
Sally, Thomas and the Unknown

Introduction

Sally Hemings, an enslaved woman of African descent, 

was the mistress of Thomas Jefferson, one of the most 

renowned founding fathers of the United States. Their 

relationship was a complex and controversial one, and 

its legacy continues to be debated today.

In this book, we will explore the life of Sally Hemings 

and her relationship with Thomas Jefferson.  We will 

examine the historical context of their relationship, as 

well as its personal and political implications. We will 

also explore the ways in which Sally Hemings' story has 

been told and retold over the centuries, and how it has 

been used to shape our understanding of race, slavery, 

and power in America.
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Sally  Hemings  was  born  into  slavery  in  1773.  Her 

mother  was  an  enslaved  woman  named  Elizabeth 

Hemings,  and  her  father  was  John  Wayles,  a  white 

planter. Sally was one of six children, and she grew up 

on  the  Wayles  plantation  in  Virginia.  In  1784,  when 

Sally was eleven years old, her father died and she was 

inherited by his son, Thomas Jefferson.

Jefferson  was  a  widower  with  two young  daughters, 

Martha  and  Maria.  He  took  Sally  into  his  home  at 

Monticello, his plantation in Virginia, and she became a 

member  of  his  household.  Sally's  duties  included 

serving  as  a  personal  attendant  to  Jefferson's 

daughters,  as  well  as  working  in  the  fields  and  the 

house.

Over  time,  Sally  and  Jefferson  developed  a  close 

relationship. They were often seen together, and they 

shared many interests,  including music,  reading,  and 

gardening. There is no doubt that Sally was Jefferson's 

mistress, and that they had a sexual relationship.
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The relationship between Sally Hemings and Thomas 

Jefferson was a controversial one. It was illegal for a 

white  man  to  have  a  sexual  relationship  with  an 

enslaved woman, and their relationship was a violation 

of the social norms of the time. However, Jefferson and 

Sally  did  not  seem  to  care  about  what  other  people 

thought.  They  were  deeply  in  love,  and  they  were 

determined to be together.

Sally and Jefferson's relationship lasted for many years. 

They had six children together, all of whom were born 

into  slavery.  Sally  raised  her  children  at  Monticello, 

and she was a devoted mother. She also continued to 

work as a servant in Jefferson's household.

In 1802, Jefferson was elected President of the United 

States. He took Sally and their children with him to the 

White  House,  where  they lived for  eight  years.  Sally 

was a controversial figure in Washington, D.C., and her 

presence at the White House was a source of scandal. 

However,  Jefferson  did  not  care  about  what  other 
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people thought. He loved Sally, and he was determined 

to protect her and their children.

After  Jefferson left  the White  House in 1809,  he and 

Sally  returned  to  Monticello.  They  continued  to  live 

together until Jefferson's death in 1826. Sally remained 

at Monticello for the rest of her life. She died in 1835, at 

the age of sixty-two.

Sally Hemings' story is a complex and tragic one. She 

was a woman who was born into slavery, and she lived 

her life in the shadow of one of the most powerful men 

in America. She was a victim of sexual abuse, and she 

was forced to raise her children in slavery. However, 

Sally  was  also  a  strong  and  resilient  woman.  She 

survived the many challenges she faced, and she raised 

a family of her own. Sally Hemings' story is a reminder 

of the horrors of slavery, but it is also a story of hope 

and resilience.
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Book Description

Sally, Thomas, and the Unknown is a groundbreaking 

exploration  of  the  complex  and  controversial 

relationship  between  Sally  Hemings,  an  enslaved 

woman of African descent, and Thomas Jefferson, one 

of the most renowned founding fathers of the United 

States.

Based on extensive research and a deep understanding 

of the historical context, this book sheds new light on 

Sally's  life,  her  relationship  with  Jefferson,  and  the 

legacy of their love affair.

Through  a  series  of  thought-provoking  chapters, 

Pasquale De Marco delves into the complexities of Sally 

and  Jefferson's  relationship,  examining  the  power 

dynamics, the social norms, and the personal choices 

that shaped their lives. The book also explores the ways 

in which their story has been told and retold over the 
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centuries,  and  how  it  has  been  used  to  shape  our 

understanding of race, slavery, and power in America.

Sally, Thomas, and the Unknown is a must-read for 

anyone interested in American history, race relations, 

or  the  complexities  of  human  relationships.  It  is  a 

powerful  and  moving  story  that  will  challenge  your 

assumptions and leave you with a new understanding 

of  one  of  the  most  enduring  and  controversial  love 

affairs in American history.

In this book, you will discover:

 The  true  story  of  Sally  Hemings,  an  enslaved 

woman  who  became  the  mistress  of  Thomas 

Jefferson

 The  complex  and  controversial  relationship 

between Sally and Jefferson, and the challenges 

they faced

 The historical context of their relationship, and 

the ways in which it  has been shaped by race, 

slavery, and power
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 The  legacy  of  Sally  and  Jefferson's  love  affair, 

and its impact on American history and culture

Sally, Thomas, and the Unknown is a groundbreaking 

work of scholarship that will change the way we think 

about  one  of  the  most  important  and  controversial 

relationships in American history. 

7



Chapter 1: Shadows of Monticello

The Hemings Family

The  Hemings  family  was  a  prominent  family  of 

African-American  slaves  who  lived  and  worked  at 

Monticello,  the  plantation  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  the 

third  President  of  the  United  States.  The  family's 

patriarch,  John Hemings,  was  an  enslaved  carpenter 

who was  brought  to  Monticello  from Africa  in  1765. 

