
Our Dependence, Our Shame

Introduction

Our  Dependence,  Our  Shame is  a  groundbreaking 

book that exposes the hidden costs of welfare and the 

failures of the welfare state. It offers a path to welfare 

reform that is based on the principles of work, personal 

responsibility, and limited government.

Welfare was originally intended to be a safety net for 

the  truly  needy,  but  it  has  become  a  trap  that  has 

ensnared  millions  of  Americans  in  a  cycle  of 

dependency.  The welfare state has created a class  of 

professional poor who have no incentive to work and 

who are content to live off the government dole.

The  consequences  of  welfare  dependency  are 

devastating. It has led to the breakdown of the family, 

the increase in crime, the decline in property values, 
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and the loss of businesses. It has also eroded our work 

ethic and our sense of personal responsibility.

The  welfare  state  is  unsustainable.  It  is  a  drain  on 

taxpayers and a threat to our economic prosperity. We 

cannot afford to continue down this path.

We need a new approach to welfare, one that is based 

on the principles of work, personal responsibility, and 

limited government.  We need to reform welfare in a 

way that encourages people to get off the dole and into 

the workforce. We need to restore the value of work 

and the importance of personal responsibility.

Our Dependence,  Our  Shame offers  a  roadmap for 

welfare  reform.  It  is  a  must-read for  anyone who is 

concerned about the future of our country.

Welfare reform is not easy, but it is essential. We need 

to have the courage to make the tough choices that are 

necessary to put our country back on the right track. 
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We  need  to  restore  the  American  dream  for  all 

Americans.
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Book Description

Our  Dependence,  Our  Shame is  a  groundbreaking 

book that exposes the hidden costs of welfare and the 

failures of the welfare state. It offers a path to welfare 

reform that is based on the principles of work, personal 

responsibility, and limited government.

Welfare was originally intended to be a safety net for 

the  truly  needy,  but  it  has  become  a  trap  that  has 

ensnared  millions  of  Americans  in  a  cycle  of 

dependency.  The welfare state has created a class  of 

professional poor who have no incentive to work and 

who are content to live off the government dole.

The  consequences  of  welfare  dependency  are 

devastating. It has led to the breakdown of the family, 

the increase in crime, the decline in property values, 

and the loss of businesses. It has also eroded our work 

ethic and our sense of personal responsibility.
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The  welfare  state  is  unsustainable.  It  is  a  drain  on 

taxpayers and a threat to our economic prosperity. We 

cannot afford to continue down this path.

We need a new approach to welfare, one that is based 

on the principles of work, personal responsibility, and 

limited government.  We need to reform welfare in a 

way that encourages people to get off the dole and into 

the workforce. We need to restore the value of work 

and the importance of personal responsibility.

Our Dependence,  Our  Shame offers  a  roadmap for 

welfare  reform.  It  is  a  must-read for  anyone who is 

concerned about the future of our country.

Welfare reform is not easy, but it is essential. We need 

to have the courage to make the tough choices that are 

necessary to put our country back on the right track. 

We  need  to  restore  the  American  dream  for  all 

Americans.
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Pasquale  De  Marco is  a  leading  expert  on  welfare 

reform. He has spent decades studying the issue and 

has  developed  a  comprehensive  plan  for  reforming 

welfare. His book is a must-read for anyone who wants 

to understand the problem of welfare dependency and 

the solutions that are available. 
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Chapter 1: The Hidden Costs of Welfare

The  unintended  consequences  of  public 

charity

Public charity is often seen as a way to help the poor 

and  needy.  However,  it  can  also  have  a  number  of 

unintended consequences.

One of the most significant unintended consequences 

of  public  charity  is  that  it  can  create  a  culture  of 

dependency.  When  people  are  able  to  rely  on 

government assistance, they may become less likely to 

work and support themselves. This can lead to a cycle 

of  poverty,  where  people  are  trapped  in  a  state  of 

dependency on government programs.

