
The Patriotic Men of Rowan

Introduction

This  book tells  the  story  of  the  Rowan Volunteers,  a 

group of men from Rowan County, North Carolina, who 

fought for the Confederacy during the American Civil 

War.  The Rowan Volunteers were a diverse group of 

men,  united  by  their  love  of  their  county  and  their 

willingness  to  fight  for  what  they  believed  in.  They 

were farmers,  merchants,  teachers,  and lawyers,  and 

they came from all walks of life.

The Rowan Volunteers saw action in some of the most 

important  battles  of  the  Civil  War,  including 

Gettysburg, Chickamauga, and Lookout Mountain. They 

fought bravely and with distinction, and they earned 

the  respect  of  their  enemies.  The  Rowan  Volunteers 

also suffered heavy losses during the war, and many of 

their men were killed or wounded.
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Despite  the  hardships  they  faced,  the  Rowan 

Volunteers never gave up. They fought on until the end 

of  the  war,  and  they  played  a  vital  role  in  the 

Confederate  war  effort.  The Rowan Volunteers  are  a 

reminder of the sacrifices that were made by so many 

Americans during the Civil War. They are a symbol of 

courage, determination, and patriotism.

This  book  is  based  on  extensive  research,  including 

interviews  with  the  descendants  of  the  Rowan 

Volunteers  and  a  review  of  primary  and  secondary 

sources.  It  is  the  definitive  history  of  the  Rowan 

Volunteers,  and  it  is  a  valuable  contribution  to  the 

historiography of the American Civil War.

The Rowan Volunteers  are  a  reminder  that  the  Civil 

War was a complex and multifaceted conflict. It was a 

war that divided families and communities, and it left a 

lasting legacy of pain and suffering. But it was also a 

war that brought out the best in many people, and it 
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helped to shape the United States into the nation it is 

today.

The story of the Rowan Volunteers is a story of courage, 

sacrifice, and patriotism. It is a story that deserves to be 

told and remembered.
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Book Description

The  Rowan  Volunteers  were  a  group  of  men  from 

Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  who  fought  for  the 

Confederacy during the American Civil War. They were 

a diverse group of men, united by their love of their 

county  and  their  willingness  to  fight  for  what  they 

believed in.  They were farmers,  merchants,  teachers, 

and lawyers, and they came from all walks of life.

The Rowan Volunteers saw action in some of the most 

important  battles  of  the  Civil  War,  including 

Gettysburg, Chickamauga, and Lookout Mountain. They 

fought bravely and with distinction, and they earned 

the  respect  of  their  enemies.  The  Rowan  Volunteers 

also suffered heavy losses during the war, and many of 

their men were killed or wounded.

Despite  the  hardships  they  faced,  the  Rowan 

Volunteers never gave up. They fought on until the end 

of  the  war,  and  they  played  a  vital  role  in  the 
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Confederate  war  effort.  The Rowan Volunteers  are  a 

reminder of the sacrifices that were made by so many 

Americans during the Civil War. They are a symbol of 

courage, determination, and patriotism.

This book tells the story of the Rowan Volunteers, from 

their formation in 1861 to their surrender in 1865. It is 

based on extensive research, including interviews with 

the descendants of the Rowan Volunteers and a review 

of primary and secondary sources. It is the definitive 

history of the Rowan Volunteers, and it is a valuable 

contribution  to  the  historiography  of  the  American 

Civil War.

The Rowan Volunteers are a reminder that the Civil 

War was a complex and multifaceted conflict. It was 

a war that divided families and communities, and it 

left a lasting legacy of pain and suffering. But it was 

also a war that brought out the best in many people, 

and it  helped to  shape  the  United  States  into  the 

nation it is today.
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The story of the Rowan Volunteers is a story of courage, 

sacrifice, and patriotism. It is a story that deserves to be 

told and remembered.
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Chapter 1: A Tumultuous Era

The Outbreak of the Civil War

The outbreak of  the Civil  War in 1861 was a pivotal 

moment in American history. It was the culmination of 

decades of  tension between the North and the South 

over the issue of slavery.  The Southern states,  which 

relied heavily on slave labor, feared that the election of 

Abraham  Lincoln  as  president  would  lead  to  the 

abolition of slavery. In response, they seceded from the 

Union and formed the Confederate States of America.

The Union, determined to preserve the integrity of the 

nation, refused to recognize the Confederacy. President 

Lincoln called for volunteers to put down the rebellion, 

and the North began to mobilize its forces. The South, 

meanwhile, also raised an army and prepared for war.

The first shots of the Civil War were fired on April 12, 

1861,  at  Fort  Sumter  in  South  Carolina.  The  Union 

garrison  at  the  fort  refused  to  surrender  to  the 
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Confederate  forces  that  were  besieging  it,  and  the 

Confederates  opened  fire.  The  bombardment  of  Fort 

Sumter  lasted  for  34  hours,  and  it  ended  with  the 

surrender of the Union garrison.

The fall of Fort Sumter sent shockwaves throughout the 

nation. It was clear that the Civil War was not going to 

be  a  short  and  easy  conflict.  Both  sides  were 

determined to fight for what they believed in, and the 

war would be long and bloody.

The Civil  War had a  profound impact  on the United 

States. It resulted in the deaths of over 600,000 people, 

and it left a legacy of bitterness and division that lasted 

for  generations.  The war  also  led  to  the  abolition of 

slavery, which was a major step forward for the cause 

of human rights.

