
The Unseen Jungle

Introduction

The  Congo  rainforest  is  one  of  the  most  biodiverse 

places on Earth, home to an incredible array of plants, 

animals, and indigenous cultures. It is also one of the 

most  threatened,  facing  deforestation,  poaching,  and 

the effects of climate change.

In The Unseen Jungle, Pasquale De Marco takes us on a 

journey  through  this  vast  and  complex  ecosystem, 

exploring its natural wonders, its human inhabitants, 

and  the  challenges  it  faces.  Drawing  on  years  of 

experience living and working in the Congo, Pasquale 

De Marco provides a unique and insightful perspective 

on this extraordinary place.

From the towering trees of the rainforest canopy to the 

teeming waters of the Congo River, The Unseen Jungle 
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reveals  the  incredible  diversity  of  life  that  calls  the 

Congo  home.  We  meet  gorillas,  chimpanzees, 

elephants, and lions, as well as a host of other creatures 

that  make  this  ecosystem  so  unique.  We  also  learn 

about the indigenous peoples of the Congo, who have 

lived in harmony with the rainforest for centuries.

But  the  Congo  rainforest  is  also  facing  a  number  of 

threats.  Deforestation,  poaching,  and  climate  change 

are all taking a toll on this fragile ecosystem. Pasquale 

De Marco explores these threats in detail, and he calls 

on us all to do our part to protect the Congo rainforest 

for future generations.

The Unseen Jungle is a beautifully written and deeply 

informative book that will  appeal to anyone with an 

interest in the natural world, conservation, or African 

culture. It is a must-read for anyone who cares about 

the future of our planet.
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Book Description

The  Unseen  Jungle  is  a  journey  through  the  Congo 

rainforest, one of the most biodiverse places on Earth. 

Author  Pasquale  De  Marco  takes  us  on  a  journey 

through this vast and complex ecosystem, exploring its 

natural  wonders,  its  human  inhabitants,  and  the 

challenges it faces.

Drawing on years of experience living and working in 

the Congo, Pasquale De Marco provides a unique and 

insightful  perspective  on  this  extraordinary  place. 

From the towering trees of the rainforest canopy to the 

teeming waters of the Congo River, The Unseen Jungle 

reveals  the  incredible  diversity  of  life  that  calls  the 

Congo home.

We meet gorillas, chimpanzees, elephants, and lions, as 

well  as  a  host  of  other  creatures  that  make  this 

ecosystem  so  unique.  We  also  learn  about  the 
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indigenous  peoples  of  the  Congo,  who  have  lived  in 

harmony with the rainforest for centuries.

But  the  Congo  rainforest  is  also  facing  a  number  of 

threats.  Deforestation,  poaching,  and  climate  change 

are all taking a toll on this fragile ecosystem. Pasquale 

De Marco explores these threats in detail, and he calls 

on us all to do our part to protect the Congo rainforest 

for future generations.

The Unseen Jungle is a beautifully written and deeply 

informative book that will  appeal to anyone with an 

interest in the natural world, conservation, or African 

culture. It is a must-read for anyone who cares about 

the future of our planet.

4



Chapter 1: The Heart of the Jungle

The lush vegetation of the Congo rainforest

The Congo rainforest is the second largest rainforest in 

the world, covering an area of over 1.7 million square 

kilometers. It is home to an incredible diversity of plant 

life, with over 10,000 species of trees, shrubs, and other 

plants. The rainforest is also home to a wide variety of 

animals,  including  gorillas,  chimpanzees,  elephants, 

and lions.

The lush vegetation of the Congo rainforest is a vital 

part  of  the  ecosystem.  The  trees  and  other  plants 

provide food and shelter for the animals that live in the 

rainforest. They also help to regulate the climate and 

provide oxygen for the planet.

The  Congo  rainforest  is  under  threat  from 

deforestation,  climate  change,  and  other  human 

activities. It is important to protect the rainforest and 
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its  biodiversity  for  the  benefit  of  both  humans  and 

animals.

* The importance of the Congo rainforest

The  Congo  rainforest  is  one  of  the  most  important 

ecosystems on Earth. It is a vital source of food, water, 

and shelter for the people who live in the region. The 

rainforest  also  helps  to  regulate  the  climate  and 

provides oxygen for the planet.

The  Congo  rainforest  is  home  to  a  wide  variety  of 

plants and animals.  Many of these species are found 

nowhere else  on Earth.  The rainforest  is  also  a  vital 

habitat for endangered species, such as the gorilla and 

the chimpanzee.

The  Congo  rainforest  is  under  threat  from 

deforestation,  climate  change,  and  other  human 

activities. It is important to protect the rainforest and 

its  biodiversity  for  the  benefit  of  both  humans  and 

animals.
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* The challenges facing the Congo rainforest

The Congo rainforest is facing a number of challenges, 

including deforestation, climate change, and poaching.

