
The Amorous Ancestors

Introduction

Pasquale De Marco,  a  lifelong student of  history and 

human behavior, has spent years researching the topic 

of courtship and marriage. In this book, Pasquale De 

Marco  draws  on  a  wealth  of  sources  to  provide  a 

comprehensive  overview  of  courtship  customs 

throughout history and around the world.

From the arranged marriages of ancient Rome to the 

elaborate  courtship  rituals  of  Victorian  England, 

Pasquale De Marco explores the many ways in which 

people have found love and companionship. Pasquale 

De  Marco  also  examines  the  challenges  that  couples 

have faced in different eras, from religious and cultural 

barriers to the pressures of modern life.
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Through  a  fascinating  and  informative  narrative, 

Pasquale De Marco provides insights into the human 

experience  of  love  and  courtship.  This  book  is  a 

valuable  resource  for  anyone  who  is  interested  in 

learning more about the history of marriage and the 

ways in which people have found love throughout the 

ages.

Whether you are a historian,  a  sociologist,  or  simply 

someone who is curious about the human experience, 

The Amorous Ancestors is sure to fascinate and inform 

you.

In  this  book,  Pasquale  De  Marco  explores  the 

fascinating world of courtship and marriage, providing 

a  comprehensive  overview  of  the  topic.  From  the 

arranged marriages of ancient Rome to the elaborate 

courtship  rituals  of  Victorian  England,  Pasquale  De 

Marco examines the many ways in which people have 

found love and companionship.
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Book Description

The Amorous Ancestors  is  a  comprehensive guide to 

the  history  of  courtship  and marriage,  exploring  the 

many  ways  in  which  people  have  found  love  and 

companionship throughout the ages.

From the arranged marriages of ancient Rome to the 

elaborate  courtship  rituals  of  Victorian  England, 

Pasquale De Marco examines the fascinating world of 

courtship  and  marriage.  Through  a  fascinating  and 

informative  narrative,  Pasquale  De  Marco  provides 

insights  into  the  human  experience  of  love  and 

courtship.

This  book  is  a  valuable  resource  for  anyone  who  is 

interested  in  learning  more  about  the  history  of 

marriage  and the  ways  in  which  people  have  found 

love throughout the ages. Whether you are a historian, 

a sociologist, or simply someone who is curious about 
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the human experience, The Amorous Ancestors is sure 

to fascinate and inform you.

In  this  book,  Pasquale  De  Marco  explores  the  many 

challenges  that  couples  have  faced  in  different  eras, 

from religious and cultural barriers to the pressures of 

modern life. Pasquale De Marco also provides insights 

into the ways in which courtship and marriage have 

evolved over time, from the arranged marriages of the 

past to the more egalitarian relationships of today.

The  Amorous  Ancestors  is  a  valuable  resource  for 

anyone who is interested in learning more about the 

history of courtship and marriage. This book is also a 

fascinating  read for  anyone who is  interested in  the 

human experience of love and companionship.
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Chapter 1: Courtship Customs

The Art of the Courtship Dance

Courtship dances have been a part of human culture 

for  centuries.  They  provide  a  way  for  potential 

partners to interact in a social  setting and to display 

their  skills  and  attractiveness.  In  some  cultures, 

courtship dances are even seen as a way to find a mate.

There  are  many  different  types  of  courtship  dances, 

each  with  its  own  unique  style  and  purpose.  Some 

dances are more formal and structured, while others 

are  more  relaxed  and  playful.  Some  dances  are 

performed by couples, while others are performed by 

groups.

No matter  what  the  type  of  dance,  courtship  dances 

typically involve a series of steps and movements that 

are designed to show off the dancers' grace, agility, and 

coordination. Dancers may also use props, such as fans 
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or  handkerchiefs,  to  add  to  the  visual  appeal  of  the 

dance.

Courtship dances can be a lot of fun, and they can also 

be a great way to meet new people and make friends. If 

you're  interested  in  learning  more  about  courtship 

dances, there are many resources available online and 

in libraries.

Here are some of the most popular courtship dances 

from around the world:

 The waltz:  A ballroom dance that originated in 

Austria  in  the  18th  century.  The  waltz  is  a 

graceful  and  romantic  dance  that  is  often 

performed  at  weddings  and  other  special 

occasions.

