On Sound and Fury

Introduction

Def Leppard is one of the most successful rock bands of
all time, with over 100 million albums sold worldwide.
They have won countless awards, including two
Grammy Awards and two MTV Video Music Awards.
Their music has been praised by critics and fans alike
for its catchy hooks, soaring melodies, and powerful

lyrics.

Def Leppard's story is one of triumph over adversity.
The band was formed in 1977 in Sheffield, England, by
a group of teenage friends who shared a love of rock
music. They quickly gained a following in the local
area, and in 1980 they released their debut album, On
Through the Night. The album was a commercial

success, and it helped to launch Def Leppard's career.



However, the band's success was short-lived. In 1984,
drummer Rick Allen lost his left arm in a car accident.
The band was devastated, but they decided to continue
on without him. They recruited a new drummer, Phil
Collen, and they released their next album, High n'
Dry, in 1984. The album was a critical and commercial
success, and it helped to establish Def Leppard as a

major force in rock music.

In 1987, Def Leppard released their most successful
album, Hysteria. The album sold over 20 million copies
worldwide, and it spawned several hit singles,
including "Pour Some Sugar on Me" and "Love Bites."
The album helped to make Def Leppard one of the most

popular bands in the world.

However, tragedy struck again in 1991 when guitarist
Steve Clark died of a drug overdose. The band was once
again devastated, but they decided to continue on. They
recruited a new guitarist, Vivian Campbell, and they

released their next album, Adrenalize, in 1992. The



album was a commercial success, but it failed to match

the success of Hysteria.

Despite the setbacks, Def Leppard has continued to be a
popular live act. They have toured extensively
throughout the world, and they have released several
more albums, including Slang (1996), Euphoria (1999),
and X (2002). The band is still going strong today, and

they continue to release new music and tour the world.

Def Leppard's story is one of resilience and
determination. The band has overcome adversity to
become one of the most successful rock bands of all
time. Their music has inspired millions of fans around
the world, and their legacy will continue to live on for

years to come.



Book Description

Def Leppard is one of the most successful rock bands of
all time, with over 100 million albums sold worldwide.
Their music has inspired millions of fans around the
world, and their legacy will continue to live on for

years to come.

This book tells the story of Def Leppard's rise to fame,
their struggles with adversity, and their enduring
popularity. It is a story of triumph over tragedy, of

resilience and determination.

The book begins with the band's early days in Sheffield,
England, in the late 1970s. It follows their journey from
their first recordings to their breakthrough album,
Hysteria, which sold over 20 million copies worldwide.
The book also explores the band's personal struggles,
including the death of guitarist Steve Clark and the loss

of drummer Rick Allen's left arm in a car accident.



Despite these setbacks, Def Leppard continued to
release new music and tour the world. They have
remained one of the most popular live acts in the world
for decades. The book tells the story of their enduring

popularity and their impact on the music industry.

This book is a must-read for any fan of Def Leppard. It
is also a fascinating story of triumph over adversity

that will appeal to a wide range of readers.

The book is written in an engaging and accessible style,
and it is packed with exclusive interviews, rare photos,
and behind-the-scenes stories. It is the definitive
biography of one of the most successful rock bands of

all time.



Chapter 1: The Birth of a Band

The early days of Def Leppard

In the late 1970s, a group of teenage friends in
Sheffield, England, shared a love of rock music. They
were inspired by bands like Led Zeppelin, Black
Sabbath, and Thin Lizzy, and they dreamed of forming

their own band.

The band was founded by guitarist Pete Willis and
bassist Rick Savage. They were soon joined by
drummer Tony Kenning and singer Joe Elliott. The
band's early sound was heavily influenced by the new
wave of British heavy metal (NWOBHM) movement,

and they quickly gained a following in the local area.

In 1979, the band changed their name to Def Leppard.
The name was inspired by a poster for a band called
Deaf Leopard, which they saw at a local record store.
The band's manager, Pete Martin, suggested changing

the spelling to "Def" to make it more unique.
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Def Leppard's first major break came in 1980 when
they were signed to Phonogram Records. The band
released their debut album, On Through the Night,
later that year. The album was a commercial success,

and it helped to launch Def Leppard's career.

The band's sophomore album, High 'nm' Dry, was
released in 1984. The album was an even greater
commercial success than their debut, and it helped to
establish Def Leppard as a major force in rock music.
The album featured the hit singles "Photograph" and
"Rock of Ages,” which helped to propel the band to

international stardom.



Chapter 1: The Birth of a Band

The influences that shaped their sound

Def Leppard's sound was shaped by a variety of
influences, including classic rock, heavy metal, and
punk rock. The band members were all fans of these
genres, and they drew inspiration from their favorite

artists.

One of the biggest influences on Def Leppard's sound
was Led Zeppelin. The band was inspired by Zeppelin's
heavy riffs, soaring melodies, and complex
arrangements. They also admired Zeppelin's ability to

create a unique and powerful sound.

Another major influence on Def Leppard was AC/DC.
The band was drawn to AC/DC's raw energy and
powerful hooks. They also admired AC/DC's ability to

write songs that were both catchy and meaningful.

Def Leppard was also influenced by punk rock. The

band was inspired by the punk movement's energy and
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rebelliousness. They also admired the punk bands'

willingness to experiment with new sounds and styles.

In addition to these major influences, Def Leppard was
also influenced by a variety of other artists, including
Thin Lizzy, UFO, and Aerosmith. The band members
were constantly listening to new music, and they were

always open to new ideas.

As a result of these influences, Def Leppard developed
a unique sound that was both heavy and melodic. The
band's music was also catchy and accessible, which

helped them to appeal to a wide audience.

Def Leppard's sound has continued to evolve over the
years, but the band has always remained true to their
roots. They have never forgotten the influences that
shaped their sound, and they continue to draw

inspiration from their favorite artists.



Chapter 1: The Birth of a Band

The formation of the band

In the late 1970s, a group of teenage friends in
Sheffield, England, shared a love of rock music. They
were inspired by bands like Led Zeppelin, Black
Sabbath, and Deep Purple, and they dreamed of

starting their own band.

The friends, Joe Elliott, Rick Savage, Pete Willis, and
Tony Kenning, began playing together in 1977. They
called themselves Atomic Mass, and they played covers
of their favorite songs at local pubs and clubs. They
quickly gained a following, and in 1979 they changed

their name to Def Leppard.

The name Def Leppard was inspired by a poster for a
concert by Mott the Hoople. The poster featured a
picture of a leopard with the words "Deaf Leopard"
written across it. The band members thought the name

was cool, and they decided to adopt it.
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Def Leppard's early sound was heavily influenced by
their heroes. They played hard rock with a focus on
catchy hooks and soaring melodies. They also
experimented with different sounds, such as punk and

new wave.

In 1980, Def Leppard released their debut album, On
Through the Night. The album was a commercial
success, and it helped to launch the band's career. The
album featured the hit singles "Rock Brigade" and
"Wasted."

Def Leppard's success was short-lived. In 1984,
drummer Rick Allen lost his left arm in a car accident.
The band was devastated, but they decided to continue
on without him. They recruited a new drummer, Phil
Collen, and they released their next album, High n'

Dry, in 1984.

The album was a critical and commercial success, and

it helped to establish Def Leppard as a major force in
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rock music. The album featured the hit singles

"Photograph" and "Bringin' On the Heartbreak."

Def Leppard's story is one of triumph over adversity.
The band has overcome tragedy to become one of the
most successful rock bands of all time. Their music has
inspired millions of fans around the world, and their

legacy will continue to live on for years to come.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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