Deforestation is the clearing of forests for other uses, 

such as agriculture or logging. Deforestation is a major 

threat to the Congo rainforest, as it destroys the habitat 

of  the  animals  that  live  there.  It  also  contributes  to 

climate change,  as  trees  absorb carbon dioxide from 

the atmosphere.

Climate change is  another major threat to the Congo 

rainforest.  The rainforest  is  already experiencing the 

effects of climate change, such as rising temperatures 

and  changes  in  rainfall  patterns.  These  changes  are 

causing  the  rainforest  to  lose  trees  and  other 

vegetation.

Poaching is the illegal hunting of animals for their meat 

or  fur.  Poaching  is  a  major  threat  to  the  Congo 
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rainforest,  as  it  can  lead  to  the  extinction  of 

endangered species.

* The need to protect the Congo rainforest

It is important to protect the Congo rainforest for the 

benefit of both humans and animals. The rainforest is a 

vital source of food, water, and shelter for the people 

who  live  in  the  region.  It  also  helps  to  regulate  the 

climate and provides oxygen for the planet.

There  are  a  number  of  things  that  can  be  done  to 

protect the Congo rainforest, including:

 Reducing deforestation

 Reducing climate change

 Stopping poaching

 Supporting sustainable development

* The future of the Congo rainforest

The future  of  the  Congo rainforest  is  uncertain.  The 

rainforest is facing a number of challenges, but there is 
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hope that it can be protected. If we all work together, 

we  can  help  to  ensure  that  the  Congo  rainforest 

continues to thrive for generations to come.
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Chapter 1: The Heart of the Jungle

The  diverse  wildlife  that  calls  the  jungle 

home

The Congo rainforest is home to an incredible array of 

wildlife,  from  the  smallest  insects  to  the  largest 

mammals.  This  diversity  is  due  in  part  to  the 

rainforest's complex ecosystem, which provides a wide 

range of habitats for different species.

One of the most iconic animals of the Congo rainforest 

is the gorilla. Gorillas are large, powerful primates that 

live in family groups.  They are primarily herbivores, 

but  they  will  also  eat  insects  and  small  animals. 

Gorillas  are  social  animals  and spend much of  their 

time interacting with each other.

Another well-known animal of the Congo rainforest is 

the chimpanzee. Chimpanzees are smaller than gorillas 

and have a more varied diet,  including fruits,  leaves, 
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and insects. They are also more social than gorillas and 

live in large communities.

In  addition  to  gorillas  and  chimpanzees,  the  Congo 

rainforest  is  home  to  a  variety  of  other  primates, 

including  monkeys,  baboons,  and  lemurs.  These 

animals  play  an  important  role  in  the  rainforest 

ecosystem by dispersing seeds and pollinating plants.

The Congo rainforest is also home to a wide variety of 

other  mammals,  including  elephants,  lions,  leopards, 

buffaloes,  and  hippos.  These  animals  are  all  well-

adapted  to  the  rainforest  environment  and  play  an 

important role in the food chain.

The Congo rainforest is also home to a wide variety of 

birds, reptiles, and amphibians. These animals add to 

the biodiversity of the rainforest and help to make it 

one of the most unique and fascinating places on Earth.
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Chapter 1: The Heart of the Jungle

The  challenges  of  living  in  such  a  remote 

environment

Living  in  a  remote  environment  can  be  incredibly 

challenging.  The Congo rainforest  is  one of  the most 

remote  places  on Earth,  and the  challenges  of  living 

there are immense.

One of the biggest  challenges is  the lack of access to 

basic necessities. There are no roads or bridges in the 

rainforest,  so  getting  around  is  difficult  and  time-

consuming.  This makes it  difficult  to get  food,  water, 

and medical care.

Another challenge is the lack of infrastructure. There 

are no schools or hospitals in the rainforest, so children 

cannot  get  an  education  and  people  cannot  get  the 

medical care they need. This can lead to serious health 

problems and even death.
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The climate in the rainforest is also very challenging. 

The temperature is often high and humid, and there is 

a lot of rainfall. This can make it difficult to stay cool 

and dry, and it can also lead to health problems.

Finally, there is the danger of wildlife. The rainforest is 

home  to  a  variety  of  dangerous  animals,  including 

lions, leopards, and elephants. These animals can be a 

threat to humans, and they can make it difficult to live 

in the rainforest safely.

Despite the challenges, there are also many rewards to 

living  in  the  Congo  rainforest.  The  rainforest  is  a 

beautiful and awe-inspiring place, and it is home to a 

wide  variety  of  plants  and animals.  The people  who 

live  in  the  rainforest  are  also  very  friendly  and 

welcoming.  If  you are  looking  for  a  challenging  and 

rewarding  experience,  living  in  the  Congo  rainforest 

may be the perfect place for you.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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