The Odyssey of Neoplatonism

Introduction

Pasquale De Marco, an acclaimed expert in the field of
Neoplatonic philosophy, has penned The Odyssey of
Neoplatonism, a comprehensive guide to the history,
principles, and enduring legacy of this influential

school of thought.

Neoplatonism, a philosophical system that emerged in
the 3rd century CE, has had a profound impact on
Western thought, influencing a wide range of
disciplines, from theology to science to art. The Odyssey
of Neoplatonism explores the origins and development
of Neoplatonism, its key concepts and figures, and its

continuing relevance in contemporary thought.

This book is written in a clear and accessible style,

making it suitable for readers of all levels, from



students encountering Neoplatonism for the first time
to scholars seeking to deepen their understanding of

this complex and fascinating subject.

The Odyssey of Neoplatonism is divided into ten
chapters, each of which focuses on a specific aspect of
Neoplatonism. The first chapter provides an overview
of the school's history and development, while
subsequent chapters explore its metaphysics,
epistemology, ethics, and influence on Western

thought.

Through a combination of lucid exposition and
insightful analysis, The Odyssey of Neoplatonism offers
a comprehensive and nuanced understanding of
Neoplatonism. Whether you are a seasoned scholar or
a curious novice, this book is an essential resource for
anyone interested in the history of ideas and the
enduring legacy of one of the most influential

philosophical traditions in the Western world.



Book Description

The Odyssey of Neoplatonism is the definitive guide
to Neoplatonism, a philosophical tradition that
flourished in the late antique world and has had a
profound influence on Western thought. Written by
Pasquale De Marco, an acclaimed expert in the field,
this comprehensive volume offers a clear and
accessible introduction to the history, principles, and

enduring legacy of Neoplatonism.

In ten chapters, The Odyssey of Neoplatonism explores
the origins and development of Neoplatonism, its key
concepts and figures, and its continuing relevance in
contemporary thought. Readers will learn about the
school's founder, Plotinus, and his influential system of
thought, which sought to reconcile Plato's philosophy
with other philosophical and religious traditions. They
will also explore the work of later Neoplatonists, such
as Porphyry, Iamblichus, and Proclus, who further

developed and refined Plotinus's ideas.



The Odyssey of Neoplatonism also examines the
influence of Neoplatonism on a wide range of
disciplines, including theology, science, art, and
literature. The book shows how Neoplatonic ideas have
shaped our understanding of the world and our place
in it, and how they continue to inspire and challenge

thinkers today.

Whether you are a seasoned scholar or a curious
novice, The Odyssey of Neoplatonism is an essential
resource for anyone interested in the history of ideas
and the enduring legacy of one of the most influential

philosophical traditions in the Western world.



Chapter 1: The Dawn of Neoplatonism

The Origins of Neoplatonism

Neoplatonism emerged as a philosophical movement in
the 3rd century CE, drawing inspiration from the
teachings of Plato and other earlier philosophers. Its
origins can be traced to the work of Ammonius Saccas,
a philosopher who taught in Alexandria, Egypt.
Ammonius's teachings emphasized the importance of
studying the original texts of Plato and seeking to
understand their true meaning. He also stressed the

importance of ethical living and spiritual purification.

Ammonius's most famous student was Plotinus, who is
generally regarded as the founder of Neoplatonism.
Plotinus developed a systematic philosophy that sought
to explain the nature of reality, the soul, and the good
life. He argued that the ultimate reality is the One, a
transcendent and ineffable being that is the source of

all existence. The One emanates a series of beings,



including the intellect, the soul, and the physical world.
Plotinus's philosophy was deeply influenced by Plato's
theory of Forms, but he also incorporated elements of
Stoicism, Aristotelianism, and other philosophical

traditions.

After Plotinus's death in 270 CE, Neoplatonism
continued to develop and spread throughout the
Roman Empire. His students, including Porphyry and
Iamblichus, further developed his ideas and applied
them to a wide range of topics, including metaphysics,
ethics, and religion. Neoplatonism became a major
force in the intellectual life of the Roman Empire and
had a profound influence on the development of

Western thought.

Neoplatonism's origins can be traced back to the
teachings of Plato and other earlier philosophers.
However, it was Ammonius Saccas and his student
Plotinus who developed the systematic philosophy that

would become known as Neoplatonism. Neoplatonism



continued to develop and spread after Plotinus's death,
and it became a major force in the intellectual life of

the Roman Empire.



Chapter 1: The Dawn of Neoplatonism

Ammonius Saccas and the Alexandrian

School

Ammonius Saccas, a renowned philosopher of the 3rd
century CE, is widely regarded as the founder of
Neoplatonism. Born in Alexandria, Egypt, Ammonius
was a student of Plotinus, the most influential figure in

the Neoplatonic tradition.

Ammonius taught at the Alexandrian School, which
became a major center of Neoplatonic thought. His
teachings emphasized the importance of studying the
works of Plato and Aristotle, and he developed a
system of philosophy that sought to reconcile the

teachings of these two great thinkers.

Ammonius's philosophy was based on the idea that
there is a single, ultimate reality, which he called the
One. The One is the source of all being, and it is both
transcendent and immanent. It is transcendent in the
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sense that it is beyond the reach of human
understanding, but it is also immanent in the sense that

it is present in all things.

Ammonius's philosophy had a profound influence on
his students, including Plotinus, who went on to
develop the Neoplatonic system further. Plotinus's
system of thought, which is known as Enneads, is the
most complete and systematic exposition of

Neoplatonism.

The Alexandrian School continued to be a major center
of Neoplatonic thought for centuries after Ammonius's
death. It was here that many of the most important
Neoplatonic  philosophers, including Porphyry,

Iamblichus, and Proclus, taught and wrote.

The Neoplatonic tradition had a profound influence on
Western thought, and it continues to be studied and
debated today. Ammonius Saccas, as the founder of
Neoplatonism, played a pivotal role in the development

of this important philosophical tradition.



Chapter 1: The Dawn of Neoplatonism

The Emergence of Plotinus

Plotinus, the most influential figure in the history of
Neoplatonism, was born in Lycopolis, Egypt, in 204 or
205 CE. His early life is shrouded in mystery, but it is
known that he studied in Alexandria, the intellectual
capital of the Roman Empire, under the renowned

philosopher Ammonius Saccas.

Plotinus was a brilliant student, and he quickly
mastered the teachings of Ammonius and the other
Neoplatonic philosophers. However, he was not
content to merely accept the teachings of his teachers.
He sought to develop his own unique philosophical
system, one that would be more comprehensive and

coherent than any that had come before.

After studying in Alexandria for several years, Plotinus
traveled to Rome in 244 CE. He quickly gained a

reputation as a brilliant philosopher and teacher, and
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he soon attracted a large following of students. Plotinus
taught in Rome for the rest of his life, and he wrote a
number of important works, including the Enneads,

which is considered to be his magnum opus.

Plotinus's philosophy is a complex and sophisticated
system of thought, but at its core is the belief that there
is a single, ultimate reality, which he called the One.
The One is the source of all existence, and it is the goal

of all human striving.

Plotinus's philosophy had a profound influence on the
development of Western thought. His ideas were
adopted by many of the most important philosophers
of the Middle Ages, including Augustine of Hippo and
Thomas Aquinas. Neoplatonism also had a major
influence on the development of Islamic and Jewish

philosophy.

Today, Plotinus's philosophy continues to be studied

and debated by scholars around the world. His ideas
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offer a unique and valuable perspective on the nature

of reality and the human condition.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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