
The Pilgrim's Guide

Introduction

The Canterbury Tales is a collection of stories written 

by Geoffrey Chaucer in the 14th century. The tales are 

told by a group of pilgrims on their way to Canterbury 

Cathedral.  The  pilgrims  represent  a  wide  range  of 

social classes and professions, from a knight to a miller 

to a cook.

The  tales  are  full  of  humor,  satire,  and  social 

commentary.  They  offer  a  glimpse  into  the  lives  of 

people in medieval England.  The Canterbury Tales is 

one of the most important works of English literature. 

It is still read and enjoyed today.

This book is a guide to the Canterbury Tales. It provides 

an overview of the tales,  the pilgrims who tell  them, 

and the historical context in which they were written. 
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It  also  includes  a  selection  of  the  tales  in  modern 

English.

This  book  is  perfect  for  anyone  who wants  to  learn 

more about the Canterbury Tales. It is also a great way 

to enjoy these classic stories.

Whether you are a student of English literature, a lover 

of medieval history, or simply someone who enjoys a 

good story, this book is for you.

The Canterbury Tales is a timeless work of literature 

that  has something to  offer everyone.  This  book will 

help  you  to  understand  and  appreciate  these  classic 

stories.
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Book Description

The Canterbury Tales is a collection of stories written 

by Geoffrey Chaucer in the 14th century. The tales are 

told by a group of pilgrims on their way to Canterbury 

Cathedral.  The  pilgrims  represent  a  wide  range  of 

social classes and professions, from a knight to a miller 

to a cook.

The  tales  are  full  of  humor,  satire,  and  social 

commentary.  They  offer  a  glimpse  into  the  lives  of 

people in medieval England.  The Canterbury Tales is 

one of the most important works of English literature. 

It is still read and enjoyed today.

This book is a guide to the Canterbury Tales. It provides 

an overview of the tales,  the pilgrims who tell  them, 

and the historical context in which they were written. 

It  also  includes  a  selection  of  the  tales  in  modern 

English.
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This  book  is  perfect  for  anyone  who wants  to  learn 

more about the Canterbury Tales. It is also a great way 

to enjoy these classic stories.

Whether you are a student of English literature, a lover 

of medieval history, or simply someone who enjoys a 

good story, this book is for you.

The Canterbury Tales is a timeless work of literature 

that  has something to  offer everyone.  This  book will 

help  you  to  understand  and  appreciate  these  classic 

stories.
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Chapter 1: The Canterbury Tales

The Prologue

The Prologue to the Canterbury Tales is one of the most 

famous pieces  of  English literature.  It  introduces  the 

pilgrims who will tell the tales and provides a glimpse 

into their characters and personalities.

The Prologue is  set  in the Tabard Inn in Southwark, 

London.  The  pilgrims  are  gathered  at  the  inn, 

preparing  to  set  out  on  their  journey  to  Canterbury 

Cathedral.  The innkeeper,  Harry  Bailly,  suggests  that 

each pilgrim tell  two tales on the way to Canterbury 

and two tales on the way back. The pilgrim who tells 

the best tale will win a free dinner at the inn.

The pilgrims agree to the innkeeper's suggestion, and 

the Prologue ends with the pilgrims setting out on their 

journey.

The  Prologue  is  a  masterpiece  of  characterization. 

Chaucer  introduces  each  pilgrim  with  a  few  deft 
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strokes,  and  we  quickly  get  a  sense  of  their 

personalities and their relationships with each other. 

The Prologue is also a rich source of information about 

medieval English society.  Chaucer provides us with a 

glimpse into the lives of people from all walks of life, 

from the knight to the miller to the cook.

The  Prologue  is  an  essential  part  of  the  Canterbury 

Tales. It introduces the pilgrims and provides a glimpse 

into their characters and personalities. It also provides 

a  rich  source  of  information about  medieval  English 

society.

