
The Golden Chain

Introduction

The American West has long held a special place in the 

American  imagination.  Its  vast  landscapes,  rugged 

mountains, and rich history have drawn visitors from 

around the world for centuries. In the 20th century, the 

rise  of  tourism  transformed  the  West,  bringing 

economic  prosperity  to  many  communities  but  also 

leaving a lasting impact on the region's  environment 

and culture.

In this book, we will explore the complex relationship 

between  tourism  and  the  American  West.  We  will 

examine the history of tourism in the region, from the 

early  days  of  stagecoach  travel  to  the  rise  of  the 

modern  tourism  industry.  We  will  also  consider  the 

impact  of  tourism  on  the  West's  environment, 

economy, and culture.
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The story of tourism in the American West is a tale of 

both opportunity  and exploitation.  On the one hand, 

tourism  has  brought  much-needed  economic 

development  to  many rural  communities.  It  has  also 

helped  to  raise  awareness  of  the  region's  natural 

beauty  and  cultural  heritage.  On  the  other  hand, 

tourism has also led to environmental degradation, the 

loss of traditional values, and the commodification of 

the West's unique identity.

The  West  is  a  region  of  contrasts.  It  is  a  place  of 

stunning beauty and rich history, but it is also a place 

of  environmental  challenges  and  social  problems. 

Tourism has played a major role in shaping the West, 

both for good and for ill. As we look to the future, it is 

important  to  consider  how  we  can  develop  a 

sustainable  tourism industry  that  protects  the West's 

natural  and  cultural  resources  while  also  providing 

economic benefits to local communities.
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The American West is a microcosm of the challenges 

and opportunities facing the world today. The region's 

struggle  to  balance  economic  development  with 

environmental protection is a story that is being played 

out  in  many parts  of  the  globe.  The lessons  that  we 

learn  in  the  West  will  help  us  to  address  these 

challenges elsewhere.

The  West  is  not  a  museum.  It  is  a  living,  breathing 

region that is constantly changing. Tourism can play a 

positive role in the West's future, but only if it is done 

in a sustainable way. We must find a way to balance 

the needs of visitors with the needs of the people who 

live in the West. We must also find a way to protect the 

region's  natural  and  cultural  resources  for  future 

generations.
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Book Description

In  the  vast  and  rugged  landscapes  of  the  American 

West,  tourism  has  played  a  transformative  role, 

bringing  economic  prosperity  to  many  communities 

but  also  leaving  a  lasting  impact  on  the  region's 

environment and culture.

The Golden Chain explores the complex relationship 

between  tourism  and  the  American  West,  from  the 

early  days  of  stagecoach  travel  to  the  rise  of  the 

modern  tourism industry.  It  examines  the  impact  of 

tourism  on  the  West's  environment,  economy,  and 

culture,  revealing  both  the  opportunities  and 

challenges that this dynamic industry has brought to 

the region.

The book delves into the history of tourism in the West, 

from the early days of  exploration and settlement to 

the  rise  of  mass  tourism  in  the  20th  century.  It 

examines  the  role  of  tourism  in  shaping  the  West's 
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identity  and  how  the  region's  unique  natural  and 

cultural resources have attracted visitors from around 

the world.

The  Golden  Chain also  explores  the  darker  side  of 

tourism  in  the  West.  It  examines  the  environmental 

degradation,  loss  of  traditional  values,  and 

commodification  of  the  West's  unique  identity  that 

have  resulted  from  the  rapid  growth  of  the  tourism 

industry. The book also considers the impact of tourism 

on Native American communities  and the challenges 

they face in balancing economic development with the 

preservation of their cultural heritage.

Ultimately, The Golden Chain is a call for a sustainable 

tourism industry that protects the West's natural and 

cultural  resources  while  also  providing  economic 

benefits  to  local  communities.  It  is  a  timely  and 

thought-provoking  exploration  of  one  of  the  most 

important industries in the American West. 
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Chapter  1:  Origins  of  Tourism  in  the 

West

1. The Birth of Tourism

The  birth  of  tourism  in  the  American  West  can  be 

traced back to the early 19th century,  when wealthy 

Easterners began to travel west in search of adventure 

and new experiences. These early tourists were often 

drawn to the West's natural beauty, its rich history, and 

its unique cultures.

As the West became more accessible by stagecoach and 

then  by  railroad,  the  number  of  tourists  increased 

dramatically.  By  the  late  19th  century,  tourism  had 

become a major industry in the West.

The  development  of  tourism  in  the  West  had  a 

profound  impact  on  the  region.  It  led  to  the 

construction  of  new  hotels,  restaurants,  and  other 

tourist facilities.  It  also helped to promote the West's 

natural and cultural attractions to a wider audience.
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In addition to the economic benefits, tourism also had a 

number of social and cultural impacts on the West. It 

helped to break down barriers between the East and 

the West and to promote a sense of national unity. It 

also  helped  to  raise  awareness  of  the  West's 

environmental and cultural heritage.

