
Global  Environmental  Governance, 

Laws, and Frameworks

Introduction

Environmental  issues  have  become  increasingly 

pressing in recent  decades,  as  human activities  have 

had  a  significant  impact  on  the  planet's  ecosystems. 

The  need  for  effective  global  environmental 

governance  has  never  been  greater,  as  we  face 

challenges  such  as  climate  change,  biodiversity  loss, 

water scarcity, and pollution.

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the 

key  issues,  institutions,  laws,  and  policies  related  to 

global  environmental  governance.  It  draws  on  the 

expertise of leading scholars and practitioners in the 

field  to  offer  a  timely  and  in-depth  analysis  of  the 

complex challenges facing our planet.
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The book is divided into ten chapters,  each of which 

focuses  on  a  specific  aspect  of  global  environmental 

governance. The chapters cover a wide range of topics, 

including  the  history  of  global  environmental 

governance,  the  principles  of  international 

environmental  law, the science and policy of  climate 

change,  biodiversity  conservation,  water  resources 

management,  energy  and  sustainable  development, 

waste  management,  environmental  justice, 

environmental  economics,  and  the  future  of  global 

environmental governance.

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in 

understanding  the  challenges  and  opportunities  of 

global  environmental  governance.  It  will  be  of 

particular interest to students, scholars, policymakers, 

and  practitioners  in  the  fields  of  environmental 

science,  environmental  law,  and  international 

relations.
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We  hope  that  this  book  will  contribute  to  a  better 

understanding  of  the  complex  issues  surrounding 

global  environmental  governance  and  will  help  to 

inspire new solutions to these challenges.
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Book Description

Environmental  issues  have  become  increasingly 

pressing in recent  decades,  as  human activities  have 

had  a  significant  impact  on  the  planet's  ecosystems. 

The  need  for  effective  global  environmental 

governance  has  never  been  greater,  as  we  face 

challenges  such  as  climate  change,  biodiversity  loss, 

water scarcity, and pollution.

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the 

key  issues,  institutions,  laws,  and  policies  related  to 

global  environmental  governance.  It  draws  on  the 

expertise of leading scholars and practitioners in the 

field  to  offer  a  timely  and  in-depth  analysis  of  the 

complex challenges facing our planet.

The book is divided into ten chapters,  each of which 

focuses  on  a  specific  aspect  of  global  environmental 

governance. The chapters cover a wide range of topics, 

including  the  history  of  global  environmental 

4



governance,  the  principles  of  international 

environmental  law, the science and policy of  climate 

change,  biodiversity  conservation,  water  resources 

management,  energy  and  sustainable  development, 

waste  management,  environmental  justice, 

environmental  economics,  and  the  future  of  global 

environmental governance.

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in 

understanding  the  challenges  and  opportunities  of 

global  environmental  governance.  It  will  be  of 

particular interest to students, scholars, policymakers, 

and  practitioners  in  the  fields  of  environmental 

science,  environmental  law,  and  international 

relations.

We  hope  that  this  book  will  contribute  to  a  better 

understanding  of  the  complex  issues  surrounding 

global  environmental  governance  and  will  help  to 

inspire new solutions to these challenges.
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Chapter  1:  Global  Environmental 

Governance: A Historical Perspective

Evolution  of  Global  Environmental 

Governance

The evolution of global environmental governance has 

been marked by a gradual shift from a fragmented and 

reactive  approach  to  a  more  comprehensive  and 

proactive  one.  In  the  early  days,  international 

cooperation on environmental issues was limited and 

ad  hoc,  often  driven  by  specific  crises  or  events. 

However,  as  the scale and severity of  environmental 

problems became increasingly apparent, the need for a 

more  coordinated  and  systematic  approach  became 

evident.

One of the key milestones in the development of global 

environmental  governance  was  the  1972  United 

Nations Conference on the Human Environment, held 

in  Stockholm,  Sweden.  This  conference  brought 
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together representatives from over 100 countries and 

marked  a  turning  point  in  the  way  that  the 

international  community  addressed  environmental 

issues. The Stockholm Conference led to the creation of 

the  United Nations  Environment  Programme (UNEP), 

which  has  played  a  central  role  in  promoting 

international cooperation on environmental protection 

ever since.

In the decades that followed the Stockholm Conference, 

a number of other important international agreements 

were  adopted,  including  the  Montreal  Protocol  on 

Substances  that  Deplete  the  Ozone  Layer  (1987),  the 

Convention  on  Biological  Diversity  (1992),  and  the 

United  Nations  Framework  Convention  on  Climate 

Change  (1992).  These  agreements  established 

important  frameworks  for  international  cooperation 

on specific environmental  issues  and helped to  raise 

awareness of the need for global action.
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In  recent  years,  the  focus  of  global  environmental 

governance has shifted towards a more integrated and 

sustainable  approach.  The  2015  Paris  Agreement  on 

climate  change,  for  example,  recognizes  the  need  to 

address  climate  change in  the  context  of  sustainable 

development and to promote a just transition to a low-

carbon  economy.  The  2030  Agenda  for  Sustainable 

Development, adopted by the United Nations in 2015, 

also  sets  out  a  comprehensive  framework  for  global 

cooperation  on  a  wide  range  of  sustainable 

development  issues,  including  environmental 

protection.