Public charity can also lead to a decrease in personal 

responsibility. When people know that they can rely on 

the government to help them, they may be less likely to 

take responsibility for their own lives. This can lead to 

a decline in self-reliance and a lack of motivation.
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Public  charity  can  also  be  inefficient  and  wasteful. 

Government  programs  are  often  bureaucratic  and 

inefficient, and they can often be wasteful of taxpayer 

dollars. This can lead to higher taxes and a decrease in 

the quality of services provided by the government.

Finally,  public  charity  can  be  unfair.  Government 

programs  are  often  based  on  arbitrary  criteria,  and 

they  can  often  favor  certain  groups  of  people  over 

others. This can lead to resentment and division within 

society.

For all of these reasons, it is important to be aware of 

the unintended consequences of public charity. While 

it  can  be  a  valuable  tool  for  helping  the  poor  and 

needy, it is important to use it wisely and to be aware 

of its potential drawbacks.

8



Chapter 1: The Hidden Costs of Welfare

The creation of a pauper class

Welfare was originally intended to be a safety net for 

the  truly  needy,  but  it  has  become  a  trap  that  has 

ensnared  millions  of  Americans  in  a  cycle  of 

dependency.  The welfare state has created a class  of 

professional poor who have no incentive to work and 

who are content to live off the government dole.

The  creation  of  a  pauper  class  is  one  of  the  most 

insidious  consequences  of  welfare  dependency. 

Welfare has created a disincentive to work, leading to a 

decline  in  the  labor  force  participation  rate  and  a 

decrease  in  the  number  of  hours  worked.  This  has 

resulted  in  a  shortage  of  workers  in  low-skill  jobs, 

which has driven up wages for these jobs. As a result, 

the cost of goods and services has increased, making it 

more difficult for everyone to make ends meet.
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The creation of a pauper class has also led to a decline 

in social mobility. In the past, people could move up the 

economic  ladder  through  hard  work  and 

determination. However, welfare has made it easier for 

people  to  stay  in  poverty,  regardless  of  their  efforts. 

This  has  created  a  permanent  underclass  of  people 

who  are  trapped  in  poverty  and  have  little  hope  of 

improving their lives.

The creation of a pauper class is a serious problem that 

has  far-reaching  consequences.  It  is  a  drain  on  the 

economy, it erodes our work ethic, and it undermines 

our  social  mobility.  We need to  reform welfare  in  a 

way that encourages people to get off the dole and into 

the workforce. We need to restore the value of work 

and the importance of personal responsibility.
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Chapter 1: The Hidden Costs of Welfare

The erosion of work ethic

Welfare has a corrosive effect on the work ethic. When 

people are able to get something for nothing, they are 

less  likely  to  work  for  it.  This  is  especially  true  for 

young people, who may never learn the value of hard 

work.

The erosion of the work ethic has a number of negative 

consequences  for  society.  It  can  lead  to  a  decline  in 

productivity, economic growth, and innovation. It can 

also lead to an increase in crime and social unrest.

There  are  a  number  of  things  that  can  be  done  to 

address the erosion of the work ethic. One is to reform 

welfare  programs  so  that  they  encourage  people  to 

work.  Another is  to promote the value of hard work 

and  personal  responsibility  in  our  schools  and 

communities.
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It is important to remember that work is more than just 

a way to earn money. It is also a way to contribute to 

society and to build a sense of purpose. When people 

are able to work and earn a living, they are more likely 

to be happy and fulfilled.

One of  the most  important  things  that  we can do to 

address the erosion of the work ethic is to make sure 

that our welfare programs are designed to encourage 

people  to  work.  This  means  setting  clear  work 

requirements  and  providing  job  training  and  other 

support services to help people get back on their feet.

We also need to promote the value of hard work and 

personal  responsibility  in  our  schools  and 

communities.  This  means  teaching  our  children  the 

importance of setting goals, working hard, and taking 

pride in their accomplishments.

By working together, we can address the erosion of the 

work  ethic  and  restore  the  American  dream  for  all 

Americans.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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