
Across the Wild Plains

Introduction

In  the  annals  of  American  history,  the  tale  of  the 

Cheyenne  people's  arduous  journey  back  to  their 

ancestral lands stands as a testament to their enduring 

spirit  and  unwavering  resilience.  In  the  autumn  of 

1878,  a  band  of  Cheyenne  warriors,  women,  and 

children  embarked  on  a  heart-wrenching  fifteen-

hundred-mile  odyssey,  defying  the  odds  and 

overcoming unimaginable hardships in their quest to 

reclaim their homeland.

Across  the  Wild  Plains:  The  Cheyenne Exodus  is  not 

merely a chronicle of a single journey; it is a saga of a 

people's  unwavering  determination  to  preserve  their 

identity,  culture,  and  way  of  life.  Through  their 

arduous  trek,  the  Cheyenne  people  left  an  indelible 

mark on the landscape of the American West, inspiring 
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generations to come with their courage, resilience, and 

unwavering commitment to their ancestral lands.

This  book  delves  into  the  rich  history  and  cultural 

heritage of the Cheyenne Nation, shedding light on the 

events  that  led  to  their  forced  removal  from  their 

homeland  and  the  subsequent  decision  to  return. 

Drawing upon historical accounts, oral traditions, and 

personal narratives, the book paints a vivid picture of 

the  challenges  faced  by  the  Cheyenne  people  during 

their long and arduous journey.

The  Cheyenne  people's  exodus  was  not  simply  a 

physical  journey;  it  was  a  spiritual  and  emotional 

odyssey  that  tested  the  limits  of  human  endurance. 

Along  the  way,  they  encountered  treacherous 

landscapes, faced starvation and disease, and endured 

the relentless  pursuit  of  the United States Army.  Yet, 

amidst the adversity, they found strength in their unity, 

their  traditions,  and their  unwavering belief  in  their 

right to self-determination.
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Across  the  Wild  Plains  is  more  than  a  historical 

account;  it  is  a  story  of  survival,  resilience,  and  the 

enduring power of the human spirit. It is a testament to 

the  Cheyenne people's  deep connection to  their  land 

and  their  unwavering  determination  to  protect  their 

cultural heritage. Their story serves as a reminder of 

the importance of cherishing our roots and fighting for 

the values we hold dear.
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Book Description

In the vast  expanse of  the American West,  a saga of 

resilience and determination unfolds. Across the Wild 

Plains:  The  Cheyenne  Exodus  tells  the  extraordinary 

tale of the Cheyenne people's arduous journey back to 

their ancestral lands in the autumn of 1878.

This book is  not merely a historical  account;  it  is  an 

immersive exploration of  the Cheyenne Nation's  rich 

culture,  traditions,  and unwavering spirit.  Through a 

blend  of  historical  research,  oral  traditions,  and 

personal narratives, the book paints a vivid picture of 

the  challenges  and  triumphs  experienced  by  the 

Cheyenne  people  during  their  epic  fifteen-hundred-

mile odyssey.

As  the  Cheyenne  people  embarked  on  their  arduous 

trek,  they  faced  treacherous  landscapes,  relentless 

weather,  and  the  constant  threat  of  starvation  and 

disease. Yet, amidst the adversity, they drew strength 
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from their unity, their traditions, and their unwavering 

belief in their right to self-determination.

Across  the  Wild  Plains  delves  into  the  complex 

relationship  between  the  Cheyenne  people  and  the 

United  States  government,  shedding  light  on  the 

broken  promises,  forced  removals,  and  military 

conflicts that shaped their history. It also highlights the 

enduring  legacy  of  the  Cheyenne  people,  whose 

unwavering  spirit  and  commitment  to  their  cultural 

heritage continue to inspire generations to come.

This  book  serves  as  a  poignant  reminder  of  the 

importance  of  cherishing  our  roots,  fighting  for  the 

values we hold dear, and celebrating the resilience of 

the  human  spirit.  It  is  a  story  that  resonates  with 

readers of all ages, offering a deeper understanding of 

American  history  and  the  enduring  power  of  the 

human spirit.

Across the Wild Plains is a testament to the Cheyenne 

people's  unwavering  determination  to  preserve  their 
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identity,  culture,  and  way  of  life.  Their  story  is  a 

powerful  reminder  that  even  in  the  face  of 

overwhelming odds, the human spirit can prevail.
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Chapter 1: The Call of the Wild

The Cheyenne's ancestral lands

The  Cheyenne  people  have  a  deep  and  abiding 

connection to their ancestral lands in the Great Plains 

region of  North  America.  These  lands,  which  stretch 

from  the  Black  Hills  of  South  Dakota  to  the  Rocky 

Mountains of Colorado, were home to the Cheyenne for 

centuries before the arrival of European settlers.

The Cheyenne people lived in harmony with the land, 

relying  on  its  resources  for  sustenance  and  shelter. 

They were skilled hunters and gatherers, and they also 

cultivated crops such as corn, beans, and squash. The 

Cheyenne also had a rich cultural and spiritual life, and 

they  held  many  ceremonies  and  rituals  that  were 

connected to the land.

