
Citizens'  Assembly:  Democracy  in  the 

Modern World

Introduction

This book is about the future of democracy. It is a time 

of  great  change  and  uncertainty,  and  the  challenges 

facing democracy are more complex than ever before. 

But it is also a time of great opportunity, and there are 

many  reasons  to  be  hopeful  about  the  future  of 

democracy.

One  of  the  most  important  challenges  facing 

democracy today is the decline in trust in government. 

People  are  increasingly  skeptical  of  politicians  and 

institutions,  and  they  feel  that  their  voices  are  not 

being heard. This decline in trust is a serious threat to 

democracy,  because  it  makes  it  difficult  for 

governments to function effectively.
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Another  challenge  facing  democracy  is  the  rise  of 

populism.  Populist  leaders  often  appeal  to  people's 

fears and prejudices, and they offer simple solutions to 

complex  problems.  This  can  be  very  appealing  to 

people  who  are  feeling  frustrated  and  left  behind. 

However,  populism  can  also  lead  to  division  and 

conflict, and it can undermine democratic institutions.

The impact  of  social  media on democracy is  another 

major concern. Social media can be a powerful tool for 

connecting people and sharing information. However, 

it  can  also  be  used  to  spread  misinformation  and 

propaganda.  This  can  make  it  difficult  for  people  to 

make informed decisions about the issues that  affect 

their lives.

The challenges facing democracy are real, but they are 

not insurmountable. There are many people who are 

working to strengthen democracy and to make it more 

responsive to the needs of the people.  This book is a 

call  to  action for  all  who believe in  democracy.  It  is 
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time for us to come together and work to build a better 

future for democracy.

Democracy  is  not  a  spectator  sport.  It  requires  the 

active  participation  of  all  citizens.  We  must  be 

informed  about  the  issues,  and  we  must  make  our 

voices heard. We must be willing to compromise and 

work  together  to  find  solutions  to  the  problems  we 

face.

The future of democracy depends on us. Let us work 

together to build a better future for all.
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Book Description

Citizens'  Assembly:  Democracy  in  the  Modern 

World is a comprehensive guide to the challenges and 

opportunities  facing  democracy  in  the  21st  century. 

This book provides a detailed overview of the state of 

democracy  today,  including  the  decline  in  trust  in 

government,  the  rise  of  populism,  and the impact  of 

social media.

Citizens' Assembly also explores the potential of new 

and innovative democratic practices, such as citizens' 

assemblies, deliberative democracy, and participatory 

budgeting.  These  practices  offer  the  potential  to 

revitalize democracy and make it more responsive to 

the needs of the people.

In  addition  to  providing  a  theoretical  overview  of 

democratic  theory  and  practice,  Citizens'  Assembly 

also  includes  a  number  of  case  studies  of  successful 

democratic  innovations.  These  case  studies  provide 
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concrete examples of how these practices can be used 

to improve democracy in the real world.

Citizens'  Assembly is  an  essential  read  for  anyone 

who is interested in the future of democracy. This book 

provides  a  clear-eyed  assessment  of  the  challenges 

facing democracy, but it also offers a hopeful vision for 

the future. Citizens' Assembly is a call to action for all 

who believe in  democracy.  It  is  time for  us  to  come 

together  and  work  to  build  a  better  future  for 

democracy.

Pasquale De Marco is a leading expert on democracy 

and  democratic  innovation.  Pasquale  De  Marco  has 

written extensively on the topics of citizens' assemblies, 

deliberative  democracy,  and  participatory  budgeting. 

Pasquale De Marco is also the founder of the Center for 

Democratic Innovation, a non-profit organization that 

works  to  promote democratic  innovation around the 

world. 
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Chapter 1: The State of Democracy

Topic 1: Declining trust in government

Trust  in  government  is  essential  for  a  healthy 

democracy. When citizens trust their government, they 

are more likely to participate in the political process, 

obey the  law,  and feel  a  sense  of  belonging  to  their 

community.  However,  trust  in  government  has  been 

declining in recent years, both in the United States and 

around the world.

There are a number of factors that have contributed to 

this  decline  in  trust.  One  factor  is  the  increasing 

polarization of  politics.  In  the  United States,  the  two 

major  political  parties  have  become  increasingly 

divided on a range of issues, and this division has made 

it difficult for the government to find common ground 

and pass legislation.

Another factor that has contributed to the decline in 

trust in government is the rise of social media. Social 
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media  has  made  it  easier  for  people  to  spread 

misinformation and propaganda, and this has made it 

difficult for people to know what is true and what is 

not.