The evolution of  global  environmental  governance is 

an ongoing process, and there are still many challenges 

to be overcome. However, the progress that has been 

made in recent decades is a testament to the growing 

recognition  of  the  importance  of  environmental 

protection and the need for international cooperation 

to address global environmental challenges.
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Chapter  1:  Global  Environmental 

Governance: A Historical Perspective

The  Role  of  the  United  Nations  in 

Environmental Protection

The United Nations (UN) has played a critical role in the 

development  of  global  environmental  governance. 

Since  its  inception  in  1945,  the  UN  has  established 

numerous  agencies,  programs,  and  conventions  to 

address environmental issues.

One of the most important UN agencies is the United 

Nations  Environment  Programme  (UNEP).  UNEP  was 

established  in  1972  following  the  Stockholm 

Conference  on  the  Human  Environment.  UNEP's 

mission  is  to  provide  leadership  and  encourage 

partnership in caring for the environment by inspiring, 

informing,  and  enabling  nations  and  peoples  to 

improve their quality of life without compromising that 

of  future  generations.  UNEP  works  to  promote 
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sustainable development, protect the environment, and 

ensure the sound management of natural resources.

Another  important  UN  agency  is  the  United  Nations 

Development  Programme  (UNDP).  UNDP  works  to 

eradicate  poverty  and  promote  sustainable 

development  around  the  world.  UNDP  supports 

developing  countries  in  their  efforts  to  achieve  the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which include a 

number  of  environmental  goals,  such  as  combating 

climate change,  protecting biodiversity,  and ensuring 

access to clean water and sanitation.

In  addition  to  UNEP  and  UNDP,  the  UN  has  also 

established a number of other agencies and programs 

to address specific environmental issues. These include 

the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change  (UNFCCC),  the  Convention  on  Biological 

Diversity (CBD),  and the Convention on International 

Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 

(CITES).
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The UN has also played a key role in the development 

of  international  environmental  law.  The  UN  General 

Assembly  has  adopted  a  number  of  important 

resolutions  on  environmental  issues,  including  the 

Stockholm  Declaration  on  the  Human  Environment 

(1972),  the  Rio  Declaration  on  Environment  and 

Development  (1992),  and  the  Paris  Agreement  on 

climate change (2015).

The UN's work on environmental protection has helped 

to  raise  awareness  of  environmental  issues  and  to 

promote  international  cooperation  on  environmental 

issues.  The  UN  has  also  played  a  key  role  in  the 

development of international environmental law. The 

UN's work on environmental protection is essential to 

achieving a more sustainable future for our planet.
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Chapter  1:  Global  Environmental 

Governance: A Historical Perspective

The  Development  of  International 

Environmental Law

The development of international environmental law is 

a relatively recent phenomenon, dating back to the late 

19th  century.  However,  the  roots  of  international 

environmental law can be traced back to earlier efforts 

to regulate the use of natural resources and to protect 

the environment from pollution.

One  of  the  earliest  examples  of  international 

environmental law is the Treaty of Westphalia, which 

was signed in 1648 and ended the Thirty Years' War. 

The  treaty  included  a  provision  that  prohibited  the 

diversion of rivers, which was seen as a way to protect 

the environment from pollution.
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In the 19th century, the Industrial Revolution led to a 

significant  increase  in  pollution  and  environmental 

degradation.  This  prompted the  development  of  new 

international laws to protect the environment. In 1893, 

the United States and Canada signed the Niagara Falls 

Treaty,  which  was  the  first  international  treaty  to 

address the issue of water pollution.

The  early  20th  century  saw  the  development  of  a 

number  of  international  organizations  dedicated  to 

protecting the environment. In 1902, the International 

Council  for  the  Exploration  of  the  Sea  (ICES)  was 

founded. ICES was the first international organization 

to  focus  on  the  scientific  study  of  the  marine 

environment.

In  the  years  following  World  War  II,  there  was  a 

growing  awareness  of  the  need  for  international 

cooperation to  protect  the  environment.  In  1972,  the 

United Nations Conference on the Human Environment 

was  held  in  Stockholm.  The  conference  led  to  the 
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adoption of the Stockholm Declaration, which set out a 

number of principles for international environmental 

law.

The Stockholm Declaration was followed by a number 

of  other  international  agreements  on  environmental 

protection, including the Convention on International 

Trade in Endangered Species (CITES),  the Convention 

on  the  Law  of  the  Sea  (UNCLOS),  and  the  Montreal 

Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer.

Today,  international environmental  law is  a complex 

and  ever-evolving  field.  There  are  a  number  of 

international organizations and agreements that work 

to  protect  the  environment,  and  there  is  a  growing 

body  of  international  case  law  on  environmental 

issues.

International  environmental  law  is  essential  for 

protecting  the  global  environment.  It  provides  a 

framework  for  international  cooperation  on 

environmental  issues  and  helps  to  ensure  that 
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environmental  concerns  are  taken  into  account  in 

decision-making.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

21


	Global Environmental Governance, Laws, and Frameworks
	Introduction
	Book Description
	Chapter 1: Global Environmental Governance: A Historical Perspective
	Evolution of Global Environmental Governance

	Chapter 1: Global Environmental Governance: A Historical Perspective
	The Role of the United Nations in Environmental Protection

	Chapter 1: Global Environmental Governance: A Historical Perspective
	The Development of International Environmental Law

	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.
	Table of Contents
	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.