 The tango: A ballroom dance that originated in 

Argentina  in  the  19th  century.  The  tango  is  a 

passionate  and  sensual  dance  that  is  often 

performed in close embrace.
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 The salsa:  A ballroom dance that  originated in 

Cuba in the 20th century. The salsa is a lively and 

energetic dance that is often performed in pairs.

 The bachata: A ballroom dance that originated in 

the  Dominican  Republic  in  the  1960s.  The 

bachata is a romantic and sensual dance that is 

often performed in close embrace.

 The merengue: A ballroom dance that originated 

in the Dominican Republic in the 19th century. 

The  merengue  is  a  lively  and  energetic  dance 

that is often performed in pairs.

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  many  different  types  of 

courtship dances that are performed around the world. 

If  you're  interested  in  learning  more  about  these 

dances, there are many resources available online and 

in libraries.
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Chapter 1: Courtship Customs

Love Letters: The Language of the Heart

Love  letters  have  been  a  form  of  communication 

between  lovers  for  centuries.  In  the  days  before 

telephones and email, love letters were often the only 

way for people to express their feelings to each other. 

These  letters  were  often  filled  with  passion,  longing, 

and  hope.  They  could  also  be  used  to  share  news, 

gossip, and other personal information.

Love  letters  often  played  a  significant  role  in  the 

courtship process. A well-written love letter could help 

to win someone's heart or keep a relationship alive. In 

some  cases,  love  letters  were  even  used  to  propose 

marriage.

The content of love letters has changed over time. In 

the  past,  love  letters  were  often  more  formal  and 

poetic. Today, love letters are more likely to be written 

in a casual and conversational style. However, the one 
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thing  that  has  never  changed  is  the  power  of  love 

letters to express the deepest feelings of the heart.

Love  letters  can be  a  powerful  way to  express  your 

feelings  to  someone  you  love.  They  can  also  be  a 

valuable way to document your relationship. If you are 

lucky  enough to  have  love  letters  from a  loved one, 

cherish them. They are a priceless treasure.

One  of  the  most  famous  love  letters  in  history  was 

written by Napoleon Bonaparte to his wife, Josephine. 

In the letter, Napoleon expresses his love and longing 

for  Josephine.  He  also  tells  her  about  his  military 

victories  and his  plans for the future.  The letter is  a 

beautiful  example  of  the  power  of  love  letters  to 

express the deepest feelings of the heart.

Love letters can also be a source of inspiration. Reading 

love  letters  from  famous  people  can  help  us  to 

understand the challenges and rewards of love. They 

can also help us to see the power of love to overcome 

obstacles.
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If you are in love, take the time to write a love letter to 

the person you love. It is a gift that they will cherish 

forever.
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Chapter 1: Courtship Customs

The Importance of Dowries

Dowries  have  been  a  common  feature  of  marriage 

customs in many cultures throughout history. A dowry 

is a gift of money, property, or goods that the bride's 

family gives to the groom or his family at the time of 

marriage. Dowries have served a variety of purposes, 

including:

 Providing the bride with financial security in the 

event of her husband's death or divorce.

 Helping the couple to establish a new household.

 Strengthening  the  bond  between  the  two 

families.

 Ensuring that the bride is not seen as a financial 

burden on her husband's family.

In some cultures, dowries were essential for a woman 

to marry.  In England,  for example,  women were not 

allowed to own property in their own name until the 
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late 19th century. As a result, dowries were often the 

only way for women to acquire wealth and property.

The size and value of dowries varied depending on the 

wealth  and  status  of  the  families  involved.  In  some 

cases, dowries could be quite substantial. For example, 

the dowry of Catherine of Aragon, who married Henry 

VIII of England in 1509, was worth over 200,000 ducats.

Dowries have declined in popularity in many cultures 

in recent years.  This is  due in part  to the increasing 

economic independence of women. In many countries, 

women are now able to own property and earn their 

own  income.  As  a  result,  they  are  less  reliant  on 

dowries to provide for their financial security.

However, dowries are still practiced in some cultures 

today. In India, for example, dowries are still common, 

although their size and value have declined in recent 

years.
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The practice of giving dowries has been criticized by 

some feminists, who argue that it is a form of gender 

inequality. They argue that dowries reinforce the idea 

that women are property to be bought and sold.

Despite these criticisms, dowries continue to be a part 

of  marriage  customs  in  many  cultures  around  the 

world.  They  are  a  reminder  of  the  importance  of 

marriage and the role that families play in supporting 

their children.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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