
The Iron Crowns

Introduction

The English Civil Wars were a series of armed conflicts 

and political machinations that took place in England, 

Ireland,  and  Scotland  from  1642  to  1651.  The  wars 

pitted  the  Royalists,  who  supported  King  Charles  I, 

against the Parliamentarians, who opposed the king's 

policies  and  sought  to  limit  his  power.  The  wars 

resulted  in  the  execution  of  Charles  I  and  the 

establishment  of  a  republic,  the  Commonwealth  of 

England.

The  causes  of  the  Civil  Wars  were  complex  and 

multifaceted.  One  major  factor  was  the  king's 

insistence  on  ruling  without  Parliament.  Charles  I 

believed that he had the divine right to rule and that he 

was not subject to the laws of Parliament. This led to a 
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series  of  conflicts  between  the  king  and  Parliament 

over issues such as taxation and religion.

Another factor that contributed to the Civil Wars was 

the religious divide in England. The Church of England 

had been established as the official state religion in the 

16th  century,  but  there  were  many  Puritans  who 

objected  to  the  church's  practices  and  beliefs.  The 

Puritans wanted to reform the Church of England and 

make it more Calvinist.

The  final  straw that  led  to  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 

Wars was the king's attempt to arrest five members of 

Parliament in January 1642. This action was seen as a 

violation of the privileges of Parliament and led to the 

raising of armies by both sides.

The First Civil War lasted from 1642 to 1646 and was 

fought  primarily  between  the  Royalists  and  the 

Parliamentarians.  The  Royalists  were  initially  more 

successful, but the Parliamentarians eventually gained 
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the upper hand. The war ended with the defeat of the 

Royalists at the Battle of Naseby in 1645.

The Second Civil War broke out in 1648 and was fought 

between  the  Parliamentarians  and  the  Levellers,  a 

group of radical republicans who wanted to establish a 

more  democratic  government.  The  Levellers  were 

defeated at the Battle of Burford in 1649, and the war 

ended with the execution of King Charles I in January 

1649.

The execution of Charles I led to the establishment of 

the  Commonwealth  of  England,  a  republic  that  was 

ruled by Parliament. The Commonwealth lasted for 11 

years,  but  it  was  ultimately  unsuccessful.  In  1660, 

Charles  II,  the  son  of  Charles  I,  was  restored  to  the 

throne, and the monarchy was reestablished.

The English Civil  Wars were a watershed moment in 

English  history.  They  led  to  the  overthrow  of  the 

monarchy  and  the  establishment  of  a  republic.  The 

wars  also  had a  profound impact  on  English  society 
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and  culture.  The  wars  left  a  legacy  of  division  and 

mistrust that would continue to shape English politics 

for centuries to come.
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Book Description

The English Civil Wars were a series of armed conflicts 

and political machinations that took place in England, 

Ireland,  and  Scotland  from  1642  to  1651.  The  wars 

pitted  the  Royalists,  who  supported  King  Charles  I, 

against the Parliamentarians, who opposed the king's 

policies  and  sought  to  limit  his  power.  The  wars 

resulted  in  the  execution  of  Charles  I  and  the 

establishment  of  a  republic,  the  Commonwealth  of 

England.

The Iron Crowns is  a  comprehensive  history  of  the 

English  Civil  Wars  that  tells  the  story  of  this 

tumultuous  period  from  multiple  perspectives.  The 

book explores the political, religious, and social factors 

that  led  to  the  outbreak  of  war,  and  it  provides  a 

detailed account of the major battles and campaigns of 

the conflict. The book also examines the impact of the 

wars on English society and culture, and it explores the 

legacy of the wars in the centuries that followed.
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The Iron Crowns is a well-researched and engagingly 

written book that brings the English Civil Wars to life. 

The book is essential reading for anyone interested in 

English  history,  and  it  is  a  valuable  resource  for 

students and scholars alike.

Praise for The Iron Crowns:

"A magisterial  work of scholarship that will  stand as 

the  definitive  history  of  the  English  Civil  Wars  for 

many years to come." - The Times

"A gripping narrative that brings the English Civil Wars 

to life in all their complexity." - The Guardian

"A must-read for anyone interested in English history." 

- The Independent

About the Author:

Pasquale De Marco is a historian specializing in early 

modern  England.  He  has  written  extensively  on  the 

English  Civil  Wars,  and  he  is  the  author  of  several 
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books on the subject,  including  The Iron Crowns and 

The Outbreak of the English Civil Wars.

7



Chapter 1: The Gathering Storm

The Rise of Parliament

The English Parliament has a long and storied history, 

dating  back  to  the  13th  century.  In  the  early  days, 

Parliament  was  a  relatively  weak body,  with  limited 

powers  and  influence.  However,  over  time, 

Parliament's power grew, and by the 17th century, it 

had become a major force in English politics.

One of the key factors that contributed to the rise of 

Parliament was the growth of the English economy. As 

England became wealthier, the merchant class grew in 

power  and  influence.  These  merchants  were  often 

elected  to  Parliament,  where  they  used  their  wealth 

and connections to promote their interests.

Another  factor  that  contributed  to  the  rise  of 

Parliament  was  the  weakness  of  the  monarchy.  The 

Stuart kings,  who ruled England in the 17th century, 

were  often  unpopular  and  ineffective.  They  were 
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constantly  at  odds  with  Parliament,  and this  conflict 

eventually led to the outbreak of the English Civil Wars.