In the 1800s,  the United States  government began to 

forcibly  remove  Native  American  tribes  from  their 

ancestral lands. The Cheyenne were among the tribes 
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that  were  forced  to  relocate  to  reservations  in 

Oklahoma and Indian Territory.  This  forced removal 

had a devastating impact on the Cheyenne people, who 

lost  their  way  of  life  and  suffered  from  disease, 

starvation, and poverty.

Despite the hardships they faced, the Cheyenne people 

never  forgot  their  ancestral  lands.  They  longed  to 

return to their homeland and live in freedom. In the 

autumn  of  1878,  a  group  of  Cheyenne  warriors, 

women,  and  children  decided  to  make  the  long  and 

dangerous  journey  back  to  their  homeland.  This 

journey,  which  became  known  as  the  Cheyenne 

Exodus,  is  a  testament  to  the  Cheyenne  people's 

resilience and determination.

The Cheyenne people's ancestral lands were not just a 

physical place; they were also a spiritual and cultural 

homeland.  The  Cheyenne  people  believed  that  their 

land was sacred, and they had a deep connection to the 

plants, animals, and spirits that lived there. The forced 
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removal  from  their  ancestral  lands  was  a  traumatic 

experience  for  the  Cheyenne  people,  and  it  had  a 

lasting impact on their culture and identity.

Today,  the  Cheyenne  people  are  still  working  to 

reclaim  their  ancestral  lands  and  to  protect  their 

cultural heritage. They have made significant progress 

in  recent  years,  and  they  are  now  able  to  live  and 

practice  their  culture  on  some  of  their  traditional 

lands.  However,  the Cheyenne people still  face many 

challenges, including poverty, discrimination, and the 

loss of their language and culture.
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Chapter 1: The Call of the Wild

The broken promises of the US government

In  the  annals  of  American  history,  the  tale  of  the 

Cheyenne  people's  arduous  journey  back  to  their 

ancestral  lands  is  inextricably  intertwined  with  the 

broken  promises  of  the  United  States  government. 

Throughout the 19th century, the Cheyenne Nation had 

been  subjected  to  a  relentless  campaign  of  forced 

removals  and  betrayals  by  the  federal  government, 

culminating in the infamous Sand Creek Massacre of 

1864.

In the aftermath of Sand Creek, the Cheyenne people 

were  promised  a  reservation  in  their  traditional 

homeland in the Powder River country of present-day 

Wyoming and Montana. However, these promises were 

soon  broken  when  the  government  unilaterally 

reduced the size of the reservation and opened it up to 

white settlement.
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The Cheyenne people were deeply disillusioned by the 

government's  betrayal.  They  had  been  promised  a 

place where they could live in peace and security, but 

instead, they found themselves once again dispossessed 

and vulnerable. This betrayal left an indelible scar on 

the Cheyenne psyche and fueled their determination to 

return to their ancestral lands.

In 1877, the Cheyenne people decided to take matters 

into  their  own  hands.  They  abandoned  their 

reservation and embarked on a daring journey back to 

their homeland. This journey, known as the Cheyenne 

Exodus, was a testament to their resilience and their 

unwavering commitment to their ancestral lands.

The Cheyenne Exodus was a long and arduous journey, 

fraught  with  danger  and  hardship.  The  Cheyenne 

people faced starvation, disease, and relentless pursuit 

by the United States Army. Yet, they persevered, driven 

by their longing for home and their determination to 

reclaim their rightful place in the world.
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The  Cheyenne  people's  story  is  a  reminder  of  the 

broken promises and betrayals that have marked the 

history of Native Americans in the United States. It is a 

story  of  resilience,  determination,  and  the  enduring 

power of the human spirit.
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Chapter 1: The Call of the Wild

The longing for home

For the Cheyenne people, the land was more than just a 

physical space; it was an integral part of their identity, 

their culture, and their spiritual beliefs. To be forcibly 

removed from their ancestral lands was not simply a 

matter of losing territory; it was a profound loss that 

touched every aspect of their lives.

The longing for home was a constant companion for 

the  Cheyenne  people  during  their  exile  in  Indian 

Territory. They yearned for the wide-open plains, the 

towering  mountains,  and  the  crystal-clear  rivers  of 

their  homeland.  They  missed  the  familiar  sounds  of 

their native tongue, the smell of sagebrush and pinon 

pine, and the taste of wild berries and game.

More than anything, they longed for the freedom to live 

their  lives  according  to  their  own  traditions  and 

customs. In Indian Territory, they were forced to live in 
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crowded  reservations,  where  they  were  subjected  to 

the  whims  of  government  agents  and  missionaries. 

They  were  forbidden  from  practicing  their  own 

religion,  speaking their  own language,  and following 

their own way of life.

The Cheyenne people's longing for home was not just a 

sentimental  attachment  to  the  land;  it  was  a  deep-

seated  need for  spiritual  and cultural  survival.  They 

believed that their homeland was sacred, and that they 

had a duty to protect it for future generations.

When  the  opportunity  arose  to  return  to  their 

homeland,  the  Cheyenne  people  seized  it  without 

hesitation.  They  were  prepared  to  endure  any 

hardship, to face any danger, to overcome any obstacle 

that stood in their way. Their longing for home was a 

powerful force that drove them forward, giving them 

the strength and determination to make the long and 

arduous journey back to their ancestral lands.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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