
Markets, Democracy, and the American 

Dream

Introduction

Pasquale  De  Marco  introduces  Markets,  Democracy, 

and the American Dream, an in-depth exploration of 

the  complex  relationship  between  markets  and 

democracy  in  America.  This  comprehensive  guide 

delves into the historical, economic, social, and political 

dimensions  that  shape  the  American  experience, 

providing readers with a deeper understanding of the 

nation's past, present, and future.

The  book  begins  by  examining  the  concept  of  the 

American  Dream,  a  defining  ideal  that  has  both 

inspired  and  challenged  generations  of  Americans. 

Through  a  thorough  analysis  of  its  evolution  and 

impact, Pasquale De Marco sheds light on the ways in 
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which  the  American  Dream  has  shaped  the  nation's 

economic, social, and political landscape.

Markets,  Democracy,  and  the  American  Dream  also 

explores  the  intricate  relationship  between  markets 

and democracy, examining how these two forces have 

interacted  throughout  American  history.  The  book 

delves  into  the  benefits  and  challenges  of  market 

economies, as well as the ways in which they can both 

support and undermine democratic institutions.

In addition to providing a comprehensive overview of 

the  American  economy,  the  book  also  examines  the 

issue of social mobility, exploring the extent to which 

the  American  Dream  is  attainable  for  all  citizens. 

Pasquale De Marco analyzes the factors that contribute 

to  economic  inequality  and  the  impact  it  has  on 

American society.

Markets,  Democracy,  and  the  American  Dream  also 

provides  an  in-depth  look  at  the  American  political 

system,  examining  its  structure,  history,  and 
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challenges.  The  book  analyzes  the  role  of  political 

parties,  the  electoral  process,  and  the  influence  of 

money in politics.

Finally, the book concludes with a thought-provoking 

examination  of  the  future  of  America.  Pasquale  De 

Marco  identifies  the  challenges  and  opportunities 

facing the nation and offers insights into the ways in 

which America can continue to be a beacon of  hope 

and opportunity for generations to come.
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Book Description

Markets, Democracy, and the American Dream is a 

comprehensive  guide  to  the  complex  relationship 

between markets and democracy in America. This in-

depth exploration delves into the historical, economic, 

social,  and  political  dimensions  that  shape  the 

American experience, providing readers with a deeper 

understanding of the nation's past, present, and future.

Beginning  with  an  examination  of  the  American 

Dream, this book traces its evolution and impact on the 

nation's  economic,  social,  and  political  landscape.  It 

explores  the  intricate  relationship  between  markets 

and democracy, examining how these two forces have 

interacted  throughout  American  history.  The  book 

analyzes  the  benefits  and  challenges  of  market 

economies, as well as the ways in which they can both 

support and undermine democratic institutions.
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In addition to providing a comprehensive overview of 

the  American  economy,  this  book  also  examines  the 

issue of social mobility, exploring the extent to which 

the  American  Dream  is  attainable  for  all  citizens.  It 

analyzes  the  factors  that  contribute  to  economic 

inequality and the impact it has on American society.

This  book  also  provides  an  in-depth  look  at  the 

American  political  system,  examining  its  structure, 

history, and challenges. It analyzes the role of political 

parties,  the  electoral  process,  and  the  influence  of 

money in politics.

Finally, this book concludes with a thought-provoking 

examination of the future of America. It identifies the 

challenges  and  opportunities  facing  the  nation  and 

offers  insights  into  the  ways  in  which  America  can 

continue to be a beacon of hope and opportunity for 

generations to come.

Markets, Democracy, and the American Dream is an 

essential read for anyone interested in understanding 
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the  complex  relationship  between  markets  and 

democracy  in  America.  This  comprehensive  guide 

provides a deeper understanding of the nation's past, 

present,  and  future,  and  offers  insights  into  the 

challenges and opportunities facing the nation in the 

years to come. 
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Chapter 1: The American Dream

1. The American Dream Defined

The American Dream is a national ethos of the United 

States,  a  set  of  ideals  in which freedom includes the 

opportunity for prosperity and success,  as well as an 

upward  social  mobility  for  the  family  and  children, 

achieved  through  hard  work  in  a  society  with  few 

barriers.  The  American  Dream  is  believed  to  be 

available  to  anyone,  regardless  of  where  they  were 

born or what their background is.

The  American  Dream  is  often  associated  with  the 

pursuit  of  wealth and material  success,  but  it  is  also 

about more than that. It is about the opportunity to live 

a good life, to raise a family, and to make a difference 

in the world. The American Dream is about the belief 

that anything is possible if you work hard and never 

give up.
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The  American  Dream  has  been  a  powerful  force  in 

shaping the United States.  It  has inspired millions of 

people to come to this country in search of a better life. 