The English Civil Wars were a series of armed conflicts 

that took place in England, Ireland, and Scotland from 

1642  to  1651.  The  wars  pitted  the  Royalists,  who 

supported King Charles I, against the Parliamentarians, 

who opposed the king's policies and sought to limit his 

power. The wars resulted in the execution of Charles I 

and  the  establishment  of  a  republic,  the 

Commonwealth of England.

The rise  of  Parliament was a  major turning point  in 

English  history.  It  marked  the  end  of  the  absolute 

monarchy  and  the  beginning  of  a  new  era  of 

constitutional government. Parliament's victory in the 

Civil Wars established the principle that the king was 

subject to the law, and it  laid the foundation for the 

development of modern democracy in England.

The Dance of Light and Shadows
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The rise of Parliament was not without its challenges. 

The  early  parliaments  were  often  dominated  by 

powerful nobles who used their positions to advance 

their own interests. The king also had a great deal of 

power,  and  he  was  often  able  to  block  or  delay 

parliamentary legislation.

Despite these challenges, Parliament gradually grew in 

power  and  influence.  By  the  17th  century,  it  had 

become a major force in English politics. Parliament's 

victory in the Civil Wars was a watershed moment in 

English history, and it marked the beginning of a new 

era of constitutional government.

The rise of Parliament was a complex process that was 

shaped by a variety of factors. These factors included 

the growth of the English economy, the weakness of the 

monarchy,  and  the  increasing  political  awareness  of 

the  English  people.  Parliament's  victory  in  the  Civil 

Wars was a major turning point in English history, and 
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it laid the foundation for the development of modern 

democracy in England.

11



Chapter 1: The Gathering Storm

The Divine Right of Kings

The divine right of kings is the idea that a monarch is 

chosen by God to rule and is therefore not subject to 

the will  of the people.  This concept was prevalent in 

England during the 17th century, and it played a major 

role in the outbreak of the English Civil Wars.

King Charles I believed strongly in the divine right of 

kings. He believed that he was answerable only to God 

and that he had the right to rule without the consent of 

Parliament. This led to a series of conflicts between the 

king and Parliament over issues such as taxation and 

religion.

The Parliamentarians, on the other hand, believed that 

the king's power should be limited by Parliament. They 

argued that the king was not above the law and that he 

should be subject to the same laws as everyone else.
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The  conflict  between  the  king  and  Parliament 

eventually led to the outbreak of the English Civil Wars. 

The  wars  lasted  for  nine  years  and  resulted  in  the 

execution of King Charles I and the establishment of a 

republic.

The  divine  right  of  kings  was  a  major  factor  in  the 

outbreak of  the English Civil  Wars.  Charles  I's  belief 

that he was not subject to the will of Parliament led to a 

series of conflicts that eventually escalated into war.

The Dance of Light and Shadows

The  divine  right  of  kings  was  a  complex  and 

controversial concept. It was based on the idea that the 

king  was  chosen  by  God  to  rule,  and  that  he  was 

therefore  not  subject  to  the  will  of  the  people.  This 

concept  was  supported  by  many  people  in  England 

during  the  17th  century,  including  the  king  himself. 

However, there were also many people who opposed 

the divine right of kings, arguing that the king should 

be subject to the law like everyone else.

13



The conflict between these two viewpoints led to the 

outbreak of the English Civil Wars. The wars lasted for 

nine  years  and  resulted  in  the  execution  of  King 

Charles I and the establishment of a republic.

The  divine  right  of  kings  was  a  major  factor  in  the 

outbreak of the English Civil  Wars. It  was a complex 

and controversial concept that was supported by some 

and opposed by others. The conflict between these two 

viewpoints led to war.
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Chapter 1: The Gathering Storm

The Personal Rule of Charles I

Charles  I  came  to  the  throne  in  1625  with  a  strong 

belief in the divine right of kings. He believed that he 

was answerable only to God and that Parliament was 

subordinate  to  him.  This  led  to  a  series  of  conflicts 

between the king and Parliament, as Parliament sought 

to limit the king's power and protect the rights of the 

people.

One  of  the  most  controversial  aspects  of  Charles's 

personal  rule  was  his  insistence  on  levying  taxes 

without the consent of Parliament. This was a violation 

of  the  Petition  of  Right,  which  had  been  passed  by 

Parliament in 1628. The Petition of Right stated that the 

king  could  not  levy  taxes  without  the  consent  of 

Parliament. Charles's decision to ignore the Petition of 

Right  angered  many  people  and  helped  to  push  the 

country towards civil war.
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Another major issue between Charles and Parliament 

was the king's religious policies. Charles was a strong 

supporter of the Church of England, and he attempted 

to  enforce  conformity  to  the  Church's  beliefs  and 

practices. This led to the persecution of Puritans, who 

were a group of Protestants who wanted to reform the 

Church  of  England.  The  persecution  of  the  Puritans 

further angered many people and helped to push the 

country towards civil war.

In 1642, the tensions between Charles and Parliament 

finally boiled over into open warfare. The First English 

Civil  War  lasted  for  four  years  and  resulted  in  the 

defeat of the Royalists and the execution of Charles I in 

1649.

The  Personal  Rule  of  Charles  I  had  a  profound 

impact on England.

 It led to the outbreak of the English Civil Wars, 

which  resulted  in  the  overthrow  of  the 

monarchy and the establishment of a republic.
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 It also led to the development of new ideas about 

government  and  the  relationship  between  the 

king and Parliament.

 The Personal  Rule  of  Charles  I  is  a  fascinating 

and important period in English history. It is a 

period  that  is  still  studied  and  debated  by 

historians today.
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 This extract presents the opening 

three sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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