The  decline  in  trust  in  government  is  a  serious 

problem, and it is one that needs to be addressed. If we 

want  to  have  a  healthy  democracy,  we  need to  find 

ways to rebuild trust in government.

One way to rebuild trust in government is to make the 

government more transparent and accountable. People 

need to know what their government is doing and why, 

and they need to have a say in how their government is 

run. Another way to rebuild trust in government is to 

make the government more responsive to the needs of 

the people. People need to feel like their government is 

listening  to  them  and  working  to  address  their 

concerns.

Rebuilding trust in government will not be easy, but it 

is essential for the health of our democracy. We need to 
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work together to find ways to make our government 

more transparent, accountable, and responsive.

8



Chapter 1: The State of Democracy

Topic 2: The rise of populism

Populism  is  a  political  ideology  that  emphasizes  the 

importance  of  the  common  person.  Populist  leaders 

often appeal to people's fears and prejudices, and they 

offer simple solutions to complex problems. This can be 

very  appealing  to  people  who  are  feeling  frustrated 

and left behind.

The rise of populism is a major challenge to democracy. 

Populist  leaders  often  undermine  democratic 

institutions and norms. They may attack the media, the 

judiciary,  and  other  independent  institutions.  They 

may  also  try  to  silence  their  critics  and  suppress 

dissent.

Populism can also lead to division and conflict. Populist 

leaders  often  scapegoat  minority  groups  and  blame 

them for the problems facing society. This can create a 
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climate of fear and distrust, and it can make it difficult 

for people to work together to solve common problems.

The rise of populism is a serious threat to democracy. It 

is important to understand the causes of populism and 

to develop strategies to combat it.

One of the causes of populism is economic inequality. 

When people feel that they are not getting a fair share 

of the economic pie, they may be more likely to support 

populist  leaders  who  promise  to  fight  for  their 

interests.

Another cause of populism is political alienation. When 

people  feel  that  they  are  not  being  heard  by  the 

political  system,  they may be  more likely  to  support 

populist leaders who promise to give them a voice.

There  are  a  number  of  things  that  can  be  done  to 

combat populism. One important step is to address the 

economic  inequality  that  is  often  a  root  cause  of 

populism.  Another  important  step  is  to  strengthen 
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democratic  institutions  and  norms.  This  includes 

protecting  the  media,  the  judiciary,  and  other 

independent  institutions.  It  also  includes  promoting 

civic education and encouraging people to participate 

in the political process.

The  rise  of  populism  is  a  challenge,  but  it  is  not 

insurmountable. By working together, we can build a 

more  just  and  equitable  society  that  is  resistant  to 

populism.
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Chapter 1: The State of Democracy

Topic  3:  The  impact  of  social  media  on 

democracy

Social  media  has  become  an  increasingly  important 

part  of  our  lives.  We  use  it  to  stay  connected  with 

friends and family, to get news and information, and to 

express our opinions. But what is the impact of social 

media on democracy?

Some people argue that social media is a positive force 

for  democracy.  They say that  it  gives  people  a  voice 

who would not otherwise be heard, and that it helps to 

hold  those  in  power  accountable.  Others  argue  that 

social  media is  a negative force for democracy.  They 

say  that  it  spreads  misinformation  and  propaganda, 

and that it can be used to manipulate public opinion.

There  is  no  doubt  that  social  media  can  be  used  to 

spread  misinformation  and  propaganda.  This  is  a 

serious  problem,  as  it  can  lead  people  to  make 
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decisions based on false information. Social media can 

also be used to manipulate public opinion. This can be 

done  by  using  targeted  advertising  to  reach  specific 

groups  of  people,  or  by  using  bots  to  spread  false 

information.

However, social media can also be a positive force for 

democracy.  It  gives  people  a  voice  who  would  not 

otherwise  be  heard.  This  is  especially  important  in 

countries  where  there  is  limited  freedom  of  speech. 

Social media can also be used to hold those in power 

accountable.  For  example,  social  media  was  used  to 

organize the Arab Spring uprisings.

Overall,  the  impact  of  social  media  on  democracy  is 

complex. There are both positive and negative effects. 

It  is  important  to  be  aware  of  both  the  risks  and 

benefits of social media so that we can use it in a way 

that is beneficial to democracy.

Here are some specific examples of how social media 

has been used to promote democracy:
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 In  the  United States,  social  media  was  used to 

organize  the  Tea  Party  movement  and  the 

Occupy Wall Street movement.

 In Egypt, social media was used to organize the 

Arab Spring uprising.

 In Tunisia, social media was used to organize the 

Jasmine Revolution.

These are just a few examples of how social media has 

been used to promote democracy. Social media can be 

a powerful tool for good, but it is important to be aware 

of the risks as well.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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