The  birth  of  tourism  in  the  American  West  was  a 

complex and multifaceted phenomenon. It was driven 

by  a  combination  of  economic,  social,  and  cultural 

factors. Tourism had a profound impact on the West, 

both  positive  and  negative.  It  helped  to  shape  the 

region's economy, its culture, and its identity.

The Lure of the Frontier

One  of  the  most  important  factors  that  drove  the 

growth of  tourism in the West  was the allure of  the 

frontier.  The West was seen as a place of adventure, 

excitement,  and  opportunity.  It  was  a  place  where 

people could escape the conventions of Eastern society 

and reinvent themselves.
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The frontier was also seen as a place of great natural 

beauty.  The  West's  mountains,  forests,  and  deserts 

were  unlike  anything  that  most  Easterners  had ever 

seen.  These natural  wonders were a  major draw for 

tourists.

The Rise of the Tourist Class

The  growth  of  tourism  in  the  West  was  also  made 

possible by the rise of the tourist class. The tourist class 

was a new social  class that emerged in the late 19th 

century. This class was made up of people who had the 

time and money to travel for pleasure.

The rise of  the tourist  class was due to a number of 

factors, including the increasing wealth of the middle 

class, the expansion of the railroad network, and the 

development  of  new  technologies  that  made  travel 

more comfortable and convenient.

The  tourist  class  played  a  major  role  in  the 

development  of  tourism  in  the  West.  They  were  the 
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ones who demanded new hotels, restaurants, and other 

tourist facilities. They were also the ones who helped to 

promote the West's natural and cultural attractions to a 

wider audience.
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Chapter  1:  Origins  of  Tourism  in  the 

West

2. The Wild West

The American West  has long been synonymous with 

adventure,  freedom,  and  opportunity.  In  the  19th 

century, the region was a vast and untamed frontier, 

home  to  Native  American  tribes,  fur  trappers,  and 

pioneers.  As  word  of  the  West's  natural  beauty  and 

economic potential spread, tourists began to trickle in.

At  first,  these  tourists  were  wealthy  Easterners  who 

came  to  the  West  in  search  of  a  unique  and  exotic 

experience. They traveled by stagecoach or horseback, 

staying  in  rustic  hotels  or  camping  under  the  stars. 

They visited natural wonders like Yosemite Valley and 

Yellowstone National Park,  and they marveled at  the 

region's diverse wildlife.

As  the  West  became  more  accessible,  thanks  to  the 

construction of railroads and highways, the number of 
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tourists  increased  dramatically.  By  the  early  20th 

century,  tourism  was  a  major  industry  in  the  West. 

Dude ranches,  ski  resorts,  and national parks sprang 

up to accommodate the growing number of visitors.

The  Wild  West  was  a  major  draw for  tourists.  They 

came to see the cowboys and Indians, the saloons and 

gambling  halls,  and  the  rugged  landscapes  that  had 

been  immortalized  in  dime  novels  and  Wild  West 

shows. They also came to experience the freedom and 

adventure that the West represented.

The Wild West was not without its dangers, however. 

Tourists had to contend with harsh weather conditions, 

wild animals, and the occasional outlaw. But for many, 

the  risks  were  worth  it.  The  Wild  West  was  a  place 

where  anything  seemed possible,  and where  dreams 

could come true.
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Chapter  1:  Origins  of  Tourism  in  the 

West

3. National Parks and Early Tourism

In  the  late  19th  and  early  20th  centuries,  the 

establishment  of  national  parks  and  other  protected 

areas  played  a  major  role  in  the  development  of 

tourism in  the  American West.  These  parks,  such as 

Yellowstone,  Yosemite,  and  Grand  Canyon,  attracted 

visitors from all over the world who came to see the 

region's stunning natural beauty and wildlife.

The development of national parks went hand-in-hand 

with the rise of the railroad, which made it possible for 

more people to travel to the West. The railroads also 

played a role in promoting tourism by advertising the 

region's  attractions  and  offering  special  rates  for 

tourists.

Early  tourism  in  the  West  was  often  focused  on 

sightseeing  and  experiencing  the  region's  natural 
12



wonders.  Visitors would take stagecoach tours of  the 

parks, go on horseback riding excursions, and camp in 

the wilderness.  They would also  visit  local  museums 

and historical  sites  to  learn  more  about  the  region's 

history and culture.

The  establishment  of  national  parks  also  had  a 

significant  impact  on  the  development  of  tourism 

infrastructure  in  the  West.  Hotels,  restaurants,  and 

other  businesses  sprang  up  to  cater  to  the  needs  of 

visitors. This led to the growth of towns and cities near 

the parks, which in turn helped to boost the region's 

economy.

The development of national parks and early tourism 

in the West was a complex process that had a lasting 

impact on the region. It helped to raise awareness of 

the region's natural beauty and cultural heritage, and it 

also  led  to  the  growth  of  a  tourism  industry  that 

continues to be a major economic driver in the West 

today.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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