Here  are  some  of  the  most  famous  pilgrims  in  the 

Prologue:

 The  Knight:  The  Knight  is  a  brave  and  noble 

warrior who has fought in many battles. He is a 

model  of  chivalry  and  is  respected  by  all  the 

other pilgrims.
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 The Miller: The Miller is a strong and boisterous 

man who loves to drink and tell jokes. He is a bit 

of a rogue, but he is also a good-hearted person.

 The Reeve: The Reeve is a shrewd and cunning 

man who is always looking for a way to make a 

profit. He is a bit of a miser, but he is also a hard 

worker.

 The Cook: The Cook is a skilled chef who loves to 

cook and eat. He is a bit of a glutton, but he is 

also a generous and kind-hearted person.

 The Wife of Bath: The Wife of Bath is a wealthy 

and independent woman who has been married 

five times. She is a bit of a gossip, but she is also a 

wise and experienced woman.

These are just a few of the many pilgrims who appear 

in the Prologue to the Canterbury Tales. Each pilgrim 

has their  own unique story to  tell,  and the Prologue 

provides a tantalizing glimpse into the tales that are to 

come.
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Chapter 1: The Canterbury Tales

The Knight's Tale

The Knight's Tale is one of the most famous stories in 

The  Canterbury  Tales.  It  is  a  chivalric  romance  that 

tells the story of two knights, Palamon and Arcite, who 

fall in love with the same woman, Emilia.

The  tale  begins  with  Palamon  and  Arcite  being 

imprisoned in a tower after being captured in battle. 

From their prison window, they see Emilia walking in 

the garden below and both fall in love with her.

When  they  are  released  from  prison,  Palamon  and 

Arcite vow to fight to the death for Emilia's  hand in 

marriage. The Duke of Athens agrees to let them fight a 

duel, but on the day of the duel, Arcite is thrown from 

his horse and killed.

Palamon  is  devastated  by  Arcite's  death,  but  he 

eventually marries Emilia. The Knight's Tale is a tragic 

story about love, loss, and the power of fate.
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Chaucer uses the Knight's Tale to explore the themes of 

love,  honor,  and  chivalry.  The  tale  is  also  a 

commentary on the social  and political  conditions of 

England in the 14th century.

The Knight's Tale is a complex and multi-layered story 

that has been interpreted in many different ways over 

the centuries.  It  is a story that continues to fascinate 

and inspire readers today.
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Chapter 1: The Canterbury Tales

The Miller's Tale

The Miller's Tale is one of the most famous and beloved 

of  the  Canterbury Tales.  It  is  a  bawdy and hilarious 

story about a young man named Nicholas who tricks an 

old carpenter named John.

Nicholas is a poor scholar who lives in Oxford. He is in 

love  with  a  young  woman  named  Alisoun,  who  is 

married to the carpenter. John is a jealous old man who 

keeps Alisoun locked up in their house.

Nicholas devises a plan to trick John and get Alisoun 

alone.  He  tells  John  that  he  has  seen  a  great  flood 

coming, and that the only way to save themselves is to 

climb to the top of their house and wait for the water to 

recede.

John  is  terrified,  and  he  agrees  to  Nicholas's  plan. 

Nicholas,  Alisoun,  and  John  climb  to  the  top  of  the 

house and wait for the flood.
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But the flood never comes. Nicholas and Alisoun take 

advantage of the situation to make love. John is furious 

when he finds out what has happened, and he chases 

Nicholas out of the house.

The  Miller's  Tale  is  a  classic  example  of  Chaucer's 

humor.  It  is  a  story  that  is  both  funny  and  bawdy. 

Chaucer's characters are well-developed and relatable, 

and his storytelling is masterful.

The  Miller's  Tale  is  a  timeless  story  that  has  been 

enjoyed by readers for centuries.  It  is  a story that is 

sure to make you laugh, and it is a story that will stay 

with you long after you have finished reading it.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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