It has also helped to create a culture of innovation and 

entrepreneurship. The American Dream is a reminder 

that  anything  is  possible  in  this  country,  and  it  is  a 

source of hope and inspiration for people all over the 

world.

There  are  many  different  ways  to  achieve  the 

American Dream, but there are some common themes 

that  run  through  all  of  them.  Hard  work, 

determination,  and  perseverance  are  all  essential 

ingredients.  It  is  also  important  to  have  a  strong 

support system of family and friends. And, of course, it 

is important to never give up on your dreams.

The American Dream is not always easy to achieve, but 

it is worth striving for. It is a dream that has inspired 

generations of Americans, and it is a dream that can 

still be achieved today.
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Chapter 1: The American Dream

2. The History of the American Dream

The American Dream is a uniquely American concept 

that has shaped the nation's history and culture. It is 

the  idea  that  every  American,  regardless  of  their 

background or circumstances,  has the opportunity to 

achieve success and prosperity through hard work and 

determination.

The origins of the American Dream can be traced back 

to the founding of the United States. The Declaration of 

Independence  proclaimed  that  all  men  are  created 

equal  and  that  they  are  endowed  with  certain 

unalienable rights,  including the right  to life,  liberty, 

and the pursuit of happiness. This idea of equality and 

opportunity was a radical concept at the time, and it 

helped  to  attract  people  from  all  over  the  world  to 

America.
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Throughout the 19th century, the American Dream was 

fueled by the nation's westward expansion. As settlers 

moved west, they were able to acquire land and build 

new lives for themselves. The Homestead Act of 1862 

gave  millions  of  Americans  the  opportunity  to  own 

their  own land,  and this  helped to  create  a  sense of 

independence  and  self-reliance  that  became 

synonymous with the American Dream.

In the 20th century, the American Dream continued to 

evolve.  The  industrial  revolution  created  new 

opportunities for economic advancement, and the rise 

of the middle class meant that more Americans were 

able  to  achieve  financial  success.  The  New  Deal 

programs  of  the  1930s  helped  to  protect  Americans 

from  the  worst  effects  of  the  Great  Depression,  and 

they  also  expanded  the  role  of  the  government  in 

providing social welfare programs.

Today, the American Dream is still a powerful force in 

American  society.  It  is  the  belief  that  anyone  can 
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achieve success if  they are willing to work hard and 

take  risks.  The  American  Dream  is  not  just  about 

material wealth; it is also about the opportunity to live 

a fulfilling life and to make a difference in the world.

The American Dream has been criticized by some for 

being unrealistic and for ignoring the challenges faced 

by many Americans. However, it  remains a powerful 

ideal  that  continues  to  inspire  people  around  the 

world.
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Chapter 1: The American Dream

3. The American Dream Today

The  American  Dream  is  alive  and  well  in  the  21st 

century, but it looks different than it did in the past. In 

the  early  days  of  the  United  States,  the  American 

Dream was  defined by  the  idea  of  owning  land and 

achieving  economic  success.  Today,  the  American 

Dream  is  more  about  achieving  personal  fulfillment 

and happiness.

There  are  many  different  ways  to  achieve  the 

American  Dream  today.  Some  people  define  it  as 

having  a  successful  career,  while  others  define  it  as 

having a happy family or making a difference in the 

world.  There  is  no  one  right  way  to  achieve  the 

American  Dream,  and  it  can  look  different  for 

everyone.

However,  there  are  some  common  themes  that  run 

through all American Dreams. These include the desire 
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for  freedom,  opportunity,  and  equality.  Americans 

believe that they should be free to pursue their own 

goals  and  dreams,  and  that  they  should  have  the 

opportunity to succeed regardless of their background 

or circumstances.

The American Dream is not always easy to achieve, but 

it is worth striving for. It is a reminder that anything is 

possible  in  America,  and  that  everyone  has  the 

potential to succeed.

Here are some examples of how the American Dream is 

being redefined in the 21st century:

 For  many  Americans,  the  dream  of 

homeownership  is  no  longer  a  realistic  goal. 

Instead, they are focusing on renting or buying 

smaller homes.

 The traditional  9-to-5 job is  no longer the only 

path  to  success.  Many  Americans  are  now 

starting  their  own  businesses  or  working 

freelance.

13



 The definition of family is expanding. More and 

more  Americans  are  living  in  unmarried 

partnerships  or  having  children  outside  of 

marriage.

 The  American  Dream  is  no  longer  just  about 

material  success.  Many  Americans  are  now 

focusing  on  living  a  more  sustainable  and 

meaningful life.

The  American  Dream  is  constantly  evolving,  but  it 

remains a powerful force in American society. It  is a 

reminder that anything is possible in America, and that 

everyone has the potential to succeed.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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