John Hemings'  wife,  Elizabeth,  was  also  an  enslaved 

person, and she was the mother of Sally Hemings, who 

would later become Jefferson's mistress.

The  Hemings  family  was  a  large  and  close-knit  one. 

John and Elizabeth Hemings had six children, and they 

raised their  children in  a  strong Christian faith.  The 

Hemings family was also very musical, and they often 

sang and played music together.

The Hemings family was a valuable asset to Jefferson. 

John  Hemings  was  a  skilled  carpenter,  and  he  was 
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responsible for building and maintaining many of the 

buildings  at  Monticello.  Elizabeth  Hemings  was  a 

skilled weaver,  and she made cloth for  the Jefferson 

family and their slaves. Sally Hemings was a talented 

musician, and she often played the piano and sang for 

Jefferson and his guests.

The Hemings family was also a source of controversy 

for  Jefferson.  Jefferson's  relationship  with  Sally 

Hemings  was  a  violation  of  the  social  norms  of  the 

time, and it was a source of scandal for Jefferson and 

his  family.  However,  Jefferson  did  not  seem  to  care 

about  what  other  people  thought.  He  loved  Sally 

Hemings,  and he was determined to protect  her and 

their children.

The Hemings family's story is a complex and tragic one. 

They were a family of slaves who lived in the shadow 

of  one  of  the  most  powerful  men  in  America.  They 

were victims of sexual abuse, and they were forced to 

raise their children in slavery. However, the Hemings 
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family  was  also  a  strong  and  resilient  family.  They 

survived  the  many  challenges  they  faced,  and  they 

raised  a  family  of  their  own.  The  Hemings  family's 

story is a reminder of the horrors of slavery, but it is 

also a story of hope and resilience.
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Chapter 1: Shadows of Monticello

Thomas Jefferson's Plantation

Thomas  Jefferson's  plantation,  Monticello,  was  a 

sprawling estate that encompassed over 5,000 acres of 

land. The plantation was located in Albemarle County, 

Virginia, and it was home to Jefferson, his family, and 

over 600 slaves.

Jefferson inherited Monticello from his father in 1757. 

He  began  expanding  the  plantation  in  1768,  and  he 

continued  to  add  land  and  buildings  to  the  estate 

throughout his life.  By the time of his death in 1826, 

Monticello was one of the largest and most prosperous 

plantations in Virginia.

The  plantation  was  divided  into  several  different 

sections,  including  a  main  house,  outbuildings,  slave 

quarters, and fields. The main house was a large, two-

story  brick  building.  It  contained  Jefferson's  library, 

study, and living quarters. The outbuildings included a 
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kitchen, a smokehouse, and a carriage house. The slave 

quarters  were  located  on  the  outskirts  of  the 

plantation.  They  were  small,  one-room  cabins  that 

were home to the plantation's enslaved workers.

The fields at Monticello were used to grow a variety of 

crops,  including  tobacco,  wheat,  and  corn.  Jefferson 

also experimented with new crops,  such as soybeans 

and rice. The plantation was also home to a variety of 

livestock, including cattle, sheep, and horses.

Jefferson  was  a  hands-on  plantation  owner.  He 

oversaw all aspects of the plantation's operation, from 

the planting of crops to the sale of goods. He also kept a 

detailed journal in which he recorded his observations 

about the plantation and its inhabitants.

Monticello was a complex and dynamic community. It 

was  home  to  a  diverse  group  of  people,  including 

Jefferson,  his  family,  his  slaves,  and  his  free  white 

workers.  The  plantation  was  a  place  of  both  great 

wealth  and  great  inequality.  It  was  a  place  where 
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Jefferson's dreams of a new nation were realized, but it 

was  also  a  place  where  the  horrors  of  slavery  were 

perpetuated.
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Chapter 1: Shadows of Monticello

The Rumors and the Scandal

The relationship between Sally Hemings and Thomas 

Jefferson was a closely guarded secret, but rumors of 

their  affair  began  to  circulate  as  early  as  1790.  The 

rumors were fueled by the fact that Sally was a slave 

and Jefferson was a white man, and by the fact  that 

they were often seen together in public.

Jefferson's political opponents were quick to seize on 

the rumors, and they used them to attack his character. 

They accused him of being a hypocrite,  since he had 

written extensively about the evils of slavery. They also 

accused him of being a sexual predator, who had taken 

advantage of a vulnerable young woman.

Jefferson  denied  the  rumors,  but  they  continued  to 

circulate.  In  1802,  when  Jefferson  was  running  for 

president, the rumors were published in a newspaper. 
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This  caused  a  major  scandal,  and  it  nearly  cost 

Jefferson the election.

However, Jefferson eventually won the election, and he 

continued to serve as president for eight years. During 

his presidency, the rumors about his relationship with 

Sally  Hemings continued to  circulate,  but  they never 

fully died down.

After  Jefferson  left  office,  he  and  Sally  returned  to 

Monticello.  They  continued  to  live  together  until 

Jefferson's death in 1826. Sally remained at Monticello 

for the rest of her life. She died in 1835, at the age of 

sixty-two.

The  rumors  about  Jefferson's  relationship  with  Sally 

Hemings have continued to circulate for centuries. In 

recent years, there has been a renewed interest in the 

story, and several books and articles have been written 

about it.  There is  now a consensus among historians 

that  Jefferson  and  Sally  Hemings  did  have  a  sexual 
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relationship,  and  that  they  were  the  parents  of  six 

children.

The story of Sally Hemings and Thomas Jefferson is a 

complex and tragic one. It is a story of love, betrayal, 

and scandal.  It  is  also  a  story  of  race  and power  in 

America.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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