, and 

the lack of access to education for all Americans. In the 

1930s,  students  played  a  major  role  in  the  labor 

movement and the fight against fascism.

In the 1960s, the student activism movement reached 

its peak. Students across the country protested against 

the Vietnam War, the civil  rights movement, and the 
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women's  liberation  movement.  They  also  protested 

against the establishment and the status quo.

The  student  activism  movement  of  the  1960s  was  a 

major  force  for  social  change.  It  helped  to  raise 

awareness of social and political issues, and it played a 

role  in  shaping  the  policies  of  the  government.  The 

student activism movement also helped to create a new 

generation of activists who would continue to fight for 

social justice in the years to come.

The New Left  was a diverse movement,  with a wide 

range of  ideologies  and goals.  Some members  of  the 

New Left were socialists, while others were anarchists. 

Some were pacifists, while others believed in violence 

as  a  means  of  achieving  social  change.  However,  all 

members of the New Left shared a common belief in 

the need for social justice.

The  New Left  had  a  significant  impact  on  American 

society.  It  helped  to  raise  awareness  of  social  and 

political  issues,  and  it  played  a  role  in  shaping  the 
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policies of the government. The New Left also helped to 

create  a  new  generation  of  activists  who  would 

continue to fight for social justice in the years to come.

In recent years, there has been a renewed interest in 

the New Left.  This  is  due in  part  to  the rise  of  new 

social  movements,  such  as  the  Occupy  Wall  Street 

movement  and  the  Black  Lives  Matter  movement. 

These  movements  have  drawn  inspiration  from  the 

New Left, and they have helped to revive interest in the 

ideas and goals of that era.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of the New Left

The Port Huron Statement

The  Port  Huron  Statement  was  a  manifesto  of  the 

Students  for  a  Democratic  Society  (SDS),  a  New  Left 

organization  founded  in  1960.  The  statement  was 

written by Tom Hayden and was adopted by SDS at its 

founding convention in Port Huron, Michigan. The Port 

Huron Statement was a call for a new kind of politics, 

one  that  was  based  on  participatory  democracy  and 

social justice.

The Port Huron Statement began with a critique of the 

existing political system. The authors argued that the 

system was dominated by a small number of wealthy 

individuals  and  corporations,  and  that  it  was 

unresponsive  to  the  needs  of  the  majority  of 

Americans. They also argued that the system was based 

on violence and exploitation, and that it was leading to 

the destruction of the environment.
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The authors of the Port Huron Statement called for a 

new  kind  of  politics,  one  that  was  based  on 

participatory  democracy  and  social  justice.  They 

argued  that  everyone  should  have  a  voice  in 

government, and that decisions should be made in the 

interests  of  the  majority.  They  also  argued  that  the 

government should be used to promote social  justice 

and equality.

The Port Huron Statement was a radical document for 

its time. It called for a fundamental change in the way 

that  society  was  organized.  The  statement  was 

influential in the development of the New Left, and it 

continues to inspire activists today.

The Port Huron Statement had a profound impact on 

the New Left. It helped to shape the movement's goals 

and  values,  and  it  inspired  a  generation  of  young 

people  to  become  involved  in  social  and  political 

activism.  The  statement's  call  for  participatory 

12



democracy  and  social  justice  continues  to  resonate 

with activists today.

The  Port  Huron  Statement  is  a  complex  and 

multifaceted document. It reflects the idealism and the 

radicalism of the New Left. The statement is a valuable 

historical document, and it continues to be a source of 

inspiration for activists today.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of the New Left

The Free Speech Movement

The  Free  Speech  Movement  was  a  series  of  student 

protests that took place at the University of California, 

Berkeley, in 1964 and 1965. The protests were sparked 

by the university's attempt to ban political speech on 

campus.  The  students  argued  that  the  ban  violated 

their  First  Amendment  rights,  and  they  organized  a 

series of demonstrations and rallies to protest the ban.

The Free Speech Movement was a major turning point 

in the history of student activism in the United States. It 

helped to  raise  awareness  of  the  importance  of  free 

speech, and it inspired students across the country to 

protest against the Vietnam War and other issues.

The Free Speech Movement began in September 1964, 

when  the  university  administration  banned  political 

speech on campus. The ban was in response to a series 

of  protests  against  the  Vietnam  War.  The  students 
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argued  that  the  ban  violated  their  First  Amendment 

rights, and they organized a series of demonstrations 

and rallies to protest the ban.

The protests were led by a group of students called the 

Free  Speech Movement  Coordinating  Committee.  The 

committee was made up of students from a variety of 

backgrounds,  and  it  included  both  liberals  and 

conservatives.  The  committee  organized  a  series  of 

protests  and  rallies,  and  it  also  worked  to  raise 

awareness of the issue of free speech.

The  protests  were  met  with  resistance  from  the 

university administration. The administration arrested 

several students and suspended others.  However,  the 

students refused to give up. They continued to protest, 

and they eventually forced the administration to lift the 

ban on political speech.

The  Free  Speech Movement  was  a  major  victory  for 

student  activists.  It  helped to  raise  awareness  of  the 

importance  of  free  speech,  and  it  inspired  students 
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across the country to protest against the Vietnam War 

and other issues. The movement also helped to create a 

new  generation  of  student  activists  who  would 

continue to fight for social justice in the years to come.

The Free Speech Movement was a watershed moment 

in the history of student activism in the United States. It 

helped to  raise  awareness  of  the  importance  of  free 

speech, and it inspired students across the country to 

protest against the Vietnam War and other issues. The 

movement also helped to create a new generation of 

student activists who would continue to fight for social 

justice in the years to come.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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