The  Civil  War  is  often  seen  as  a  turning  point  in 

American history. It marked the end of the antebellum 

era and the beginning of a new era of industrialization 

and modernization. The war also helped to shape the 
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American identity, and it is still remembered today as 

one  of  the  most  important  events  in  the  nation's 

history.
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Chapter 1: A Tumultuous Era

The Impact of the War on Rowan County

The  American  Civil  War  had  a  profound  impact  on 

Rowan  County,  North  Carolina.  The  war  divided 

families and communities, and it left a lasting legacy of 

pain and suffering.

Rowan County was a Unionist county at the outbreak of 

the war, but many of its citizens were sympathetic to 

the Confederate cause.  When North Carolina seceded 

from the Union in May 1861, Rowan County was forced 

to choose sides. The county ultimately voted to join the 

Confederacy, and many of its young men enlisted in the 

Confederate army.

The war had a devastating impact on Rowan County. 

The county was repeatedly raided by Union troops, its 

property was destroyed, and its citizens were killed or 

wounded. The war also caused widespread economic 
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hardship, as the county's economy was disrupted and 

its crops were destroyed.

Despite the hardships they faced, the people of Rowan 

County remained resilient. They continued to fight for 

the  Confederate  cause,  and  they  eventually  emerged 

from the war with their heads held high.

The Civil  War left a lasting legacy on Rowan County. 

The  county  was  devastated  by  the  war,  and  it  took 

many years to recover. The war also divided families 

and  communities,  and  it  left  a  legacy  of  pain  and 

suffering that still exists today.

The Civil War was a tumultuous era for Rowan County. 

The war divided families and communities, and it left a 

lasting legacy of pain and suffering. But it also brought 

out  the best  in  many people,  and it  helped to  shape 

Rowan County into the community it is today.

One  of  the  most  significant  impacts  of  the  war  on 

Rowan County was the loss of life. Over 1,000 Rowan 
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County  men  died  in  the  war,  and  many  more  were 

wounded. This loss of life had a devastating impact on 

the county's families and communities.

Another  significant  impact  of  the  war  was  the 

destruction  of  property.  Union  troops  repeatedly 

raided Rowan County, burning homes and businesses 

and  destroying  crops.  This  destruction  caused 

widespread  economic  hardship,  as  the  county's 

economy  was  disrupted  and  its  citizens  were  left 

homeless and destitute.

The Civil War also had a profound impact on Rowan 

County's  social  fabric.  The  war  divided  families  and 

communities, as some people supported the Union and 

others supported the Confederacy. This division led to 

bitter arguments and even violence.

The Civil  War left a lasting legacy on Rowan County. 

The  county  was  devastated  by  the  war,  and  it  took 

many years to recover. The war also divided families 
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and  communities,  and  it  left  a  legacy  of  pain  and 

suffering that still exists today.
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Chapter 1: A Tumultuous Era

Rowan County's Divided Loyalties

When  the  American  Civil  War  broke  out  in  1861, 

Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  was  a  divided 

community. Many residents were strongly supportive 

of  the  Confederacy,  while  others  were  equally 

passionate in their support for the Union. This division 

was reflected in the county's politics, as well as in its 

social and economic life.

One of the most prominent Unionists in Rowan County 

was William A. Graham, a former governor of North 

Carolina and a  United States  senator.  Graham was a 

strong  opponent  of  secession,  and  he  urged  North 

Carolina to remain in the Union. However, his efforts 

were unsuccessful,  and North Carolina seceded from 

the Union in May 1861.

Despite Graham's opposition to secession, many Rowan 

County  residents  supported  the  Confederacy.  They 
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believed that the South had a right to secede from the 

Union,  and  they  were  determined  to  defend  their 

homes  and  their  way  of  life.  This  sentiment  was 

particularly  strong among the county's  farmers,  who 

were  heavily  dependent  on the  slave  labor  that  was 

threatened by the Union's victory.

The division in Rowan County was also reflected in the 

county's  military  service.  Many  Rowan  County  men 

joined the Confederate army, while others joined the 

Union  army.  This  division  led  to  bitter  animosity 

between the two sides, and it resulted in several violent 

clashes during the war.

The  Civil  War  was  a  devastating  conflict  for  Rowan 

County. The county lost hundreds of men in battle, and 

its economy was severely damaged. The war also left a 

lasting  legacy  of  bitterness  and  division  in  the 

community.
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Economic Consequences of the Civil War

The  Civil  War  had  a  devastating  impact  on  Rowan 

County's  economy.  The  county's  agricultural 

production  declined  sharply,  as  many  farmers  were 

called  away  to  fight  in  the  war.  The  county's  textile 

industry  also  suffered,  as  the  Union  blockade 

prevented  the  export  of  cotton  and  other  raw 

materials.

The economic decline led to widespread poverty and 

hardship in Rowan County. Many people were unable 

to  find  work,  and  they  were  forced  to  rely  on 

government  assistance.  The war also  caused a  sharp 

increase  in  crime,  as  people  resorted  to  desperate 

measures to survive.

Social Consequences of the Civil War

The Civil War also had a profound impact on Rowan 

County's  social  fabric.  The  war  divided  families  and 

communities,  and  it  left  a  legacy  of  bitterness  and 
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resentment. The war also led to a decline in religious 

observance, as many people lost faith in God in the face 

of such suffering.

The  Civil  War  was  a  watershed  event  in  American 

history, and it had a lasting impact on Rowan County. 

The  war  divided  the  county,  both  economically  and 

socially, and it left a legacy of bitterness and division 

that lasted for generations.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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